LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Taunton’s administrative history was complicated with manorial and municipal boroughs,
two manors and two parishes. Until 1921 Taunton was divided between the parishes of St
Mary, which included the medieval borough, and St James. Both included urban and rural
areas and outside the borough were divided between tithings in the infaring hundreds of
Holway and Staplegrove in Taunton Deane manor and the tithings of Taunton Priory manor,

which formed part of the outfaring hundred. By the 18th century for tax and r@oses

the parishes were divided between townside and landside or within and w@ e

borough, originally the gated town, gradually expanded for municip&Parliamentary

purposes until by 1974 it included large areas of surroundinlthough never the
n

whole urban area. In 1947 a wider Tone Vale council wg sidered but no change was

made until 1974." The borough remained an unpari] within the 1974 borough district

of Taunton Deane, from 2019 Somerset We é&aunton District. The district was

abolished in 2023 and Taunton again % wn Council.

MANORIAL ADMINIST ION AND TITHINGS

The bishops of Winches considerable financial, legal and administrative powers within
their manor. In tenants did military service with the bishop‘s men and could be
tried for @h of the peace by the bishop’s court, the bishop’s pleas were held three
ti Q) d the lords within the bishop’s barony had to come to Taunton to make oath,
u& ordeal or be buried.? It was confirmed in 1276 that the bishops held the borough like
the hundred by barony with rights including return of writ, gallows and the assize of bread

and ale.® The bishop’s rights in matters of arrest and imprisonment in Taunton Deane were

SHC, A/JEOB/1.
2 Domesday, 234.
3 Rot. Hund. 11, 125, 134—S5.



upheld against the sheriff at least twice in the later 17th century.* The sheriff had originally
attended the bishop’s hundred court at the castle. The bishop was entitled to the goods of
tenants convicted of felony in the king’s courts and their tenants were exempt from attending
any other lord’s hundred courts.” When, after the Civil War, the bishop’s estates were
confiscated the manor tenants insisted on maintaining their customs unchanged and in 1647

they were published, and regularly reprinted. That probably ensured that the customs were

upheld until the manor estate was enfranchised in the 19th century and the cou&pt for

the borough, came to an end.® ‘

Hundreds %
These subdivisions of the hundred of Taunton Deane do Qi)l parish or topographical

boundaries . Possibly they were based on early land ent although that would not
explain why Chipley in Nynehead six miles f Taunton, Otterford seven miles south,
and Rimpton 24 miles east were in Ho hundred.” The outfaring hundreds were held of
the bishop by other lords and only &g hundreds were held by the bishop directly.
However, the outfaring ten in 11th century also owed burgh right, peter’s pence and
other dues to the bishop, Qf which were lost during the Middle Ages, and suit of court,
which was maintai il the mid 19th century. The infaring hundreds were Holway,
comprlsl@ aunton St Mary, Wilton, Bishops Hull, Nynehead, Otterford, Rimpton,
Rui @ e St Mary and Trull parishes and property in Lyng; Hull comprising most of
BQ& Hull, parts of Pitminster and Trull; Nailsbourne covering Kingston St Mary;

Poundisford comprising Corfe and part of Pitminster; and Staplegrove comprising Combe

Florey, Lydeard St Lawrence, Staplegrove and part of Taunton St James. Holway hundred

4 SDNQ, X11, 195.

> Pipe R 1208—9, xxix-xxxii; T. J. Hunt, The Medieval Customs of Taunton Manor (SRS 66), xxiv;
DD/SP/1—303.

6 Bishops Hull, landownership; local govt.

7 Separate records were usually kept for Otterford and Rimpton: SHC, DD/SP/1—70; VCH Som. VII, 238.



included the area of St Mary’s parish outside the borough but sometimes dealt with borough
tenancies. St James parish was mainly in Staplegrove hundred although the early urban area
was in the priory manor. Of the five infaring hundreds Holway was the wealthiest and in the
early 19th century accounted for nearly a third of the manor’s income and more than a third
of the recognition money owed by bondland tenants to a new bishop.® The hundreds were
administered by reeves and Holway hundred had a bedel by 1566, the office served in turn by
customary tenants, and eastern and western bedels or beadles by the 1590s.” H %thing
with Ruishton and Stoke St Mary parishes formed the eastern division.'° eevgved by a
rota of ¢. 130 holdings, were quit of rent during office and given a 3&?dow but could be
fined for negligence and some possibly covered their losses by means. By the early
18th century the changes in holdings made it difficult to,draw up-an accurate rota and there
were failures to appoint. Reeves sometimes failed .«Q deliver rents, partly because
they were required to go to Winchester. A servant carrying money was slain in Wiltshire c.
1301 and as long as cash had to be delivered as a dangerous job.!! The rota system meant

that women sometimes served as ré& rom the late 18th century local lawyers were

responsible for overall adrg@nﬁ
Tithings 9% ’

Tithings ways geographically defined and the two manors each had tithings called
Obri @ xtra Portam, which led to disputes as to which manor small areas of land

beloniged.'* The priory manor’s tithing outside the town gate was recorded from 1225, its

8 H.B. Shillibeer, The Ancient Customs of the Manor of Taunton Deane...1817 (Taunton, 1821), 27—30,
60—1, xxvil—XXiX.

° SHC, DD/SP/71 [ff. 8—24], 325/143; DD/MT/15/1 (1682).
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Lyngford, probably later Obridge, tithing in 1298, and Canon Street by 1312.'¢ The last
appeared as a separate entity only in the account rolls until the Dissolution. In 1334, apart
from the borough ,the Taunton tithings were Holway, Extra Portam, Obridge, Pyrland,
Millane, Grasscroft, Extra Portam Prioris and Obridge or Tobridge Prioris.!” The two last
included land in West Monkton and Kingston St Mary parishes respectively.'® Before the

Dissolution the priory also had lands at Grasscroft.!” Canon Street and Extra Portam Jacobi or

Without the Gate tithings were in regular use as divisions of the priory estate a@%

Dissolution.?’ ‘

Mill Lane tithing was located north of the river and west of %&(Street and
Staplegrove Road and included part of Fairwater in Staplegro @ge tithing extended to
include the area between Station and Staplegrove roads.?=@Grasseroft tithing lay mainly north
of the river east of Bridge Street and Station Road ed property north-west and
south-east of the bridge, on the bridge and i (&)rc ard. The centre line of East Reach
formed the parish and tithing boundar@ n'Extra Portam Jacobi in St James to the north

and Extra Portam in St Mary to th&&.

In St James’ Extra am‘tithing a poor day labourer held the office of tithingman for

two years in the 1650s a an chosen to succeed refused and a tithingman chosen in the
er to take his place and when he refused got a servant to do it.>* A

1670s offered %
primary d f tithingmen was to present the deaths of tenants and discover the extent of

tl)le&hd@n} and the heir.?* From the Middle Ages the borough was divided into six, later

15 Chadwyck-Healey, Som. Pleas c. 1200—1256, pp. 33, 95.
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seven, tithings based on the main streets: East, Fore, High, North, Paul and Silver Streets and
Shuttern each with an alderman who acted as tithingman. By the late 19th century the office
was purely ceremonial.?> Taunton Castle was a liberty outside the hundred and tithing system

although part of the manor of Taunton Deane and comprised all the manor’s mills and some

R

Courts
The clerk of the castle, the steward usually being an aristocrat, held courts orghole

land in Bishops Hull.?¢

manor conducting manorial business and hearing pleas between tenaﬁ%der 40s. Like
rents, fees were fixed and even in the 19th century the highest @0 have an order

drawn, entered and copied.27 Taunton outside the boroug the;manorial hundreds of

Holway and Staplegrove, had its own juries, acco ‘Q gcords. By the early 14th century
there were two leets and up to 14 manor or t é%eken courts each year.?® The twice yearly
leets, also known as lawdays or tourns,were held in tandem with pannage, choice and
fulfilling courts, when officers were sworn. The court was held for the whole manor except

the borough, divided betweef the infaring and outfaring with each hundred dealt with in turn,

including the tithingmen ntments. All tenants except cottagers, overland and 5 a.
holders were requi ttend every court but could usually be excused from intermediate
courts if t &d the lawdays. Courts were not kept regularly under the Crown in the
mid @1 ry but thereafter records are complete except for gaps in the 1640s, 1680s and
A

16908:2° Even during the Civil War some courts were held and tenants pleas settled but

presumably not in the castle. Several tithingmen were fined for not attending in 1643, no

23 SHC, DD/SP/60; A/EDJ1/2, 2/1, 5/1.

26 SHC, DD/DP/81/1.
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Shillibeer, Ancient Customs of Taunton Deane, 59; Borough Customs II (Selden Soc. 21, 1906), 52—3.



courts were held in 1644 but in 1645 returned to their normal schedule and business.*
Tenants were not to sue their fellow tenants in other courts and could in theory forfeit their
copyholds but were usually fined.>! Later courts were held every Saturday in the Castle
exchequer until enfranchisement.>? Matters that had not been settled were taken by petition
before the twice-yearly grand jury, which investigated and made a decision although
sometimes there was insufficient evidence for a verdict or cases were referred to the
magistrates. Jurors were paid 3d. each for these inquiries, raised to 4d. in 159123 he late

17th century the court was powerless against men like Henry Gale and his‘succ rs who

were prepared to defy it.>* &

Priory manor

The urban area of St James including parts of No and East Reach and the hamlet of
Obridge lay in the priory manor. Its court de \%tenancies, breaches of the assizes of
bread and ale, pleas between tenants, vafious pffences and distraint for debt. A few records
survive from the 1290s showing thﬁ&c urts were held only three or four times a year and

not at regular intervals.®®> Teflants'in Extra Portam tithing were negligent in attendance and

some were fined for bein /Defaulters in 1322—3 included two clerks.’® Chevage was

taken from yog@ en they were enrolled in their tithings, usually two or three at each
court for

paid 1@
A\

14"-¢entury population pressure.®® In 1320 a man was fined for refusing to serve as hayward

tithing in the 1320s but only one a year in the 1430s. In 1425—6 a bond tenant

outside the manor.*’ Illegal subletting in Extra Portam possibly reflected early

30 SHC, DD/SP/39, 53—7; DD/X/HPS/4.

31 W. A. Jones, ‘Customs of the Manor of Taunton Deane’, PSANHS XVIII (1872), 93—4.
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in Obridge.*® A reeve and a tithingman were elected for each tithing but Extra Portam tithing
had two reeves in 1330.% By the 1420s five courts were held annually including two leets but
in the 1430s and 1440s 12 to 13 Friday courts were held, the reason for the increase is
unknown.*! By the later 16th century there were petty constables in each tithing but the
office was unpopular; one asked to be discharged in 1626 because he was illiterate and
another in 1661 because his business often took him to London.*?

Before the Dissolution the priory held courts for Obridge, Extra Porta %non
Street tithings separately, which is probably why later owners treated the tithin manors
with separate courts.*® Their tithingmen attended and were appointe(% taunton Deane
outfaring courts until the 19" century.** Taunton late Priory m prising Canon Street
and Extra Portam, continued to have its own courts, tithj en,reeves and aletasters in the
17th century when courts were held at 8 a.m. in thed Quse on the priory site. Later
courts were held in public houses, twice yea &ourts leet and the three week court when
required for tenancy matters, Wthh fo customs of Taunton Deane manor.*> The
Court of Chancery in 1773 ordere a éourt of survey, held at the White Hart.*® Printed forms
sent to tenants in 1819 adv ombined court leet and baron to be held at the Oxford
inn, Canon Street and w ed up with arrears of rent.’

>

Q

Pounds

3% BL, Add. Ch. 16332.

40 SHC, A/BFA/6.

41 BL, Add. Ch. 16333; SHC, A/BFA/7—9; A/AHT/4; DD/SP/373.

42 SHC, DD/SP/18/2, 12; 25; 43/8.

43 e.g. Canon Street: TNA, REQ/2/8/126; Valor. Eccl. 1, 169—70; Canon Street and Extra Portam, Obridge:
SHC, DD/SP/350 (1673—38); above, landownership.

4 SHC, DD/SP/36—47.

4 SHC, DD/SP/356, 374—83; DD/HC/151/1.

4 SHC, DD/HC/134/1/12.

47 SHC, DD/DP/9/14.



In 1317 two men from Obridge were fined for a pound breach on the priory manor.*® The
borough pound for stray pigs was at Paul Street in the late 16th century but had gone by 1692
when the manor pound was used. Tenants paid 1d. at the latter and feared being charged more
by the borough but in 1708 petitioned unsuccessfully for a new Paul Street pound.*’ The

Taunton Deane manor pound at Castle Green in Bishops Hull was let out by 1869 .>°

PAROCHIAL ADMINISTRATION Q'
St Mary ‘ 0
No early parish records survive but in 1493 there were ‘in’ and ‘out’(:%.“ Only one was

recorded during the Civil War when he struggled to cope.’?> T appointed by the

vicar.>® The parish kept accounts on rolls until the late 1

(@]
=

y, which may explain why

few survive.>* Before the late 16th century poor re ' oad repair were objects of charity.
One couple left £20 between them in 1538 a & for highway maintenance.> Thereafter
road repair was a parish responsibility although in 1621 the borough was rated to repair East

and Upper High streets whose disr&gsi'n erfered with the water supply. The two parishes

disputed the repair of East ch'as the parish boundary ran down the centre.’® Householders

traditionally maintained theig street frontages but in 1670 the highway surveyors were granted
a rate to raise £ s of ploughlands had to pay 10s. for a day’s work, horse owners 3s.
and cotta 5.
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In the 18" century a vestry elected three wardens, four overseers and four highway
surveyors, chose a sexton and appointed an organist, a workhouse governor and an
apothecary and surgeon to attend the poor. By 1771 an assistant overseer was employed for
£5 a year increasing to £30 by 1787.5% In 1773 the parish agreed to pay a man 1s. for every
beggar he brought to justice.’® The poor rates were a growing burden and parishioners
complained that houses were over rated and lands under rated. It was agreed not to remove

people between St Mary and St James. In 1782 an overseer was insolvent and @aﬁsh

officers had to be compelled to surrender their rate and account books. In @ mmittee
of 14 drawn from seven parish districts was required to attend the ch&ouse on Fridays
when the poor were paid.®® The vestry was well-attended, 134 i c women came in
1789.°! In 1797 a parish examiner of weights and measwva ppointed probably upsetting

the borough constables, responsible for the marke % *as there is no later record of the

office.®? The churchwardens maintained the &n paid £4 4s. to replace them when they
were stolen in 1811.%

In 1770 the parish was advg&a and holders must repair roads even if they were
not resident and a rate was leéVied'®! The four highway surveyors kept separate accounts in the
early 19th century for two diyisions. The outfaring or without division included many roads,

some turnpike, %rs could provide labour and carts. The infaring or within division,

two by 1827, relied on paid labour and was responsible for pavements and

€ posts and gutters.%’ The surveyors used large quantities of stone and gravel,

«©

8 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/15 (vestry min. 1732—67); D/P/tau.m/4/3/6 (1769—71, 1787); above, soc. hist.,
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62 SHC, Q/SR/364/1/53; D/P/tau.m/9/1/1 (1797).
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imported lias and kerb stone upriver and paid wharfage on five boats c. 1825.%° In 1849
highway responsibilities were transferred to the Local Board of Health.®’

The four overseers of the poor divided the parish between them. In 1819 a select
vestry, which met weekly, fortnightly from 1824, investigated complaints and employed a
vestry clerk, assistant overseer and workhouse governor, later mistress.® It was said in 1832
to have been abolished for being over generous to the poor but in 1835 20 substantiaj{

householders formed a new select vestry.® In 1827 the parish was awarded £3®

compensation for loss of the poor’s land to the canal and by 1833 the overgeers ome was
over £5,000, mainly from rates, and their expenditure slightly less.mxf% the new poor law
St Mary’s continued to pay an assistant overseer £20 but also f ney to support the
union by selling parish property.”! A room in Church S was hired for keeping parish
documents and enabling people to pay their rates Qhen the market house was
used.”? The vicar chaired vestry meetings alt a warden would take his place if
required.”® From 1837 the vestry elected five to sit on the Board of Guardians by a
parish poll. By 1851 the vestry me(z% astle or market house, as it was not allowed to

meet in church, until a new om was established in Paul Street in 1863. Meetings

often voted against rates butdater allowed them on a poll. Up to 400 parishioners attended
\J
and women cou e.and elect officers.”*

In 1 theparish was divided into Within and Without, the former including part of

We&onk and the latter an area of Wilton east of the Sherford stream and from 1886

6  SHC, D/P/tau.m/14/5/1.

67 SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/3 (1849).

68 SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/5; above, soc. hist., welfare.

% SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/3 (1835); 13/9/1.

0 SHC, Q/RUi/5; D/P/tau.m/13/10/4.

I SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/3, 9/1/4 (1860); above, soc. hist., welfare.
72 SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/4.

3 SHC, D/D/Va/1/12, 2/12, 12/12.

74 SHC, D/P/tau.m/4/4/6, 9/1/1, 3—4, 13/9/6.



three detached plots of Corfe parish.”” From 1894 the Without parish met annually at the
Harp inn to elect the chairman, waywarden, district councillor, two overseers and two burial
board representatives.’® By 1921 the parish had lost the new housing estates at Holway and
along South Road to the extended borough but still had a larger rateable value than the rural
parishes adjoining.”” In 1926 allotment wardens were appointed.”® In 1933 the parish was
abolished and incorporated in the borough except for the remaining rural area aroun

Haydon, which was transferred to Stoke St Mary parish.”® St Mary’s Within w@hed in
au

1921 and united with St James Within, Bishops Hull Within and Wilton i
Borough. &
St James E

The early parish records have been lost although in Qn they were kept under the
communion table they included accounts goi ck 60 years. The parish regretted the loss of
church ales, which had paid the parish eleérk and’maintained its armour.! The stocks were
still maintained in 1738—9 although the ducking stool on the river was disused long before

1710 when the site was co ted\into a wharf.3? In 1654 the parishioners complained that

their constable was a ba ept an alehouse, which made him unsuitable for the office.?3

oor and neighbouring parishes were required to relieve its sick and

StJ ame‘:’?
poor in the mid 17th century although the wardens gave alms to strangers, over 100 in

167 . e parish had two churchwardens, elected by the vestry, and up to five

> TNA, RG12/1876; SHC, D/R/ta/34/12/1; D/P/tau.m/13/9/7.

6 SHC, D/PC/sto.s.ma/1/1/2, pp. 1, 5.

7 SHC, D/B/ta/3/16/4, p. 19; D/PC/sto.s.ma/1/1/2, pp. 61—3, 73—5.

8 SHC, D/PC/sto.s.ma/1/1/2, pp. 68.

" SHC, D/PC/sto.s.ma/1/1/2, p. 82; 2/2; Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 439.
80 Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 439.

81 SHC, D/D/Cd/65; above, soc. hist., military.

82 SHC, DD/SP/18/17; D/P/tau.ja/4/1/3 (1738—9); Q/RU/1.

83 SHC, Q/SR/89/32.
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overseers, including women until the mid 18" century.®® The vestry elected wardens and
between 1783 and 1791 the vestry paid overseers 30s. each to serve and appointed a doctor to
attend the poor and later a man was paid to collect militia money.* The parish was divided
into townside and landside each with constables in 1772.%7 In 1838 the vestry decided against
a watch but by 1842 had 11 constables drawn from Hitchcock’s force.®® In 1791 the vestry
discontinued giving poor relief in the vestry room and paying the overseers although in 1804

it agreed to pay them Ss. for every rate levied. In 1808 four men were appointex@%h

division, townside and landside, to assist with money collection.®’

Vestry meetings usually adjourned to a public house, the ch orch and even to the
Octagon Chapel in the 1820s and 1830s.”° In 1820 the vestry a 1a select vestry of 20,
including a doctor and from 1827 an assistant overseer es clerk for £30 a year, and a

matron of the workhouse but in 1832 the assistant t«f% omplained of over generosity to
the poor.’! The parish received £300 compensation for loss of parish land to the canal in
1827.%2 After the establishment of the -law union the vestry continued to elect ten
overseers, half for each division, tl(&g’g dians, five waywardens for the town side and two

for the land side, and two t ollectors.”® The annual vestry, chaired by the vicar from 1840

or earlier, met annually t der church matters and by 1870 three churchwardens were
appointed.”*

In 1 separate Within and Without parishes were established the latter losing land

to S @ %5 From 1894 St James Within had a parish meeting chaired by the vicar to

8 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/4/4/1, 13/6/1; DD/SAS/TN/C795/105.

8 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1783—97).

87 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/22/6—7, 23/3.

8 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1838); Q/APc/1/84; below, this section, police.
8 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1783—91, 1803—32).

% SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1803—32); D/D/Va/1/12, 12/12.

%l SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1820, 1827, 1833); D/P/tau.m/13/9/1.
%2 SHC, Q/RUI/5.

% SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1838).

%  SHC, D/D/Va/1/12, 12/12; D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1.

% SHC, D/R/ta/34/12/1.



elect parish officers and representatives on the Board of Guardians until abolished in 1921.%
The Without council served c. 300 people but after losing half its population to the extended
borough in 1921 reverted to being a parish meeting serving c. 35 households.”” It was
abolished in 1933 and divided between the borough and Cheddon Fitzpaine parish.”®

During the 19th century the Guardians, Local Board of Health and Town Council
successively took over parish civil functions. The Taunton poor-law union comprisi 7
parishes was governed by a Board of Guardians, which first met on 13 May 18 &
included at least eight members from the Taunton parishes.”” In 1894 five @i) ations in
the within parishes opened from noon to 8 p.m. to elect guardians.w&)oard was based in

Somerset House, Middle Street, with the Register Office but i e Guardians sold it

and moved into Mary Street House with the Rural Distrie

abolished and its duties passed to the Public Assis Q Ommittee of Somerset County

Council .1 &
In 1849 the Local Board of He ﬂ@fook over highway responsibility but in 1863

a Taunton District Highway Board@e up comprising local landowners described as
waywardens responsible for220 miles of road in 37 parishes. It met in the Union boardroom
and appointed a district s r until it was abolished in 1895 when councils took over
highway responsibilities.”™ In 1875 the Taunton Rural Sanitary Authority, later District
ﬁe two Taunton Without parishes and other rural parishes in the poor-law

Council, %
unio .@ 25 it was based in Mary Street House and comprised one or two councillors

o~
from'each parish.' It was abolished in 1974 and became part of Taunton Deane District.'%

% SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/2/1; Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 439.

9 SHC, D/B/ta/3/16/4, p. 19; D/R/ta/34/10/11.

% Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 439.

% SHC, D/G/ta/8a/1; D/P/ta.m/D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1838); Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 673.
100 SHC, DD/SAS/C1540/3—S8.

101 SHC, D/R/ta/34/11/4; D/G/ta/8a/47.

192 Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 673.

103 SHC, D/R/ta/32/1/1; Q/AB/85.

104 Taunton of Today (1896), 14; SHC, D/G/ta/8a/47..



BURIAL BOADS

By 1847 church and chapel yards were overcrowded and Tangier people had to be buried two
miles away at Bishops Hull.!% The Local Board of Health ordered the closure of St Mary’s
churchyard in 1852 and in 1853 the parish established a burial board consisting of five
Anglican and four others who agreed fees and kept the accounts. '%7 In 1854 they agreed, to

join Bishops Hull in whose parish a new cemetery was laid out and looked aft@sed

churchyard from 1866. The board suspected the parish of getting improvement paving at

their expense and there was a lot of vandalism. In 1884 the churchyz(&as transferred back
to the parish.'%® Q

St James churchyard was to close after 31 Dece 1875 and the parish wanted a
burial ground close enough for the poor to have a '%w uneral’. Five acres near Fairwater
on Staplegrove road was acquired, laid out i&rseoting circular paths converging on a
sinuous drive and extensive tree planting. Two mortuary chapels, Anglican on the east and

nonconformist on the west, were cg&e

banded brickwork in many ¢6lou patterned tiled roof, two south transepts of different

in a single building, since demolished. It had

design but with circular indows and a turret with spire on the north east.'” There
were 2,184 sp% ecrated ground and 1,461 in the rest. A keeper’s lodge at the
entrance, coutse

SK@’ as decorative ridge tiles with a finial cross.!!”

crematorium and cemetery were provided on Wellington New Road in Bishops

d dark stone with prominent light stone quoins and surrounds to deep-

Hull in 1966. In 1974 the district council replaced burial boards, took over all three

105 Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 672, 676.

106 A Brief History of the late Taunton Improvement and Market Bill (1847), 5; SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/13, p.
14.

107 SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/3—4; Bishops Hull, local govt.

108 SHC, D/P/tau.m/3/5/1 (1884}; D/B/ta/32/1/1 (1853, 1854, 1866—7, 1881—2).

109 SHC. A/BKP/2; A/DIF/106/1.

110 SHC. A/BKP/2.



cemeteries and maintained the closed churchyards but no provision was made for closed

nonconformist burial grounds.'!!

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION
Taunton has had two boroughs; a manorial borough owned by the bishops of Winchester by

the 10th century and nominally still in existence, and a municipal borough with no &

continuous history. In addition the parliamentary borough although originatinmg

manorial borough diverged from it in 1832 when its boundary was extend‘id to de most

built-up areas of St Mary, St James, Wilton and Bishops Hull.!!? Th(% has also been

administered by market house trustees, a local board of health étrict council.

In 1086 the borough with its 64 burgesses, mifit and market formed part of the bishop of

Manorial borough

Winchester’s estate.!!® King Stephen the burgesses the liberties of London and

Westminster and later other episcoﬁ%?;gu)ghs were given the same freedoms as Taunton.!!'*

Taunton was not given a co. (&government or mayor but was farmed out for up to £51

in the 13th century, presw to a community of burgesses, but thereafter remained in the

bishop’s hands.! on seal was made based on that of Exeter showing a stylised castle

flanked b@d croziers, one with mitre, and two peacocks beneath. The legend
OMMUNE BURGI TANTONIE’ indicated some independence under

e -
episcopal lordship.'!® It was used to seal private deeds in the 15th century.'!” By 1225 the

borough jury heard felony cases in the king’s courts. The township was held responsible in

1L SHC, D/PC/b.hl/1/2/4, 2/23.

112 SHC, DD/SAS/C1540/1/3.

3 Domesday Book, 234.

14 Cal. Chart. R. 1257—1300, 274, 324; 1300—26, 354.
15 Hunt, Medieval Customs Taunton, Xi.

116 SHC, A/ABTH/1.

17 TNA, E326/5053.



the 13th century for not preventing a prisoner escaping and for harbouring a murderer.''8 All
residents of the borough were entitled to be heard before the Constable of the castle
according to substance of their complaint or defence without challenge. They do not seem to
have organised themselves into guilds. '

Few borough court records survive before the late 16th century and few entry fines
are recorded.'?’ The Taunton reeves, later portreeves, witnessed a deed in 1244 and received
2s. each from the 1280s.'?! The steward and bailiff of the manor, who held offi Q&fe,
were also steward and bailiff of the borough and the office often ran in fa@e bailiff
was responsible for sealing measures in 1574.!%2 Bailiffs were entitl&pair of gloves and
used under bailiffs for a halfpenny or farthing a week. Bailiff e Flodgate was fined

123

in 1300—1 for carrying out his office in a contemptible @er The clerk to the manor

also kept the borough records , in duplicate one cop Q o Winchester, and was paid 4d.
for each of the borough’s 26 courts.!?* By th &entury the borough had constables, some
of whom were diocesan clerks, portree bailiffs and aldermen. The portreeves managed
the borough and its markets and ac@%n gistrates, assisted by the bailiffs who made arrests

and collected fines.!'?> Aletasters were appointed but in the late 16th century wanted 4s. a year

urts were held fortnightly at the Guildhall built in the market place as

The bo%
a hall of j ture’c. 1466 at the expense of the vicar of St Mary’s on land given by Bishop

RS

18 Chadwyck-Healey, Som. Pleas c. 1200—1256, 28, 296, 304.

119 B.L. Harl. MS 408, f. 213; Borough Customs II (Selden Soc. 21, 1906), 3.

120 Hants. R.O., 11M59/C1/19/4.

121 Cat. Ancient Deeds, 111, D296; .SHC, T/PH/win 1286—7.

122 SHC, DD/X/VNL/1; T/PH/win 1500—1; DD/DP/8/22; Cal. Pat. 1569—72, p. 364, 1572—35, p. 282;
Bishops Hull, local govt.

123 SHC, T/PH/win 1300—1; B.L. Harl. MS 408, ff. 212—13.

124 Hants. R.O., 11M59/C1/19/10; HC, A/EDJ/3/1; Bishops Hull, local govt.

125 R. W. Dunning, ‘The Households of the Bishops of Bath and Wells’, PSANHS, CX, 32—3; TNA, PROB
11/10/31.

126 SHC, DD/SP/22/58.




Waynfleete whose clerk had a key to hold courts.'?” In 1528 the vicar and others acquired a
decayed house in East Street to ‘augment’ the Guildhall and the burgesses also held a house
in North Town. It is not known how they were used.'?® The Guildhall, furnished for cooking
in 1672 when the equipment belonged to an innkeeper, was demolished c. 1769 but the new
market house included a court room known as the Guildhall.'*

Tenants were required to attend the two leets, representative burgesses assessed fines
and helped the portreeves draw up jury panels.'* Courts dealt with tenancies a sances
like straying animals, especially mastiffs for which a penalty of 6s. 8. wa@) 3t
Special courts tried leather quality in the 17th century at which the n{%ppointed mayor of
the chartered borough presided.'*? The borough courts were b regulated by the
steward but two freemen acted as judges and heard diff es between tenants including
monetary cases worth less than 40s.'** Most peopl engen attend the leets, 226 male
defaulters were presented in 1613 rising to n &)0 a century later, and jurors were paid to
try cases, presumably for loss of earnings.!'** In 7716—17 558 male tenants of the manorial
borough were known as ‘trying me’ﬁ%‘gi e to serve on the jury.'>> The court leet continued

to choose two portreeves, t ailiffs, two constables and six tithingmen or petty constables

annually in the late 18th . The portreeves were compensated with £18 a year from

venues but still paid the castle Constable’s £20 fee.!*® By the 18th

century localhgent

RS

127 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/10, 16, 149; DD/MK/9.

128 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/46, 135.

129 SHC, DD/SP/1672/66; above, econ. hist., market.

130 B.L. Harl. MS 408, ff. 212—13.

131 g SHC, DD/SP/49 (Oct. 1601), 53 (Apr. 1642).

132 e.g. SHC, DD/SP/51(1628/9), 52 (1631, 1637); above, econ. hist.

133 SHC, A/CTP/6/6.

134 SHC, DD/SP/49 (Feb. 1588), 50 (Apr. 1613), 61/6.

135 SHC, DD/SP/61/7.

136 J. Toulmin, History of Taunton, rev. J. Savage (Taunton, 1822), 277—8; SHC, DD/MT/1/33, 39; 11/36.

an with legal training were appointed deputy stewards to hold courts




and later lawyers like Robert Beadon, as deputy for the steward, clerk and receiver,
maintained contact between borough and bishop, held courts and remitted revenues. '’

By the early 19th century the town was managed by the county magistrates, the
market house trustees, the parish officers and the bailiffs of the manorial borough who acted
as returning officers and peace officers for St Mary’s parish. held public meetings and
attended the courts. The constables had few duties left but distributed charity money%m
they had issued farthings with the Taunton rebus on one side and castle on the 8
Bailiffs and constables had staves, the latter dating from 1701 and the gift of fo mayor
Francis Hobart and others such as that of Thomas Granger constable&and 1825."%° Four
staves were restored in 1931.!4° Fortnightly borough courts co ' be held for cases of
debt and a leet elected two bailiffs, constables, portreev etasters, shambles keepers,
Cornhill keepers, searchers and sealers of leather, of green skins, seven aldermen,
to present nuisances and breaches of the pea &&eig t rhyne ridders, responsible for the

street rhynes.'*! The bailiffs ensured thaf their néminees were re-elected so that four men

held the office for many years serv{r&e nately.!*? A regular expense was the court leet

dinner.'*

By 1849 despite rmation of the borough constitution the courts were said to
have fallen into di ough two were advertised that winter. An estimated c. 260 burgage
holders sti ed suit of court because they paid lord’s rent.'* The constables, still

resp, r@ejf weights and measures, billeting soldiers and charity distribution, kept the

137 SEC, DD/SP/197, 345; DD/DP/43/4.

138 Toulmin, Hist. of Taunton, rev. Savage, 278; Shillibeer, Ancient Customs of Taunton Deane, 131; SHC,
DD/CH/74/6; C. & J. Greenwood, Som. Delineated (1822), 186; finds.org: SOMDOR-CFDA16.

139 H. Byard Sheppard, Courts Leet and the Court Leet of the Borough of Taunton (Taunton, 1909), 3, 7;
SHC, A/EDJ/2/2; PSANHS, LXIII (1917), xxxix.

140 SHC, DD/SP/453 (1931).

141 Returns Relating to County, Hundred and Borough Courts HC 338 1-1V (1839) xliii, 32; SHC, DD/SP/49;
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143 SHC, DD/SP/456.

144 SHC, DD/SP/65; A/ICTP/6/6; DD/SAS/C909a/7—S.




Constables Feast in November, spending the profits of farming out weighing in the market to
entertain fellow borough officers. It ceased in 1887 but was revived in 1897 when over £8
was spent on decorations, loan of palms and invitations.'* It was said ¢. 1870 that the
bailiffs were ‘elected by so called court leet purely for party purposes’.!*® One annual leet
continued although the record keeping was poor and juries were ‘packed’ to ‘elect’ officers
chosen in advance by their predecessors. The steward and bailiffs refused to consider.other
candidates and the only presentment was a vote of thanks to the bailiffs.!*’ By %s
offices of lowly status were held by the leading men of the town as an hm@ e annual
court leet, held each November in the Municipal Buildings, the formé%mmar school, and
called the Fulfilling Court, redistributed offices. By the 1930s ables, the previous
year’s portreeves, hosted a summer outing and feast kn(Qs the Constable’s Day.'*® By the

mid 20th century just 24 men of the borough were@)

officers who often remained in post for year .&ocal solicitor was appointed steward and

d to form the jury and elect

clerk of the castle, borough and manor ef Taunton Deane and the court was still held in the

early 21st century.'>°

Municipal borough Q’
A slump in the try in the 1620s possibly encouraged application for a corporation

with more control over the town. In 1624 ‘one of the greatest clothing towns in the county’

w@ falling into decay for want of government. The bishop of Winchester feared

incorperation would damage his interests and it was another three years before the charter

45 Taunton of Today (1896), 12; SHC, A/EDJ/2/2; DD/SP/463.

146 SHC, DD/DP/116/2/1/3.

147 “Proposed Incorporation of Taunton’ in Report of Several Cases conducted by James Cook (Taunton,
1895), 32—3, 52—4.

48 Taunton of Today (1896), 12; SHC, A/DVY/1; AIDWX/8/11; A/EDJ/2/1—2, 5/1.

149 SHC, DD/SP/454—35, 457.

150 SHC, DD/DP/203/1—3, 5—7; A/EDJ/5/1.



was granted.'>! Under the 1627 charter civil power was vested in a mayor, 14 capital and 10
inferior burgesses appointed for life who formed a common council with power to make laws
for the town and charge penalties and fines. Burgesses chose the mayor and filled vacancies
and appointed a recorder, a town clerk and his deputy and one or two sergeants at mace. The
corporation was entitled to own land worth up to £100 a year but never did so although in
1640 cloth merchant Richard Potts gave £50 to support the borough officers in the execution

of their office. The recorder and retiring mayor were to be justices of the peacc@i'ght

commit felons to the county gaol to await trial.'>> They probably met in thé Guildhall as in
the 18" century.!> During the Interregnum the corporation mace, th&)uld have been
two, reputedly had Cromwell’s arms engraved on it, later cove a silver plate bearing

the Royal Arms. Its existence was implied in the 1790s Q’tw lost before 1877.15% In 1716

a wealthy burgess requested the mayor and other s ers to be his pallbearers and left

them each a gold ring, gloves, hatbands and silk to cover the maces, implying two then
existed.'> The seal was a version of the’mediev

seal with a corona over the central gateway
and dome-capped flanking round t th poles.!>¢
The charter was takefi-away in 1660 and not restored until 1677 when the borough
was extended to include rishes. The common council was to comprise a mayor, two
aldermen, 12 ot tal burgesses and ten inferior burgesses who elected a clerk but the
gproved by the king. Perhaps suspecting the council’s loyalty provision

recorder %
w @ Six county magistrates to be on the borough commission of the peace. The

%
chartér.was renewed again in 1686. All charters preserved the rights of the bishops of

51 HMC 12th Report App. 1, p. 171.

152 SHC, D/B/ta/1/2/4; Cal. S.P. Dom.1627—S8, p. 101; TNA, PROB 11/185/438.

153 SHC, DD/TB/18/7.

134 R. Locke, Supplement to Collinson’s History of Somerset, ed. F. M. Ward (Taunton, 1939), 144; SHC,
D/B/ta/3/12/1 (1877).

155 TNA, PROB 11/565/325.

156 SHC, DD/PM/7/4/8.



Winchester.'>” A small seal with the name of Bernard Smith mayor 1685 has a crown
between a cherub’s head and wings with the Taunton motto ‘DEFENDAMUS’, probably
derived from the Civil War, which became the borough arms in 1934.'%8 The mayor
appointed a town crier or bellman to cry lost goods and proclaim sales.!>® Despite a popular
opera based on ta mayoral election in 1733 only the members of the corporation could elect
the mayor.!®’ They also granted the freedom of the town, in 1745 to two innkeepers. '%!

With no property or capital the corporation fell under the dominance 0@

families wishing to gain control of the parliamentary seats like Lord Egremont e 1750s

or later Sir Thomas Lethbridge.!'®> The recordership was held by loc&nbers of the
aristocracy. The weakness of the corporation partly explains it 0 replace members as
vacancies were said to belong to various ‘interests’ suc anker John Morland by the later
18" century. In 1792 a dispute revealed that the co ' was not quorate having only 11
members instead of 24 and it was dlssolved plte several attempts by the public to get
the charter restored they had to wait u en 598 people signed a petition demanding
a public meeting to apply for 1ncor§& %4 Unfortunately except for copies of charters all

the borough records of 162§( have been lost.

Market Trustee % “

Originally, %t redevelop the market place, the trustees attempted to fill the gap in town

govi@ ter 1792. There were 60 trustees of whom 40 had to be borough residents and

Ca SP Dom. 1675—6, pp. 39; 1677—S8, 260—1; 1687—79, pp. 168, 240, 261, 266; Toulmin, Hist. of
Taunton, rev. Savage, 278—81; SHC, D/B/ta/1/2/6.
138 W.H. Bailey, ‘The Charters, Seals, Maces and Armorial bearings of Taunton’, PSANHS, LXXXVIII, 53—
5.
159 SHC, DD/TB/15/33, no. 11.
160 SHC, DD/X/BUSH/12.
161 SHC, DD/TB/18/7.
162 Hist. Parl: Commons 1754—1790: accessed 17 Oct. 2019; J. H. Thomas, ‘Economy and Society in 18th-
century Somerset’, PSANHS CXLI (1998), 63; above, landownership.
163 SHC, DD/DP/8/20; Toulmin, Hist. of Taunton, rev. Savage, 283—8; T.H.B. Oldfield, History of the
Boroughs of Great Britain (1792), 449.
164 Toulmin, Hist. of Taunton, rev. Savage, 288; SHC, DD/SAS/C2558/10.



20 country ones. Their powers derived from their 1768 Act of Parliament and additional Acts
of 1817, 1833 and 1840. They were self-elected and their main concern was the repayment of
bond debt and interest.'®®> They employed a beadle, liveried in blue with gold lace, a clerk and
treasurer.'% The trustees were responsible for lighting, paving and watering until the
establishment of the Board of Health when they were limited to running the market but

continued to appoint a clerk of the market and a town crier.'®” In 1926 the trust ceased and all

its duties and powers passed to the town council, confirmed by an Act of 1931 @lg the

Taunton Market Acts.'%® ‘

Following reports and enquiries concerning the @ea , water, sewerage and

Local Board of Health

lighting in Taunton, its inefficient and fragmented go

=

nt and a failed attempt to get

improvement commissioners in 1847, a Loc l(&rc{i of Health was established.'® It first met
on 14 September 1849 and elected members including the Revd. Frederick Jeremiah Smith,

architect Richard Carver and build{&'lli m Shewbrooks. It was chaired by banker Henry

Badcock, employed a surv , aminspector of nuisances and a clerk, had offices in East
Reach and a yard in Ma Street on the site of tenements and a small brewhouse.!”® A
second yard in ard near Denmark Place was acquired for water carts and extended

in 1901 whenythe fife brigade took most of the Magdalene Street site. Wives of board

n@ district visitors concerning poor relief.!”! After the 1849 cholera outbreak at the

165 Taunton Market Act 57 Geo. III c. 1xv; Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), 11, p. 195.
‘Proposed Incorporation of Taunton’ in Report of Several Cases conducted by James Cook (Taunton, 1895), 35;
above, econ. hist., markets.

166 SHC, DD/DP/8/21; Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 28.

167 “‘Proposed Incorporation of Taunton’ in Report of Several Cases conducted by James Cook (Taunton,
1895), 35—6; SHC, Q/RUo0/35; PO Dir. Som. (1866); above, econ. hist., markets.

168 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/7, p. 408; 31/1/8, p. 322; 31/1/11, p. 384; A/DIF/95/37; PAM 2563, p. 18; Kite and
Palmer, Taunton: its history and market trust, 75.

169 SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/12—13.

170 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/1, 1—2, 8, 15, 38; DD/SAS/C212/13/1, p. 81; DD/SAS/C212/Map151.

170 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/1, p. 39, 2/1/3, p. 42, 3/9/6 (1901).



workhouse the Board concerned itself with burial grounds, street nuisances, sewage removal,
pumps, limewashing, paving and housing. Although board members were elected rating
qualifications reduced its electorate to c. 1,200.!”> The Board moved c. 1860 to 21 East
Street. The upper floors of the stuccoed three-storey, three-bay building of the mid 19th
century survive intact with flat pilasters and alternate semi-circular and triangular pediments

over the first-floor windows.!”® In 1875 the board become an Urban Sanitary Distric%as

abolished in 1876 and its responsibilities passed to the Town Council.'7* :‘Q

Town Council (&

The new borough, incorporated in 1876, was usually known a @m Council or Taunton
Corporation to avoid confusion with the manorial boro ts council consisting of a mayor,
six aldermen, half elected every three years and no @ ily from existing councillors, and
18 councillors elected across three wards. Thelelectorate then numbered 2,010. The council
met monthly taking over the work of t oard of Health and served as the Urban Sanitary

District. In 1877 the mayor, Myer ﬁ& ho had been instrumental in securing the new

charter, was provided with arlet gown trimmed with sable and it was agreed he should

have a chain, a sword an ce. The seal was to be that of the town lands charity, identical

to the medieval ified but with the same legend. The silver mace, gift of the town’s

MPs in IWu ounted by a crown and bears the seal.!”> A new seal and arms were
granted

by the College of Arms in 1934 based on the later 17"-century borough

f(&
arms with the addition of a mural crown, supposed to represent king Ine, and a peacock

172 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/1, passim; ‘Proposed Incorporation of Taunton’ in Report of Several Cases conducted by

James Cook (Taunton, 1895), 36—7.

173 P.0. Dir. Som. (1861).

7% Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 672; below, this section.

175 SHC, DD/CH/102/2; D/B/ta/3/12/1 (1876—7); W.H. Bailey, ‘The Charters, Seals, Maces and Armorial
bearings of Taunton’, PSANHS, LXXXVIII, 53—4. A Jew, he was elected Mayor unanimously despite
opposition from the Revd Fred. J. Smith: Taunton Courier 18 July 1877: BNA accessed 18 Feb. 2020.



crest.!”® A house built by organist Charles Harman in 1823 on part of the White Lion site was
acquired.!”” Still known as the Old Council House, 39 East Street formed the municipal
offices until the old grammar school was converted into the Municipal Buildings in 1887.178
It is a stuccoed three-storey, three-bay building whose upper two floors survive with flat
pilasters and sash windows with coloured glass borders and decorative surrounds. The very
tall 1st-floor windows probably lit the council chamber.

From 1878 the takeover of the markets and waterworks was planned, s %ffices
were appointed and committees formed, mainly continuing the responsibilities e Board
of Health.!” The original officers were the town clerk, treasurer, me&)fficer of health,
borough accountant, borough surveyor, inspector of nuisances, ector and school

attendance officers. Later a water inspector, electrical e@r, ace bearer, and inspector of

animal diseases were added.'®® Acts of 1889 and 'l% ded powers to raise money, take

over water supplies, and regulate streets and &81 he civil parishes of Bishops Hull

Within and Wilton were included with QV)V parishes of St Mary and St James although

each remained a separate civil pari(&

In the early 20th ce were reluctant to serve as mayor and in 1913 the mayor

remained in office for a year with a salary of £150. Two aldermen were appointed to

act as overseers e built-up areas of the Without parishes were added to the borough

whose four Civil parishes were abolished and Taunton remained unparished, divided into

w‘ﬁ.@ry extensions were approved in 1932, 1958 and 1966.'3% The 1921 council had

176 W.H. Bailey, ‘The Charters, Seals, Maces and Armorial bearings of Taunton’, PSANHS, LXXXVIII, 53—
5; SHC, D/B/ta/1/3/1; above, this section.

177 SHC, DD/DP/184/2.

178 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883, 1889); Bishops Hull, soc. hist., educ.
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18 members including one woman but only in three wards were there sufficient candidates
for an election to be held.!'®*

In the 1930s the council was responsible for electricity and water supply, sewerage,
elementary education, slum clearance, house building, road improvements, allotments,
implementing war regulations and precautions and under an Act of 1931 the power to create
an aerodrome. ' In 1938 it employed 102 officers and 180 servants.!%® The outbreak of \war
resulted in Charles Goodland serving as mayor for seven years for which he w e an
honorary freeman. His successor was only the second Labour mayor. '’ A@ ar a new
corporation depot with garages and workshops was created at Lamb&)uth of the sewage
works. In 1962 the Coal Orchard depots were demolished for @1}; and the Lambrook
site was extended in 1965. The depot was destroyed in t te 20th century to build a new
flyover and roads and relocated to the new adjoinin f@\ ay industrial park before
moving to Wellington c. 2016.!38 By 1972 theborough had seven wards with 20 councillors
and offices on at least five sites. One qu)a ecisions was to buy Higher Holway for
£1,500,000 for housing.'%’ &

In 1974 the boroug (c&part of the new Taunton Deane district, later borough,

with Taunton Rural Dist Wellington’s Urban and Rural districts.!®® The council

inherited the M uildings, St Paul’s House, converted to council offices in 1930,

offices at e Bow, Mary Street House, headquarters of the former Taunton Rural District
Cou @ Wellington but was still short of space and temporary offices were taken in

Bat ce and elsewhere. In 1985 Taunton Deane Borough Council planned a new building

for 272 employees and Deane House was completed in 1987 in Belvedere Road behind

184 SHC, A/DIF/49.

185 SHC, D/DC/tau.d, unlisted boxes 16—17, 19; Taunton Corporation Act 21—2 Geo. V c. cii.
186 SHC, D/B/ta/4/5/1 (Sep. 1938).

187 SHC, D/DC/tau.d, unlisted boxes 16—17, 19.

188 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/6 (Dec. 1959, Dec. 1962); D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box 1 (1965).

189 SHC, D/DC.tau/2/2/1.

19 Youngs, Local Admin. Units, 1, 676.



Flook House.!”! Councillors representing the unparished area of Taunton, known as the
charter trustees, continued to elect a mayor and a deputy for the town and a sergeant at mace
remained in office.'”> On 1 April 2019 West Somerset district council merged with the

borough to form Somerset West and Taunton District Council, abolished in April 2023 when

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS Q'
Mint Q

Taunton had a mint from the late 10th century until the reign of Stepﬁ%. 1254), possibly

Somerset came under a unitary council.

to meet the manor’s need for cash for rents, salaries and trade. er called Brihtric was
at work under Edward the Confessor and Harold and possibly another named Boia.!”* In 1086
the mint made £2 10s. a year profit for the bishop ster, the same as the market.'**

Surviving coins show moneyers called Elfri &1. I) and Alfred (z. Stephen) but
production was apparently small.!®> The’mid 17th-century tokens and the charity farthings
issued in 1667 may have been pro@vl ally. They circulated widely and have been found

in Dorset, Gloucestershire, Hampshire and Wiltshire.!*® Illegal coining included an unknown

15th-century counterfeit reign coins and a brewer hanged in 1473 for coining nobles at
the instigation on goldsmith.!”” There were arrests in 1726 for coining shillings and
in 184517 and'Mary Adey made ‘silver’ coins out of base metal spoons in East Reach.!*®

RS

191 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/3 (Sep. 1930); D/DC/tau.d unlisted box 1 (report, 1985); D/DC/tau.d/2/2/14 (21 Jan.
1986); date on building.

192 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/2/2/4 (8 Jan. 1976).

193 PSANHS CXXVIII (1984), 17; CXXXI (1987), 158.

194 Domesday, 234.

195 Toulmin, History of Taunton, rev. Savage, 108; PSANHS CXXIII (1979), 93; CXXXI (1987), 220.

19 e.g Finds.org.uk: SOM-74E522, 82C2ES; GLO-4668EF; HAMP-255993; WLT-EABFO3.

197 SWHT, HER 44409; H. Kleineke, ‘The Prosecution of Counterfeiting in Lancastrian England’, Medieval
Markets and Money (2016), 215—=6.

198 DD/SAS/C2548/2 [Norris’s Taunton Jnl, 23 Sep.1726]; S. Minnitt, Counterfeit Coins in Somerset, 1810—
1855, PSANHS CLXIII (2020), 182—3.




Coroner

Under the bishops of Winchester Taunton Deane manor and borough had its own coroner and
the royal coroners were excluded from Taunton Deane hundred.!®® In 1297—38 the burgesses
were presented for not raising a hue and cry when the coroner arrived.?” In the 16th century
the office was served by Taunton men, probably in combination with the office of bailiff.?’!
In 1755 an inquest held at the Antelope in the market place led to the murder of a fem&
witness who was trampled to death for refusing to testify against a murder sus %ing
already been threatened with imprisonment by the Mayor and others if she(re QOZ
Coroners were elected but in 1845 borough coroners were abolishedé%w county
coroners’ districts created.??®> Taunton came under the west So @)roner, based in the

town, who had a deputy by 1893 when they held 99 inquests.’**Jn 2015 the county was

placed under a single coroner based in the former ipal Buildings in Corporation
Street.?% A(r'%
Registrar (@

The Register Office in Low, iddle Street, later known as Registry Place, was designed by
Richard Carver in rende?@ or Gothic style and built by George and Robert Herniman in
the early 1840s, ed the superintendent registrar but there were also a registrar of

marriage@trar of births and deaths for each parish.?® By 1895 the superintendent
was e@ e for four urban and three rural registrars.?’” The Register Office, shared with

rd of Guardians and known as Somerset House, was sold in 1926 and the service

199 Chadwyck-Healey, Som. Pleas c. 1200—1256, p. 293.

200 SHC, T/PH/win 1297—S.

WU Cal. Pat. 1585—6, p. 195; 1586—7, 1, p. 194; TNA, KB9/458/50, KB9/5992/108.

202 SHC, DD/DP/59/11.

203 SHC, Q/C/8/2; Q/SR/573/119; DD/SAS/C909/123.

204 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/1 (Jan. 1893); C/CR/Misc/1; Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 71.
205 SHC, C/CR/w. cat. Most records before 1971 were destroyed.

206 Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852).

27 Taunton of Today (1896), 15.



moved to Mary Street House and c. 1945 to Flook House.?*® In the early 21st century it was

based in the former Municipal Buildings.

Inland Revenue and Customs

Excise officers were said to have provoked a riot in 1647.2% They were provided with their
own seat in St Mary’s church in the 18th century.?!® The Inland Revenue offices were in East
Street in 1859 and by 1864 also housed the tax commissioners.?!! In 1878 the % leased
the former bank at 4 Fore Street but ¢. 1892 had moved again to share offie)ﬁhe Excise
over a bank at 54 North Street. The two services employed a survey&eight assessors and
a supervisor and four officers respectively.?'? By the 1920s th % wo Taunton tax
districts; the first with offices in Hammet Street and lategfo Bridge Chambers, Bridge

Street and the second district based at Westminster4 ildings on the corner of

Corporation Street then after 1935 at Reven se, Billet Street.”!® Revenue House, a

white three-storey block, was demolished in . Replacement brick offices in Corporation
Street closed in the 2010s and werg&e ed to flats in 2022—3.2!* The Customs and excise

were based in The Crescen@ ter 20th century before moving to Brendon House off

o

Other Go ent Offices

208 SHC, D/G/ta/8a/47; D/DC/tau.d unlisted box 17, 1943—5 (Sep. 1945).

209 Below, local politics.

20 SHC, DD/SAS(C/795)/15 (1746).

UL SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/3, p. 5; Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 19.

212 SHC, DD/X/CMG/1; Taunton of Today (1896), 16—17.

213 SHC, D/B/ta/13/3/1, p. 413; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929) 35; Taunton Official Handbook and Guide
(1931), 95; SHC, D/B/ta/95/2122; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957) 10, 12, 16.

214 SHC, DD/X/SML/9, p. 28.

215 SHC, DD.X/ROW/1.

High Street.?!




The District Probate Registry was in Hammet St in the 19th century,?'® in Westminster Bank
Buildings in the early 20th century and later in Bridge Street.?!” In 1931 the Labour
Exchange, formerly Town Villa possibly by Richard Carver with a later wrap-around
shopfront on the corner of Bridge and Wood Streets, opened six days a week including a late
evening. It was demolished in the 1970s for road widening and the exchange, now Job
Centre, moved to Brendon House.?'®

Most ministries used existing buildings often in Hammet Street but in t Os the
Ministries of Health and Pensions and the Inland Revenue Valuation depa@ cupied a
block of offices designed to look like houses in Priory Avenue, now mantle House.?
The Ministry of Pensions later moved into Silver Street House: ter 20th century
Brendon House was built on the site of Pool Wall mill o reet for the Ministry of
Labour and remained in use in the early 21st cent .-_ ernment offices. A scheme to
move 120 Foreign Office staff to Taunton in was not carried out. In 1961—4 Quantock
House was built in two blocks at the south en Paul Street for the Ministry of Agriculture
to replace offices throughout the to(& as closed and demolished in 2017.22° In 1991
high quality brick offices w. at Tangier on the river bank for the Treasury Solicitor
and Charity Commission th had moved back to London by 2016. The Admiralty
Hydrographic S tablishment was set up at Halcon before 1937 to produce maritime

o

charts for

i
a}&ty@(yr Jowsey’s original chart factory has been demolished.??!

ary and civilian customers. It remained on Admiralty Way in the 2020s

216 Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 17; Taunton of Today (1896), 17.

217 Taunton of Today (1896), 17; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929) 35; Taunton Official Handbook and Guide
(1931), 71.

28 Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 101; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957) 16; SHC,
DD/X/BUSH/13.

219 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 68.

220 SHC, D/B/ta/3/22/7, pp. 404, 456; D/B/ta/24/1/143/8432; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), A17—18.

221 1Inf. from Hydrographic Office; VCH Office, Taunton, R. Lillford, ‘A Biographical Dictionary of Somerset
Architects and Surveyors’ (2022), 309.



COURTS
Apart from the manor courts the oldest were probably those of the church. The archdeacon of
Taunton held a court in St Mary’s church in 1244.2%2 His court for church and probate matters
was kept regularly until the 19th century and an area in St Mary’s church was known as the
Consistory Court in the 18 century.??* Courts were badly attended after the Interregnum.
Archdeaconry business was conducted by a local notary in 1696 and later by the solicitors
who managed the manors.??* A piepowder court at the fairs produced 3s. 4d. fo %nor in
1388—9 but from the mid 15th century paid a fixed fee of 1s. 84.%*° In 18@ f horses
and cattle were required to be recorded in the court and nine beadles(&appointed to
account for receipts.??°

Taunton Deane manor tenants were not required rveyon assize or sessions juries
unless they held land outside the manor.?*” QuartersS QASSIZCS with Gaol Delivery and
the County Court were held in the Castle in & Hull until the Shire Hall opened on 22
March 1858.22 Two Quarter Sess10ns of\thé Assizes and the County Court continued to
be held at the Shire Hall until abol in’1971. The Taunton court district covered west

Somerset, Bridgwater, Cha t and north Devon with offices in Hammet Street and by

222 Pisc. Abbrev. (Rec. Com.), 121.

223 Above, rel. hist., archdeaconry; SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/15 (vestry min. 1761): SHC, DD/X/MDT/393, p.
14.

24 A. Thomson, Church Courts and People in Seventeenth Century England (2022), pp. 86—7, 90—4; SHC,
DD/SAS/C112/20/7; DD/SP/423—A43.

225 SHC, T/PH/win, 1388—9; 1454—S5, 1496—7, 1544—5; DD/SP/325/1217.

226 SHC, A/CTP/6/6.

27 SHC, DD/MT/15/1 (1687).

228 Bishops Hull, local govt.

29 Taunton of Today (1896), 13; Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 71; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton
(1957) A 17.

230 SHC, DD/X/ASZ.




Shire Hall was built on the site of The Grove, a large late Georgian mansion in
Shuttern with grounds extending downhill to modern Park Street.?*! Richard Carver’s 1854
classical designs were rejected. A public competition in 1855 was won by W. B. Moffatt, a
former partner of George Gilbert Scott, although the building work by George Pollard of
Taunton remained under Carver’s supervision.?*> The foundation stone was laid 14 August
1855 and the building in an irregular and flamboyant Tudor style took two and a hal 1s to
complete.?** Set back from Shuttern to take advantage of the slope, the two mai %rooms
with large traceried rear gable windows extend the main depth and full hei@)@ building
on either side of the grand entrance hall with its balconied porch and(&l%o housing
busts of Somerset worthies including Robert Blake, John Lock Fielding and John
Hanning Speke. The hall, used for events such as a ball j ﬁf John Hanning Speke in
1863 and recruiting in 1916, was ceiled to provid@@or civil court, converted in 1928
into a chamber for the county council.?** Go (&nt ribunals and commissions also used
the building, there were offices for the €lerk e Peace and the High Sheriff and in a west

3

wing with their own grand entranc{&

gaol, since disused, allowe%o s to be brought directly into the dock. Crowds watched
public executions on the of opposite until 1867. The lower ground floor housed the
county records ces and there was accommodation for the Keeper, a post held by

members % en family from the mid 19th to mid 20th centuries.**> By the 1930s there

judge’s lodging. A passage under the road to the

w@ ts from judges about the layout of courtrooms and lodgings.?*¢ Alterations
includéd removal of the roof lanterns and the railings and gates in 1943.2%7 A large area of

housing to the west was demolished and despite provision of car parking much open parkland

B SHC, tithe award; Q/SR/606/94.

22 SHC, Q/AC/6—10; DD/L/1/10/35A.

23 SHC, DD/SAS/C909/169.

2% SHC, C/CA/G187/1; DD/SF/17/5/15.

25 SHC, A/DGU/1, 4—5; Q/AC/21; ; SWHT, Som. HER 36786.
26 SHC, Q/AC/25.

27 SHC, D/DC/tau.d unlisted box 17, 1942—3, 29.



remained. Criminal and other courts continued to be held at Shire Hall except during
alterations and renovations in 1988—90 when they were held at Wells. Offices were provided
for the chief clerk to the courts and the county court registrar.?*® However, the courtrooms
were not considered secure enough for the most serious criminal trials and after 1971
Taunton was a third tier Crown Court.?*° The Nisi Prius courtroom retains its grand jury box
and has been used occasionally for theatrical performances. A{

Local justices of the peace for the county, and the borough when there % met
in regular petty sessions but special sessions were held in the early 19th c@nthly for
highway matters and annually for alehouse licensing, appointing ovd% and surveyors and
examining highway accounts. Examinations of paupers and un others were carried
out at the Magistrates Office in East Street before the sessiens.’*? The Taunton justices had
their own clerk in the mid 19th century.?*! Petty ses Qe held in the Guildhall on the
ground floor of the Market House every We A& for the town and every Saturday for the
rural areas.?*? The room became 1nade n the 1870s justices used the Shire Hall.>*?
County sessions were held monthl fr 1899 the borough had its own commission of
the peace and held weekly Wednesday petty sessions but in reality held daily to deal with the
volume of offences from s to not paying rates. Unlike the county justices the borough
justices had to hire Hall.>** In 1906 there were 16 magistrates on the borough
commlssb@aw and 22 in the Taunton division of the county commission

the rural parishes.?* Increased business for all courts and separation from

resp

thelr inistrative offices made a separate magistrates court desirable. In 1980—2 the lower

28 SHC, PAM 1106 Taunton Crown and County Court (1990).

239 SHC, A/ASC/11/4/6.

240 SHC, D/P/tau.m/14/5/1.

241 Robson, Dir.Som. (1839); PO Dir. Som. (1866).

242 Harrison, Harrad & Co. Dir. Som. (1859); P.O. Dir. Som. (1861, 1866).

23 SHC, Q/AC/23, 28; Q/SR/671/4.

24 SHC, DD/TBL/42/9/6 (Taunton Mail, 21 June, 15 Nov. 1899); D/B/ta/3/16/1; DD/AY/132/1—13;
Q/AC/23; DD/SAS/C2402/48.

5 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1906).



ground floor of Shire Hall and portable buildings were fitted out as temporary premises.?*® A
new courthouse opened in St John’s Road in 1992 with four courtrooms opening off a first-

floor concourse, offices and cells and won a Civic Trust Award in 1995.%4

PRISONS
A town prison was recorded in 1242—3 when a prisoner escaped.”*® Several escapes wére
recorded but it is not clear whether from the castle or town prison, which durin %cies in
the see of Winchester belonged to the Crown.?** The borough bailiff was spge for
writs, distress, arrest and ward but for a royal summons under the gr((&?x he shared
responsibility with the hundred bailiff.?>° In 1352 Sir Thomas Fi @as pardoned for
illegally imprisoning a man in Taunton, as well as for r and forgery.>>! In 1531 a
mercer claimed he had been wrongly imprisoned tables and a bailiff.>>

The Bridewell, on the Tone Bridge n (%st of North Street, was built in 1582 as a
county house of correction. It was often/in poor repair and some prisoners died there

including the Revd Edmund Peach{&)v ting execution for treason in 1616.2% It was one of

three houses of correction maintained by the county and its master was appointed by Quarter

Sessions.?>* In 1632 the complained that poor maintenance of the leads enabled
prisoners to escape:’ 1650, while it housed a Royalist committed by the County
Committeg; its decayed gates were a nuisance.>>® Despite repairs it was again decayed in

165@t oused a runaway apprentice and nine diseased women committed for bastardy.

246 SEC, A/DLZ, reports 1980—2.

7 SHC, A/DQO/404/4/1.

28 Chadwyck-Healey, Som. Pleas c. 1200—1256, 296.

M9 Cal. Close, 1268—72, p. 68; Cal. Pat. 1301—7, p. 39; SDNQ, X VI, 52; Bishop’s Hull, local govt.
250 B.L. Harl. MS 408, f. 212; Borough Customs II (Selden Soc. 21, 1906), 165—6..

BL - Cal. Pat. 1345—50, p. 98; 1350—4, p. 377.

32 TNA, REQ 2/3/252.

233 SDNQ, XXXII, pp. 629; E.H. Bates, Quarter Sessions Records, 1607—25 (Som. Rec. Soc. 23, 1907), 20;
Cal. S.P. Dom. 1611—18, p. 357.

24 SHC, Q/SR/49/16, 49; 58/19, 86.

25 SHC, Q/SR/70/85—6, 75/53—4.

2% Sheppard, Court Leet of the Borough of Taunton, 35; Cttee for Compounding, 11, 1812.




In 1669 a ‘distracted’ women was housed there..?>” The keepers lived in the house and the
office often passed within the family.?>® Even locked shackles did not prevent a prisoner
escaping but in 1685 it was used to house some of the Monmouth rebels.>>® In 1686 the
gaoler, as keeper of the sergeant’s ward for the corporation, was ordered to receive a female
debtor.?® Despite escapes and fires in the early 18™ century the deep hall was used for the
worst criminals and there were tools for those committed to hard labour.?®! The corporation

appointed keepers of Taunton Gaol and in 1698 a widow briefly governed the '%nd
g

another in 1741.262 In 1747 a prisoner awaiting execution killed a guard blam s cruel
treatment by the keeper Nathaniel Gardner who was accused by anoﬁ%soner of cruelty
and extortion.?®® In 1753 the justices of the peace were authori uild the prison and in
1755 asite in Wilton was acquired. The old Bridewell old"and became a private
house.?®* Criminals thereafter were sent to Wilton ebtors to Ilchester.?®

A pillory was recorded in the market & and 1676.2%° Stocks in East Reach had

decayed by 1595 but others were kept by the parishes.?®’ Parishes lockups were known

locally as Cowhouses. In 1629 the inhabitants of St James parish had to contribute to building

a new prison, probably at n on the north side of Staplegrove Road. Apparently
destroyed during the Civ it was replaced by a private house before 1652.2%8
St Mary’ ¢ Cow House and Little Ease at the Guildhall, presumably intended

for miscr@r g market days but also used for vagrants and deserters. Both were

257 .WS-Harbin, Quarter Sessions Records, 1646—60 (Som.Rec. Soc. 28), 124, 154, 283, 313—14;
S SR/94/84, 105; B.Dawes, Quarter Sessions Records, 1666—76 (Som.Rec. Soc. 34), 74, 83.

258 SHC, Q/SO/7 ff. 246v, 374, 387v, 402; Q/SO/9, ff. 84v, 334, 392.

2% SHC, Q/SR/160/25; Q/SO/7 ff. 456v.

260 SHC, DD/X/WHI/6 (1686).

61 SDNQ, IV, 309; SHC, Q/SR/300/151; 305/22; 307/12, 14.

262 SHC, Q/SO/8 ff. 313, 319, 357v, 376 v; Q/SR/309/118—19.

263 SHC, Q/SR/315/47, 50—1.

264 SHC, Q/SR/322/1/9, 322/2/33, 323/3/38, 323/4/19; D/B/ta/31/5/6; Wilton, local govt.

265 C. & J. Greenwood, Som. Delineated (1822), 186.

266 SHC, DD/SP/49 (Apr. 1587); Dawes, Quarter Sessions Records, 1666—76, 217.

267 D. Shorrocks, Bp Still’s Visitation and ‘Smale Bk’, 168; above, this section.

268 J.S. Cockburn, Somerset Assize Orders 1640—59 (Som. Rec. Soc. 1971), 2—3; SHC, DD/X/HPS/4 (Apr.
1646); DD/SAS/C795/TN/44 (1646); DD/SP/98 (1652).



demolished in the 1760s.2° Another prison in St Mary’s parish was repaired in 1782 and
boards laid for the prisoners to sleep on but in 1785 St James vestry was consulted about a
new prison. Eventually in in 1787 they agreed to pay a third of the cost of a lock up and
keeper’s house being built near St Mary’s church. However, Sir Benjamin Hammet objected
to its spoiling his new street, repaid the expense and provided a new Bridewell in a court off
Magdalene Lane.?’® It was only c. 16ft by 14ft with accommodation above for the ke

who shared a pump and privy with two one-roomed cottages and in 1787 the w, ourt was
conveyed to the corporation for use as a borough prison, known as the No@ ry’s
parish paid the keeper to apprehend vagrants and see them out of tov& 1794 the

workhouse governor kept the prison to house vagrants but it w ﬁ‘ the 1860s and

demolished.?”! Q
POLICE & ;
The borough constables and tithingme %{)eace in the Middle Ages and the bishop’s

constable was accused of harbouri{g%a who failed to take thieves in 1225.27? Later the

parishes appointed constables; St es’ had two in 1772 and St Mary’s had nine with nine
assistants in 1834. Disor en were bound over but women were imprisoned for several
days being una ovide surety.?”> In 1836 the guardians were divided over paying for

policing buf‘most wanted night patrols and the inspection of beer and lodging houses.?’* By
184 t@/ e 24 constables, seven described as unqualified, to keep watch day and night,
r&crimes and report fires, street lamps not working and illegal drinking. Most took their

work seriously although some got drunk and one took his wife to a concert when he should

269 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/3 (1714, 1763); Siraut, Som. Wills, 216; above, econ. hist., market.

20 SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/1 (1782, 1785, 1787); D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1785, 1787); A/CPT/13/5.

211 McDermott, Sir Benjamin Hammet, 29; SHC, DD/KLY/C/2898; D/P/tau.m/9/1/1 (1788); D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1
(1838); Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 28; above, soc. hist, welfare.

22 C.E. Chadwyck-Healey, Som. Pleas c¢. 1200—1256 (Som. Rec. Soc. 11), p. 85.

213 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/22/6—7; D/P/tau.m/12/2.

24 TNA, HO73/8.



have been on duty.?’> In 1853 60 men were nominated for the office and an additional list
included seven borough policemen.?”®

In October 1838 after a spate of crimes William Hitchcock organised a borough force
and became its honorary Chief Superintendent. A sergeant and ten constables were based at a
police station in Church Square where some resided. They wore a blue uniform with white
embroidery and buttons. On census night 1841 a woman and her baby were in the cells.?’’ In
the first quarter of 1844 the force dealt with one murder, two highway robberie 6 other
felonies and misdemeanours, recovered stolen property and saved six liveq) orce
depended on public subscriptions, in 1846 an almshouse paid 6d. a v(&(()r police
protection, which meant there was no policing for poor neighb . North Town

residents had their own system of paid watchmen. Cons S e sworn in by the parishes

and an inspector was in post by 1847.2° By 1851 a force of railway police in the

town consisting of a sergeant and four const &)

In 1853 the governor of Wiltor@ a Parliamentary committee the Taunton
constabulary was not properly sup%. "'In 1856 a Somerset constabulary was

established under the new ce Act controlled by Quarter Sessions until 1888 and then by a

standing committee of S t County Council.?®? The borough force formed part of the

283

county constab a superintendent, three sergeants and 14 constables in the 1890s.

They wer erned by agreements of 1915, 1936 and 1944 with the borough council paying

tlf&@ja the cost of policing the town.?3*

215 SHC, Q/APc/1/84; D/P/tau.m/12/1.

276 SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/3.

271 The Police and Constabulary List (1844), 61 [facsimile SHC, PAM 1206]; TNA, HO107/972.
28 Police and Constabulary List (1844), 99.

2% SHC, DD/DP/116/2/1/2 (1846); DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, pp. 50—3.

280 TNA, HO107/1923.

8L 1, P. Collis, ‘The Struggle for Constabulary Reform in Somerset’, PSANHS XIX—C, 75, 89,92—3, 98,
102.

282 SHC, DD/ASC, cat.
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In 1857 the justices of the peace purchased land and houses east of the new Shire Hall
for a police station.?®> It was built of light coursed rubble with dark stone dressings in a
similar style to Shire Hall.?%¢ In 1873—4 it was extended northwards to provide additional
living accommodation and in 1891 a superintendent and a sergeant with their families and
seven constables were resident.”®” The force grew reaching 23 in 1924.2% The county police
moved into the entrance block of the former prison on the south side of the street, local
Wilton, which was rebuilt in 1940 to become the headquarters of the combine ‘%aﬂd
borough constabularies with the old building used as police flats until derré@ 1959.%%°

Concern over the consequences of having more soldiers in th&l during the First
World War led to requests for women police officers. The chi @)le was against the
t

scheme but the borough force had declined from 21 in 1945, to 15 by 1917 of whom four

were re-employed pensioners and eight were habl alled up for military service. The
first woman was appointed in February 19 women earned more in the factories they
were difficult to retain and none were appointedafter the war.>*® In 1932 there were again
only 15 officers instead of the 26 né& tin 1933 the county constabulary created an

investigation department a a traffic department by which date 68 police officers

were resident in the boro t all were male.?! There was one constable per 1,400 people

other towns in the county, a Women’s Auxiliary Police Corps was

in 1941, far fe\}Q
formed a re were c. 175 special and reserve constables during the war. However, the

c@ sharply especially among non-residents and the detection rate was under 50
er ¢

292
P .

25 SHC, DD/X/BWR/3; Q/APb/3/52.

286 SHC, T/PH/rea/3/112.

287 SHC, Q/AP/53; TNA, RG 12/1875.

288 SHC, Q/APb/3/65; C/PO/2/2/9 (1924).

289 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), 121; above, intro.

2% SHC, DD/ASC/4/6/1, 10/1/4.

1 SHC, DD/ASC/2/3/15; Q/APb/3/65; C/PO/2/2/9; TNA, RG101/305/1/WOOA—WOPG.
292 SHC, DD/ASC/2/3/15, 10/1/4.



Police houses were built throughout the town between 1948 and 1954.2%% In the 1950s
the number of Taunton officers rose from 30 to 97 including five female officers. Traffic
wardens were employed from 1964 but there were only ten detectives in the borough in 1967
and some were probationers.”** In 1974 the Somerset and Avon constabulary was established.

In the early 21st century the police station closed and an enquiry office opened in the district

council offices.?® A{
Somerset County Council ‘ Q

The county council was formed in 1889, including three councillors(% borough, and met

in the Shire Hall. In 1906 a planned three-storey building was @mented and existing
hro

buildings were converted.?*® County offices were dispeﬁg

h the county including the
former gaol partly adapted as County Buildings u Hall was built in 1932—S5 on
the Crescent field. With the culverting of the @&Svtream the field formed a single site
within the grounds of Shire Hall. Desi b ncent Harris and built by Nichols of
Gloucester, County Hall consisted curved three-storey nine-bay range with two gabled
wings of buff brick facing and stone dressings on a concrete frame. The original
plan of 1929 was to add imilar blocks at either side and demolish Shire Hall but only the
south block was built: former galleried entrance hall with marble skirtings and vaulted
plaster ce"@s etween two stone staircases with heraldic stained glass windows by
Gjog@ r Gray and carries the names of Somerset worthies on the walls. The first floor

formerly housed panelled offices, applewood for the clerk and light oak for the chairman,

293 SHC, C/CA/18/61,259, 263, 265, 268, 276, 655, 666—S.
24 SHC, A/DIG/1, 45; DD/ASC/2/3/17.

25 SHC, DD/ASC, cat.

2 SHC, DD/SK/6/9.



with quality 1930s furnishings including glazed bookcases and delft tiles but much of the
interior was gutted and the furnishings removed in the 1990s.%*”

In the 1950s, the planning and civil defence offices were sited in houses in Upper
High Street, since demolished. In 1961 the highways department had offices in South Street,
rebuilt for weights and measures, later trading standards and scientific services, but
demolished for housing in the late 20th century.?*® New office blocks on Park Street known
as Rodwell, later Bedford, House were occupied in the 1960s. Additional bloc e built to

the north of County Hall in 1962—4, partly over a large formal courtyard @ ond, and

in 1968—9.2% In April 2021 the county council was replaced by Sox&Council on the

same site. %0

SERVICES AND UTILITIES 0

Water &
Taunton’s medieval water supply and %ﬁpended on streams, which were diverted,

a
such the Sherford stream by ancien c:%lsed for ‘communal conduits’.> It was diverted
before 1209 mainly through/the mill stream or town rhyne from Pool Wall mills along the
west boundary of High rgages, probably the Town Shutt recorded in 1719, to feed
the castle moat ill called potwater in the early 20th century.>*! Wells of varying
date were d surk in and beside a section of moat near Castle Bow in the 1930s.>% In

1 ‘56&@ William Leonard left £10 to bring a watercourse through High Street where
ate

w owed through open gutters to either side of North Street. They were the responsibility

of the manor’s rhyne ridders, swept clean three times a week but functioned primarily as

27 SHC, DD/X/BNL/10; A/DNM/1; DD/SK/6/9.

28 SHC, C/CA/27/1/1, 12, 15A, 18; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), A12; SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/142/8404.
29 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 76; J. Orbach, South and West Somerset, 620.

300 B.L. Harl. MS 408, f. 213.

301 SHC, DD/SP/191/56; PSANHS LXXXVI, 55.

302 A.W. Vivian-Neal, ‘Materials for the history of Taunton Castle’, PSANHS LXXXVI, 56—7.



sewers. Lack of water, only available on Sundays by the 1840s, rendered the rhynes
useless.’® A watercourse in the centre of the market place, presumably to feed the conduit
that stood there in 1305 and 1427, was diverted before 1466 possibly into the great gutter
which ran round sides of the market until 1769.3% In 1615 and 1621 Sherford stream,
diverted through a hole and sluice at Pool Wall, was needed in case of fire.’*

William Giffard in the early 12th century granted the priory a mile long watercourse

from the Sherford stream to their site controlled by a ‘great weir’. That was re@ter
e

1332 by a new course from the Blackbrook or Stockwell stream.?% Taunt@ manor
was concerned more with water for the mills and domestic water wa{%czted. In 1389 a
man was allowed have water from Pool Wall mill through an @the size of one little

finger and no more’ and a farm was allowed water from tockwell stream in the 1580s

through two ‘barrel holes’.*” Wells included Marti corded from the 1340s and St
Mariewell.* In 1440 Busshopeswell was probably south of East Reach.*” Some people had
the right to shared private wells such as/that in East Street in 1555.3!° Town wells were often

condemned and were replaced b l’:.\%s' pumpmaker was at work in 1571. Users of
Eastgate and East Street w &o maintain the rope and bucket in the 1590s but the wells
at St John’s Cross in Hi% t and in Fore and North Streets were to be repaired or stopped

up'In 1615 a Mary’s churchyard with a gutter and sink used for washing wool

and bucking linen was condemned and would be stopped up if used for more than

3083 TNA, PROB11/45/206; SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, p. 47; above, intro.

304 SHC, T/PH/win 1305; Bridgwater Borough Archives (Som. Rec. Soc. 58), pp. 42, 88; SHC,
DD/SAS/C795/ BA/9/7. TN/10; DD/DP/93/4.

305 SHC, DD/SP/22/3—4, 13; Q/SR/39/92.

306 SHC, DD/SP/64, 459; above. intro.

307 SHC, T/PH/win 1388—9; DD/SP/4 (8 Oct. 1585).

308 SHC, T/PH/win 1345—38, 1409—10. Sites are unknown but a family called Atte Welle had a house
adjoining Martineshurne in 1348: SHC, DD/VN/2/2.3.

309 SHC, DD/SP/325/15.

310 SHC, DD/SP/49 (May 1592); T/PH/hps/1.

311 SHC, DD/SP/49 (May 1593, Apr. 1597, May 1602).



potwater.?!? In 1636 an ancient watercourse, possibly the same gutter, ran through St Mary’s
churchyard near the church house.*!?

The Stockwell Stream was corrupted and the Commission of Sewers tried to enforce
communal cleaning in 1568 and later was asked to fine people 40s. for diverting the water
from the former priory supply leaving those tasked with its maintenance without any.!*
Owners of adjoining houses were still expected to scour the watercourse in 1677—8.2!>\In St

James parish many relied on the watercourse between the whirligig*!® and the @ne,

which was obstructed by rubbish in 1595.3!7 Although regarded as a water@ the 17th
and 18th centuries, by 1849 it was used as a sewer with many privie&arging into it and

in 1851 a sewer pipe was proposed to replace it.>'® In the earl ntury the owners and

tenants of the former priory estate complained that Rob

Ill 11l diverted the Stockwell

stream at Silver Street, still used as potwater despi % Kage and pollution with privies.’!’” A

man spent over £2 in 1633 on scouring the waterfrom Fullands, where the weir had decayed,
to the priory and found privies blocking’the of water, which ran back into his house.*?°
By the late 16th and early ﬁgen ury there were communal pumps in East, North,
Paul, Canon and Middle Streets and later others were recorded including in Great Magdalene
Lane. In 1603 the consta reed to pay towards the repair of the North Street pump and
set up another i %’fhe well there. Maintenance by users was difficult to enforce and

they Wer(%m'a e to traffic damage.??! Private pumps west of High Street took water from

312 SEC, DD/SP/50 (Apr. 1615).

313 SHC, D/D/Ca/310.

34 SHC, DD/SP/36 (1590 and loose papers); DD/SAS/C795/TN/107.

315 SHC, DD/SP/18/49—50.

316 A rotating horizontal timberwork to keep animals out.

317 D. Shorrocks, Bp Still’s Visitation and ‘Smale Bk’, 168.

318 SHC, PAM 2444 unpaginated; DD/SP/49 (Apr. 1586); DD/CH/93/1; DD/SAS/C2273/3/13, p. 8; Board of
Health report in Som. Co. Herald 25 Jan. 1851.

319 SHC, DD/SP/64, 376.

320 SHC, DD/SP/377.

321 SHC, DD/SP/49 (Apr. 1591, May 1603, Oct. 1606), 50 (Oct. 1611, June 1614, Oct. 1615), 60 (1616), 38
(Apr., Oct. 1628), 60 (1749).




the town rhyne by 1618.322 Wealthier households had their own well often with a pumphouse
and houses and businesses collected rainwater in cisterns holding up to 100 gallons because
well water was hard.*>®> When burgage plots were divided for new houses residents were
expected to share the original pump and well.*** Each tithing appears to have been
responsible for public pumps but from the mid 18th century they were provided and
maintained by the parishes. A new one cost £3 8s in 1740.3?° The market needed water for
washing down, and in 1796 the trustees provided a lead pump east of the mark %
primarily for the use of fishmongers.?*® By the 19th century St Mary’s pare) d to
replace the tithing pumps. Ownership of that in East Reach destroye(&(andalism in 1815
was claimed by a private landlord who refused to repair it.*?” I @ne market trustees did
not know who owned pumps and one in Noah’s Ark Co@f nts Court had been removed
without authority 3?8

Taunton Deane manor supplied wate &yholders and to St James’ parish for
between 2d. and 10d. a year in 1647.32Watet from the Stockwell stream was diverted into
the streets under an arch at the prio{yggte nd in 1784 the parish agreed to repair it provided
that the water should run d Stdames and Middle Street for an hour in the late afternoon

on Wednesdays and Sat y then the owners and tenants of Priory farm, on the priory

site, claimed ow, of all the water in the stream, which being full of sewage was

valuable re.

arishes paid for domestic water supplies. In 1749 St Mary’s parish rented water
d$l

through East Street from the Stockwell Stream at Silver Street for £2 a year but

2 SHC, DD/SP/50 (Oct. 1618).

33 e.g. SHC, DD/SP/23/8; 423; 1684/64; DD/DP/75/3; DD/MY 35.

324 SHC, DD/X/UP/3.

325 Sheppard, Court Leet of the Borough of Taunton, 41; SHC, DD/PM/7/11/58; DD/SAS/C795/TN/15
(1758); D/P/tau.m/9/1/1 (1788).

326 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/1, p.440.

327 SHC, D/P.tau.m/9/1/3 (1835); DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, p- 43.

328 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/5, p. 57; Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 10, 17.

329 SHC, DD/HC/151/2.

30 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/1 (1784); DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, pp. 30, 42; DD/SAS/C2273/3/13, pp. 10—12.



many people diverted the water to their own premises, so the parish paid for a wall and sluice
at Pool Farm in Wilton, presumably to improve the flow and employed a man to maintain the
supply. In 1766 the vestry wanted to run water through the streets.®*! By the early 19th
century St Mary’s was paying £5 5s. a year for water, less the cost of repairing the vault, and
5s. to the person who ‘turned it’ presumably using the sluice at the top of East Street repaired
in 1816 and provided with a new handle in 1826.%* The water only supplied East, North and
part of Fore Street for two hours three days a week and the parish ceased renti Q%S
although water was still taken on sufferance near Gray’s almshouses. That{was ably the
unused branch that collapsed in East Street in 1880.%% (&

Access to ditches for water or sanitation formed part of @copyholds.334 Obridge

'" eir fields from the stream at

Lyngford, which ran from Kingston mill.**> There @\ putes over the water in 1590 and

tenants as a group paid 6s. 8d. annual water rent to wate

1700.3%% Flook well on Staplegrove Road, re (&din 574, was fed from the stream at Frieze
Hill and was possibly the potwater wellat North Town recorded in 1719.33” The structure,
dated 1663, was roofed in 1722 by@r Churly. Removal of its pump was recommended
in 1878 to control the spre@ oid and it was destroyed.>*® A well at Rowbarton was
open and dangerous in 1720 3

\

ater had become severe by the mid 19™ century. An objection to the

1847 Taunton imprévement bill was that it made no provision for a domestic water supply.>*

Byt z@atj ly three of six tithing pumps were still working in High Street, Magdalene

31 SHC, DD/SP/22/40; DD/SAS/TN/C795/15 (1750, vestry min. 1750, 1766).

32 SHC, D/P/tau.m/4/3/8 (1811, 1814, 1816), 4/1/1—2 (1821, 1824), 8/2/1 (1826); A/DAS/1/396/42.
333 SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, p. 57, report p. viii; D/B/ta/3/9/1 (1880).

34 e.g DD/MT/6/3.

35 SHC, DD/HC/15; DD/SP/71, {. 29, 334, f. 21d.

36 SHC, DD/SP/36 (loose paper 1590). 358 (1701).

337 SHC, DD/SP/18/111, 325/127.

3% Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 4—5; SHC, DD/MT/15/1 (1686); DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7
(inscr. 1722); T/PH/rea/1/146; D/B/ta/3/8/1.

3% SHC, DD/SP/18/113.

380 A Brief History of the late Taunton Improvement and Market Bill (1847), 5.



Lane and at the Market House. A public pump on the town bridge drew up sewage-filled
river water used for watering the streets in dry weather. There was insufficient water for fire
fighting.>*! The 1854 drought reduced water to flush the sewers. Diarrhoea and excess deaths
were blamed on the lack of clean water.**? The poor were obliged to buy water and some well
owners charged their neighbours ¥4 d. a pail.>** In 1810 cottages north of Shuttern Bridge had
a flight of steps down to the Gaol Stream for water but its ownership was disputed in.th

1850s.3** In 1856 water was being lost from the Stockwell stream and piping i@posed

but it would still be insufficient.>* An Act of Parliament in 1858 establisi% ton

Waterworks Company.>*® It raised £15,000 and constructed a reserv(&he Blackdown hills

& t constructing a

here. Leigh Hill reservoir

to supply those willing to pay a rent for water.>*’ The water wa$
reservoir and piping water was easier and cheaper than else
was completed in 1859 and land was bought at Fu QM for a second. By 1874 an
estimated third of people in Taunton had acc {&nains water.>*® The waterworks was taken
over by the borough council in 1877 a%e) act was repealed in 1900.3* The borough

turncock had a cottage at the fire sé&ﬁ

Many people still dtew water from wells and pumps even when clearly contaminated

with faeces and business ecially breweries, continued to use well water.*>! In 1862

building permisgsi s refused for houses not provided with water and in the 1870s and

1880s the cil ofdered landlords to provide mains water.*> In 1874 over 75 per cent of

Qn); an wells was polluted with sewage; supplies in Batts Court off Fore Street and

wath
341 Sﬁ‘(?, DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, pp. 43, 47, 95.

342 L. Toller, Death and Disease (TS in VCH office), 17—18.

33 SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, p. 88; DD/SAS/C2273/3/13, p. 12.
34 SHC, DD/X/OLD/1 (plan); Q/AC/13.

35 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/5, p. 416.

36 SHC, Q/Rup/258a; Q/Ruo/27; Q/AB/85.

37 SHC, Q/RUa/53.

38 SHC, PAM 2444 unpaginated.

39 SHC, D/B/ta/3/12/1 (1879); Q/RUo/27.

330 SHC, DD/TAC/5/5/66.

31 SHC, D/B/ta/3/8/1 (1878); Wilts and Swindon HC, 1075/001/396.
352 SHC, D/B/ta/3/1/1 (1862), 3/8/1 (1877—1883).




at a dairy in Bridge Street were described as liquid sewage. That year enteric fever affected
every house in Denmark Place, Coal Orchard producing two deaths. Every well in the area
was contaminated and free water was provided from a fire hydrant until a mains supply was
provided. Mains water was credited with halving enteric fever deaths. The council had power
to close pumps and wells and as the borough boundary was extended so was mains water
especially after 1921.3% At an estimate of 30 gallons of water per head per day and less'in the
winter months Taunton was short of 26 million gallons a year in 1886. Anothe %ir at
Leigh Hill to store over 20 million gallons was finally completed in 1894, by \Q time
demand again outstripped supply. The council was promised additio&ings at Leigh Hill
when the militia camp was given up in 1896.%°* Luxhay reservdi y opened in 1905 and
supplies from Fulwood and elsewhere on the Blackdowns

ere bought in 1910 but Taunton

remained short of water with summer restrictions ir
The building of a 144 million-gallon Quaats reservoir in the Blackdowns was

abandoned after litigation in the early 1940s.7° In the 1950s reservoirs only held 80 days’

supply and a reservoir was built at@o hy on the upper Tone to provide 172 days’ supply

from 1959.%%7 In 1962 the t erset Water Board, Wessex Water from 1963, was set up

and took over the water om the borough.*>® By 1964 c. two million gallons a day were
supplied to Tau the late 1970s another reservoir was built at Wimbleball further
west in th ndonis securing Taunton’s supply into the 21 century.*®

@é 860s a drinking fountain was incorporated into the Kinglake memorial and Mr
R$

on gave a granite drinking fountain surmounted by an obelisk at the junction of East

333 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/1—4.

334 SHC, D/B/ta/4/4/1 (1884, 1886, 1889, 1892, 1894, 1898); DD/TBL/42/9/3 (Taunton Mail, 6 May 1896, p.
4,

35 SHC, DD/KIT/12/15; A/DSG/1; D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box 19 (1938—9), 9.

336 SHC, D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box 19 (1939—40), 47; T. James, Along the Wild Edge, (2011), 109—10.

357 SHC, D/B/ta/4/22/1; A/EPF/250/4/6.

3% SHC, Q/RUo0/28; D/B/ta/24/1/122/5486.

39 SHC, A/BWX/5, p. 24.

30 SHC, D/P/stapg/7/3.



Street, East Reach and Silver Street, moved to Vivary Park in 1905.%%! Concern for the
welfare of horses led to gifts of troughs at the junction of Station and Staplegrove roads, now
used as a planter, in East Reach, by the market and in Silver and Cann streets.*%> By the early
19th century many back courts had washhouses but it was not until 1915 that a scheme was

drawn up for slipper baths and a laundry in St James Street heated with waste steam for the

electricity works and they did not open until 1929.3% &
Sewerage ‘ 0

The inhabitants of the borough were responsible for scouring rhynesé%eaning their street
frontages before Saturday afternoon in the 16th and 17th centu ey were fined.*** In

the early 17th century it was said that streets had been ¢

eaner earlier when residents disposed
of all filth in cesspits with the water from roofs bu 1@ and rubbish was left in the
streets or swept into watercourses though guttérsy’> One man was accused of emptying
chamber pots on his neighbour’s leads in"1613 and in 1615 a servant disgraced ‘so worthy a

town’ by dumping filth and ashes cﬁ%' rnhill.**® A visitor in 1798, when the market

trustees offered the town dung for'sale, complained the street rhynes did not drain properly

and stank in hot weather ght rhyne ridders were responsible for the rhynes until the
19th century an wn rhyne.?’ Street srhynes were closed by the Local Board of
Health in i th century although at least one of the bridges that formerly crossed them

surv V@l 1873.368

361 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/3, p- 204, 4/2/2 (1905).

32 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/2 (1898), 4/2/2 (Apr. 1905), 4/3/3 (1908, 1918).

363 SHC, A/DIF/95/32; above, soc. hist.

%4 SHC, DD/SP/48 (1570), 49 (1586—94), 50 (Dec. 1613), 37 (Apr. 1615, May 1617), 38 (Apr. 1628).

365 SHC, DD/SP/49 (May 1586), 37 (Oct. 1612, Apr. 1615, May 1617); Sheppard, Court Leet of the Borough
of Taunton, 36..

%6 SHC, DD/SP/50 (Apr. 1613, Nov. 1615).

367 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/1, p. 499; DD/SP/49; DD/X/MAY/11; Shillibeer, Ancient Customs of Taunton Deane,
131.

368 G.H. Kite and H.P. Palmer, Taunton: its history and market trust (Taunton 1926), 64; SHC, D/B/ta,
31/1/6, p. 316, 3/3/1 (1873).




The town rhyne from Pool Wall mills was cleaned in the late 16th century but was
probably already a sewer. The manor court failed to stop privies being built over it although
people still drew water from it.>*® In 1786 several privies were built over the rhyne in Hunts
Court only a few yards from the pump.>’® When the Crescent was built after 1810 it was
expected they would use the Gaol stream but instead used the town rhyne as a sewer making
the inhabitants of Hunts Court even more vulnerable to disease, sometimes fatal.’’! In 1814
5-ft sewers were planned for St James’, North, Fore, High and East Streets to e erto the
river Tone at the town bridge but not built.>”? 6

In 1822 brick and tile maker James Lackington Rice with the(f%ssion of the
market house trustees built sewers 3 ft wide and 7 ft below the f the main streets to
discharge into the river. Subscribers connected drains to,the sewers but Rice lost money. A
sewer ran from East Gate under East, Fore and No Qwith branches from Mary Street
through Paul Street and from High Street thr: west Fore Street. By the 1840s basements
were being installed in old and new ho below sewer level causing sewage flooding.
Waste from c. 1,000 people discha@t the Gaol stream and the town rhyne making life
unbearable in summer. Drains from the south of the town discharged into an open drain north
of East Reach and somet erflowed when hot water was discharged from the South
Street factory. m the east including from the hospital and the workhouse was
discharged into gutters leading south into the Blackbrook or north across Priory fields to the
rive (st-rja received the effluent of ¢. 50 houses in Silver Street before flowing along the
s&-’ouses in courts depended on gutters to the nearest street, privy vaults or cesspits,

holes 6 ft deep and up to 10ft across. The last were dug out, the material often carried through

houses, and deposited in streets like East Reach for removal to Priory fields or String Lane to

39 SHC, DD/SP/49 (Apr. 1586), 36 (1589), 18/16.

370 SHC, DD/PRY/1/10.

371 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/9 (1235); Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 9; Minutes of evidence on the
Taunton Improvement and Market Bill (Taunton, 1847), 2.

372 SHC, Q/Rup/45; Taunton Market Act 57 Geo. III c. Ixv.



be mixed with animal manure by neighbouring farmers for their fields or mixed with coal ash
and spread on the turnpike roads. Some courts had pigsties and dung was heaped with the
privy overflows in heaps awaiting removal.’’?

Most sewage found its way into the river and impeded navigation. Sewage from the
Wilton and Galmington streams blocked Pollard’s canal entrance and prevented barges
berthing.>”* It was said that 390 houses in the borough were empty in 1847 and many,could
not be let as they were unhealthy and the town had earned a bad reputation.’” ridders
were told to clean the drains and over 150 privies, pigsties and manure pit@ ered to

be removed. There was not a sufficient outfall or water to move the aé%: and the result was

disease like typhus and dysentery.>’® Night men or scavengers €n closets and pits and in

relied on open gutters and landlords were ne t in emptying cesspits.’’® The owner of
Britannia Court off East Reach was singled out in 1849 for providing piped water and
sewerage to the public house and s{&e ements.?” The pit of tannery waste at Tancred
Street discharged into the S stream forcing local residents out of their homes. In

1860 the shared privy at at on Mount Lane where there had been a disease outbreak

was so bad the oyed men to work through the night to empty the pit but they could

not get it al d.380

RS

373 SHC, DD/SAS/C2283/3/12, pp. 14—20, 27—30, 38—42, 48, 56, 62, report p. vi—viii;
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4 SHC, D/B/ta/3/2/1 (1875).

35 SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, pp. 62—3.
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317 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/1, p. 31.
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peat was brought to soak up the overflowing liqui




In 1848 sewers were proposed from Rowbarton, East Reach and Shuttern but only the
North Town sewer was built, replacing a drain in existence by 1830, but it discharged in the
river blocking Firepool weir.*! In 1852 the Local Board of Health bought the sewers from
the shareholders.*®? Shortage of water in the 1850s left only the waste water from pumps to
flush the waste of over 12,000 people.*®* Sewer pipes in stream beds were permeable and
took in water leading the miller at the Town Mills in 1859 to demand their removal including

the new sewer and pipes at Tangier because they were reducing the flow of war:‘%he

millstream. The Board removed the Tangier pipes in 1860 but most afﬂue@ ad sewers
and a network was planned to discharge further east.>** North Town&at 18 inches wide
with a poor fall was frequently blocked in the 1860s and shoal @ge accumulated at
Obridge as the river flow was insufficient to clear it. 3% houses were required to have
mains water and sewerage resulting in greater strai wers but in the 1870s when
water and sanitation were available many co ﬁ&c{i poor streets like Pig Market Lane had
none.*®® Even in the Crescent in 1879 closets discharged into the rhyne, which surrounded the

Quaker meeting site on three sidesg&a not filled in until the 1930s.3¥” Rural areas of the

parish still relied on privies ot flushed their water closets into streams and the medical officer

of health inspected nearl privies in 1882388
Plans w. up for a sewage works at Obridge where the sewage could be

turned int fitable manure, a reason why some people objected to having their pits
e;n%:89 sewage works at the Target Field, Lambrook was completed in 1877 with

machinery from Stothert and Pitt of Bath powered by a water turbine in a long flume south of

3L SHC, DD/TC/15 (plan c. 1830); Q/Rup/218; D/DC/tau.d/21/1[3].

32 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/14 (1852).

33 L. Toller, Death and Disease (TS in VCH office), 17—18.

384 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/3, pp. 50—1, 168; 42/28.

385 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/21/1 [3]; D/B/ta/3/1/1 (1870), PAM 2444 unpaginated.
36 SHC, D/B/ta/3/1/1; D/WB/t/10/1.

37 SHC, D/B/ta/3/8/1 (1879) ); DD/SFR/w/32.

388 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/1 (1873), pp. 16—17; D/B/ta/3/8/1 (1882).

39 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/1, pp. 50, 60, 62, 77—113, 158—9, 349, 679.



the river but volume often exceeded capacity and raw sewage was discharged into the river.
A lightning strike in 1878 caused accumulated sewer gas to explode.**° In the 1880s new
sewers were built with ventilators and flushing siphons and most streets were connected.>!
The sewage works was extended with a new engine using mains water from 1892 and in 1897
land was bought for filter beds. The works was said to have substantially reduced the death
rate by 1898.%°2 The North Town sewer was replaced in 1899 by a new sewer from
Rowbarton to Obridge carried on piers over the river to the sewage works.*** T %{s were
converted to steam power generated from 1902 by burning rubbish in the Qoi)
destructor.*** By 1920 there were said to be no privies in the boroug(&)nly 5,824 water
closets for over 24,000 residents and in the back courts only o ry ten.>*> In 1957 a
new sewage works opened at Ham in North Curry and t ambrook works was

demolished.?* In the 1970s new sewers were laid ional relief sewers and

stormwater treatment.>®’ %&

Public conveniences

In the early 19th century thefe wete public privies near St George’s Place and in Half Moon

Court, which were very e.>”® Three urinals were provided in the eastern arcade of the
Market House, ithout doors until the 1830s and until ¢. 1867 without a cistern for
flushing. s wefe put in the old pound on Castle Green in the 1840s.% In 1856 it was

S@j d not use public urinals but continued to use ‘angles’ and there were

3% SHC, D/WB/t/10/1; D/B/ta/3/3/1 (1875), 3/5/1 (1876), 3/8/1 (1877); PAM 2444 unpaginated.
¥ SHC, D/B/ta/3/12/1 (1882—3).

32 SHC, D/B/ta/4/2/1 (1892, 1897, Apr. 1898).

33 SHC, DD/TBL/42/9/8 (Taunton Mail, 14 March 1900, p. 5).

24 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/2 (1900), 3/16/1 (1902).

35 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/4 (1920, p. 8).

36 SHC, A/IBWX/5, p. 24; D/B/ta/4/2/4 (1960).

37 SHC, D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box (1 July, 1972); 2/2/3 (Aug. 1975).

38 Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 48.

3% SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/4, p. 10, 342, 378; DD/SAS/C2273/3/13, p. 9; Taunton Courier, 18 Sep. 1867: BNA
accessed 18 Feb. 2020.




complaints about the privy provided for the men rebuilding St Mary’s church tower.**’ By
1874 there was a urinal behind the police station, ¢.1875 others were built at the Station Road
and Staplegrove Road junction with temporary ones at the bridge and in the Crescent when
the Bath and West Show was at Taunton.*’! Before 1891 they were provided in Canal Road
and c. 1905 underground at the junction of Silver Street and East Reach.*’> The underground
facilities were later replaced by conveniences in Tancred Street, which were demolished in
the late 20th century.*** Latrines for soldiers were provided during the First W. ar. 404
Facilities were not provided for women except at special events su@ ath and
West Show, despite complaints from the 1870s.*> By 1890 enterpri&ops advertised
female toilets.**S A ladies lavatory was provided in Castle Walk.before 1913 and it and the
male urinal were replaced in 1931 and 1933 by toilets f th sexes behind the municipal
Qst others built in the mid and

buildings, which remained open in the early 21st c

later 20th century such as in Goodland Gard A(s,%tion Road and High Street have closed.*"’

Scavenging and rubbish disposal (@

Inhabitants of the borough Qr ired to remove rubbish weekly and not to let their birds
and animals wander the , probably from the early Middle Ages.**® From the mid 18™ to
mid 19" centu rKet house trustees were responsibly for cleaning although they

ordered re ts to"sweep the footways before their premises between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m.

eve& orning, enforced by an Act of 1833, and to provide shuts into the drains.**

400 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/5, pp. 394, 398; D/B/ta/2/1/3, p. 42, 2/1/4, p. 395.

401 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/6, p. 231, 3/3/1 (1875).

402 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/2 (Dec. 1897); A/DSG/1.

403 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/3 (July 1931).

404 SHC, A/DIF/95/32.

405 SHC, D/B/ta/3/5/1 (1875).

406 Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 20; Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890), 235.
407 SHC, D/B/ta/4/2/3 (1921, 1931); D/B/ta/24/1/82/1747.

408 Sheppard, Court Leet of the Borough of Taunton, 19.—20.

409 SHC, DD/AY/31 (1833); Q/RUo/35.



Scavengers, including clergymen, paid £5 in 1769 for the right to scavenge, but
employed paupers to do the work.*!% In 1821 scavengers were to sweep the streets twice a
week, clean the Parade within the chains every Sunday morning but not to use iron scrapers
on turnpike roads.*!! They piled the sweepings at their houses but after 1873 the Local Board
of Health paid scavengers and the material became the board’s property. All household
rubbish was collected but no garden waste.*'? People objected to the twice weekly em@g
of ashpits because they were accustomed to selling the contents and they remai use in
the 1890s.!® In 1878 the scavengers cleaned public urinals daily, emptied@ its and
cleaned 14 courts weekly. Rubbish and ashes were put out for regula{%otions. The
council spend £637 on scavenging in 1887.*'* Horse manure @ble and should have

been placed in containers from 1879 but remained a proplem in'the 1920s.*!> Refuse was

-

built on the site to burn rubbish, provide ste the sewage works and clinker for the filter

spread on fields around the sewage works at Lamb in 1902 when a destructor was

beds. By 1904 it burnt 20 tons a day.‘“f%lﬁ ix vans and two carts were used for house
t

refuse collections and the council I&

ones.*'” By 1914 dustbins %e tied twice a week and ashpits and cesspools had virtually

disappeared.*!® Yw

Refuse were reduced to weekly during the war and continued until the end
tu h

of the 20% en they were reduced to fortnightly, and later three-weekly, as
llection of récyclable materials was introduced.*'” From 1941 weekly food waste
0

covered dust cart and by 1920 had two electric

CO&O

41

SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/1, pp. 3, 9, 11; D/P/tau.m/9/1/1 (1787).

41 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/3, p. 60.

42 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/1 (1873, p. 16): D/B/ta/3/3/1 (1875), 3/9/1 (1879)

43 SHC, D/WB/t/10/1; A/EPF/250/4/2 (1898, p. 10).

414 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/1 (1878, pp. 8—9, 1880, p. 6); Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), 111, p.
252.

415 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/4 (1922, p. 8).

416 SHC, A/DIF/95/35 (1901); D/B/ta/3/16/1 (1902); 4/3/3 (1904).

417 SHC, D/B/ta/4/2/2 (1912); A/EPF/250/4/4 (1920, p- 8).

418 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/3 (1914, 1919).

419 SHC, D/B/ta/3/8/12, p- 200; D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box 19 (1939—40), 24.



collections in pails for homes, hotels and cafes produced up to 1,286 tons a year. The scheme
lost money and in 1959 was discontinued from private houses until re-introduced in the early
21st century.*? The destructor was given up in 1957 because it was cheaper to tip the waste
on the Priory fields, closed river courses and eight former sewage filter beds.*?! Litter bins
were installed from 1958 when 150 were provided paid for by advertising.**?A new tip at
Priorswood, begun in 1972, was full in 1977 and waste was dumped at a former brickfield in

Wellington but the site was retained as a depot and recycling facility, expande@aﬂy

21st century. The refuse service was privatised from the 1980s and wheeli€ bin

recycling containers were provided to all households.*?? (&

Fire

St James’ parish had a fire engine and buckets by QZ“ In 1792—4 the parish spent
over £40 buying and trying out a new engin ﬁ&dondon. In 1807 seven men were assigned
to the engine and were paid 10s. 6d. between them annually. If another parish needed it there
was a charge of 10s. 6d. and the co(&%n repairs.*”> In the mid 19th-century custody of the
engine was transferred to the'Local Board of Health.**® St Mary’s parish had large and small
engines with hoses and ets in the 1730s. Replacement engines were bought in 1753—
4 and the old o paired and sold.**” Only one was mentioned in the 1790s, when it

was kept i belffy until 1797 when the vestry decided to build an engine shed in the
S

CK ard, possibly replaced in 1811.4>® A severe fire at Bathpool in West Monkton in 1812

40 SHC, D/B/ta/4/2/4 (1950, 1959).

21 SHC, D/B/ta/3/25/4, p. 319; 3/37/4 (9 Apr. 1963); 4/2/4 (1960—1). Now a retail park.

922 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/7 (Apr. 1958).

23 SHC, A/EPF/2450/4/7 (1970, p. 18); D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box 1 (June 1972); D/DC/tau/d2/2/11 (11 Jan.
1983).

924 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/4/1/3 (1724—S5, 1744—5).

425 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/d/1/3 (1792—4), 4/1/4 (1798, 1809), 9/1/1 (1791, 1807).

426 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/9/1/2 (1859).

427 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/15 (1734—S5, 1739, 1750, 1754—S5, vestry min. 1753); DD/SAS/S1042/1.

428 SHC, A/DIF/44; D/P/tau.m/9/1/1 (1797), 9/1/2 (1811).



revealed the poor state of local engines.*”® By 1828 St Mary’s had acquired a second larger
engine which was rebuilt in 1834—S5 but both were in poor condition by 1847 although
engineer James Shattock was paid £4 a year to look after them.**® They were transferred to
the Local Board of Health c. 1860.%!

The barracks had its own fire engine in the 1830s and from 1839 the West of England
Insurance Company fire engine was kept in a station by the entrance to the castle but
only available to people who were insured or able to pay.**? In 1889 the comp e the
engine to the borough council.** C)

In 1860 the Local Board of Health appointed a brigade of eigﬁ%l and in 1867 gave
them tunics and rewards for prompt response. Fire hydrants w led, escape ladders
provided and in 1870 a new more powerful engine with three sugtion pipes.*** In 1877 the
station, at the Board’s yard south of Magdalene St e brigade passed into the control
of the borough, which provided five public {r&xzin s, six fire escape ladders, ten fire
appliance boxes and many hydrants th ‘I%Fe town.**> In 1889 the Priory
Manufacturing fire exposed the failings of’an amateur brigade lacing water and modern

d

equipment.**® In 1901 the briga s run by the manager and inspector of the water

works.*7 In 1905 there y two manual engines, condemned as ‘antiquated’, many
firemen were ol e summoned by boys, having no alarm, and commercial premises
had inade fireescapes.**® By 1912 firemen inspected places of amusement and had

a}&@:hj homes with a siren usually based at the electricity works, but call boys were

429 SHC, DD/SAS/C2402/53 [extract from Taunton Courier 266 Mar. 1812].

430 SHC, D/P/tau.m/4/1/3 (1828—9), 4/1/6 (1834), 9/1/3 (1834—5); DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, p. 44.
$1 SHC, D/P/tau.m/9/1/2 (1860).

432 SHC, D/N/tmc/7/4/1; DD/CH/23/5; DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, p. 44.

43 SHC, D/B/ta/4/4/1 (1889).

434 SHC, D/B/ta/3/3/1 (1860, 1863, 1867, 1870, 1873); D/B/ta/2/1/3, p. 174.

435 SHC, T/PH/rea/3/111; Taunton of Today (1896), 10.

436 Taunton Courier, 6 March 1889: BNA, accessed 7 July 2021.

47 TNA, RG13/2278.

48 SHC, A/AMS/1; D/WB/t/3/8 (1905); D/B/ta/4/16/1.



still employed and there was no provision for firefighting outside the borough.*** Taunton
Rural District Council acquired a steam fire engine c. 1910, but by 1915 it was disused as the
horses had been sold to the War Department and the two councils disagreed over paying for a
motor vehicle.*** The tragic Sanger’s circus fire of 1920 led to demands for a motorised
engine but it was 1924 before the one was registered.**!

In 1935 the council bought Ebenezer chapel to extend the adjoining fire station but by
1959 it was inadequate for the newly combined borough and county fire servic etween
1966 and 1974 a new fire station was built in stages in Lisieux Way.*** Thé county'fire
brigade headquarters in the later 20th century was at Hestercombe H&n Cheddon
Fitzpaine but in 2007 a new fire control headquarters was built lackbrook business

park beside the motorway but it was never used.*** Q

Paving &
0

In 1477—S8 a successful petition was % have the main streets paved by residents.**
In 1518—19 Extra Portam tithing WaS$wequired to raise and stone the King’s highway.**® By

1600 the main streets were d householders were responsible for maintenance and

had to share costs incurr e poor. Iron-shod cartwheels were forbidden on the town

aving but in 1700 there were complaints they had broken up the

streets as they}%
streets an ies.* The master of Gray’s almshouse and town residents were presented for

fz)ﬁh&@é the paving in good repair c. 1710.**® Paving was of ‘flints’ or cobble as stone

439 SHC, D/B/ta/4/9/1 (1912, 1918, 1920—1).

440 SHC, D/N/tmc/7/4/1; A/DIF/95/32.

4“1 Taunton Courier, 21 July 1920: BNA accessed 18 Feb. 2020; SHC, C/MT/21 (Apr. 1924).
4“2 Above, rel. hist.; SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/133/7349.

43 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/176/10572; 24/1/214/10572; C/CA/12/19/2, 500.

444 www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-55163364:accessed 8 Dec. 2020.

45 Parl. Rolls. Med. Eng. X1V, pp. 373—5.

46  Hants. R.O., 11M59/C1/19/4.

47 SHC, DD/SP/49 (Apr. 1604, Oct. 1606), 50 (Jan. 1614, Nov. 1615); Sheppard, Court Leet of the Borough
of Taunton, 37.

448 Sheppard, Court Leet of the Borough of Taunton, 37, 40.




was very expensive; in 1797 the market trustees spent over £97 paving the Parade.** In 1819
Taunton streets were said to be too convex making them expensive to repair and dangerous
and suburban ones needed breaking up to improve drainage as had been done c. 1790.*° By
the 1840s main streets were macadamised with blue lias pavements but the courts and North
Town streets were unpaved and had to be watered by successive authorities until the early

20th century when the widespread tarring of roads rendered watering redundant. From the

mid 19th century paved crossings were provided for pedestrians especially to the
Early streets on the Priory estate had wood setts, replaced by tarmac in the@)
The council was concerned to keep roads and pavements fre{&obstruction
including sun blinds and advertising hoardings, banned in 191 @arks and areas with
important views.*>® Tarmac replaced cobbles in the 1920sypartly-to create work for the
Qlater concrete, slabs.*>* In the

unemployed but residential pavements were usual

late 20th century decorative setts and brickw, ere introduced in the town centre not

entirely successfully. %
Street Lighting Qv&

Under the 1768 Act the

trustees erected oil lamps in 1791 in East, Fore, High and

North Streets to 2 a.m. from 1 September until 30 April except at the period of full

moon.* ps were added at Hammet Street and the bridge in 1793.%¢ A lamp room
ted 1800 when lighting cost over £75 a year rising to c. £109 for 121 lamps by

In 1821 the trustees agreed to convert the lamps to gas by public subscription and

“9  SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/1, p. 462.

450 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/T.

451 SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/13, p. 12; T/PH/rea/3/19, 28, 33; D/B/ta/3/9/1 (1879).
452 SHC, D/B/ta/3/9/6 (1903), 3/9/11, p. 2.

453 SHC, D/B/ta/3/3/1 (1873); 3/9/5 (1882); 4/6/2 (1913).

454 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/4, pp. 307—S8, 4/3/3 (1912, 1921).

455 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/1, p. 358.

456 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/1, p. 374.

457 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/2, p. 20, 472.



from 1823 45 oil gas lamps were lit from 1 August to 31 May except at the full moon at a
cost of £210.4%

By the 1840s the lamps were dirty and the gas supply feeble.**® In 1844 the new gas
company provided gas for 125 lamps at £3 each from August to April but in 1847 poorer and
newer streets were unlit, North Town needed 100 lamps and there were none in suburban
areas.*®® The trustees owed £300 for gas in 1849 and offered the lamps to the new Loca
Board of Health.*S! After a disagreement left lamps unlit for several days the b %epted

1,462 6

responsibility for lighting, which later passed to the borough counci

The Board of Health installed triple gas lamps from Glasgow((&the Parade, provided

were paid 15s. a week in 1887, reduced to 1 &mmer when only 60 gas lamps were lit.
The switch to electricity led to the demise of that occupation.*®
Taunton was reputedly the {i&) n*% to install electric street lighting in December

1885 when Henry Massing litthe Parade using his own electricity. By September 1886
the council had decided ce 86 gas lamps in the town centre with 29 electric lamps
leaving 264 gas A%z:outside the central area until the 1890s.*® Lighting cost over
£1,000 a in 1887.%7 In 1892 31 courts were provided with lighting but not until 1930

C

48 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/3, p. 47, 91; T/PH/gdl/1; DD/DP/8/21 (1825).

49 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/4, p. 331.

40 SHC, DD/SAS/C2273/3/13, pp. 13, 20—1, 28, 30; DD/DP/69/8; D/B/ta/31/7/1 (1849); above, econ. hist.,
gas.

41 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/5, p. 155.

42 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/2, p. 348.

463 SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/2, p. 348, 3/3/1 (1856, 1863, 1867, 1873, 1876).

464 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/1 (May 1887).

465 Godalming was the first to try it but did not continue.

466 SHC, A/DQO/404/29/97; D/B/ta/4/6/1 (Sep. 1886), D/B/ta/4/6/2 (1897). In 1899 Massingham was
contracted to bring electricity to Bath: info. Museum of Bath at Work.

47 Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), I, p. 252.




were the remaining 23 back courts in the town centre lit.**® In 1893 under a new Act electric
mains for street lighting were laid throughout the town and many lights left lit till dawn.*®’
Expensive arc lamps were replaced by filament lamps in 1909—10.47°

During the First World War street lighting was reduced until 1916 when lack of street
lighting was seen as a greater danger to the population than enemy action.*’! In the 1930s
new ornamental lamps were supplied for the Parade by Hardy and Padmore of Worcester.

They were restored in 1996 and sited in the pedestrian area of Fore Street.*’> B almost

all streets and footpaths were lit although some poorer streets had only one lam In 1956

mercury vapour lamps and automatic switches were installed graduaﬂ%laced in the early

21% century by dimmable or LED lights.*™* %0

Electricity 9
Electricity was first used for the telegraph andtwo companies wired the town in the early
t

1860s.47 In 1879 electric lamps were p %@r events such as rugby matches, in 1880

bootmaker Henry Massingham de electric lamps with a generator and in 1881 the

art, science and industrial e ion was lit by electricity. Massingham was acquainted with

local engineers especial is Murray Newton who founded an electrical factory and
made arc lights. m created an electric works behind his Fore Street shoe shop and
in 1887 formed the, Taunton Electric Lighting Company, extending his works to supply
busine$s and'street lighting using two boilers. All supply was by overhead wiring on poles
un laced by underground cables in 1894—S5. In 1889 the company acquired the site of

the former St James Street Collar Works for a new generating station. In 1891 Massingham

48 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/1 (Dec. 1892), D/B/ta/4/6/3 (Sep. 1930).

49 SHC, Q/RUo/28; A/ATZ/1 (1896).

479 Gledhill and Lamb, Electricity in Taunton, 30.

41 SHC, D/B/ta/4/5/1 (1915—16).

472 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/21/2..

473 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/38/28.

474 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/6, p- 25; DD/X/WBB/1011.

45 Taunton Courier, 11 Oct. 1865: BNA accessed 21 Sep. 2021; above. econ. hist.



mounted an electrical exhibition in Taunton including an electric bus from the station and an
electric launch on the river. However, the company had insufficient capital to meet the
demand from potential new customers and agreed to sell to the corporation. After a public
enquiry the Board of Trade permitted the council to acquire the business in 1891 and
electricity became a paid-for public service unlike gas. 47

The council appointed an engineer, three assistants and a collector and built the first

substation under the Municipal Buildings in 1893 and four more by 1898 as m&s were

converted to electricity and more customers wanted a supply. Large factor"es a fices
might need over 100 lamps to be lit even lighting during the day so t&noil bought seven
generating sets between 1896 and 1901, when they had also to e tramway. Coin slot

=

decorative lights especially the 1902

osts were recovered

through electricity charges. Public celebrations reg
coronation when 1,000 were used. The maxi load on the works was 243 KW in 1899 but
reached 495 KW at Christmas 1905. B 10 the council had borrowed £220,000 for
equipment but the newer boilers co&ss coal. Customers were encouraged to use
electricity for cooking and h€ating\but lighting was still the largest demand and envisaging
the need to expand the ¢ ﬁought adjoining property from 1913.47

The Firs ar reduced electricity consumption but increased coal prices and in
1915 the wo Q a loss and an experiment with munitions produced only 333 shells.*’® In
191 @ es Street was acquired for a showroom, in 1919 a travelling crane was bought
a$1 920 a 500 KW steam turbine by Parsons of Newcastle costing over £11,000. Despite
losing the trams in 1921, the biggest consumer, extension of supply to rural villages like

Norton Fitzwarren and Bishops Lydeard led to orders for new boilers and a second steam

476 D. Gledhill and P. Lamb, Electricity in Taunton 1809—1948 (Taunton, 1986), 6—7, 9—10, 13; Taunton
Courier, 5 Oct. 1881: BNA accessed 21 Sep. 2021; SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/21/861.

47 SHC, AJATZ/1 passim; D/B/ta/4/7/1 passim; 4/7/2 (Jan. 1919).

418 SHC, D/B/ta/4/7/2.



turbine in 1923, a new cooling water intake at Coal Orchard and the purchase of more
property between 1924 and 1932.*” Taunton reputedly had some of the lowest generating
costs in the country and the corporation made over £11,000 a year from the works. A
powerful new generator was installed in 1930 when it was decided to supply all small houses
prepared to give up gas lighting with a prepayment meter, lights and an iron but local
authority houses were only provided with a single electric light until c¢. 1933. In 1932 th

council switched from alternating to direct current.**® A new showroom on the@v

Exchange site costing £20,000 opened in 1939 when c. 14 million units of‘elec y were

sold, compared with only one million in 1922.48! (&

The Electricity Commissioners recommended Taunton @eoted to the national
grid and from 1936 Taunton was supplied by the Centr ctrigity Board and electricity
generation ceased on 31 December 1937.4%? The si t on standby and further
property bought and the corporation continu ‘&(re out and fit domestic equipment, which
was displayed and demonstrated at the showroom.*®* The Borough Electrical Engineer
remained one of the highest paid c&&'l' ficers, earning £950 a year in 1941.%%* The
national electricity crisis resudlte the works generating electricity for five days a week

during the winter of 194 ing the 1930 3,125 KW alternator. The plant was taken over

by the South W ectricity Board in 1948, which with its successors maintained the site
as a large stbstatiotl but the power station closed c. 1960 and was demolished c. 1980.%% All

elec i@ eafter came from the national grid via a large transmission station at Fideoak in

Bis Hull.*3¢

479 SHC, D/B/ta/4/7/2 passim; Q/RU0/39.

40 SHC, D/B/ta/4/7/2 passim, 21/2; DD/X/WBB/1011; A/DVY/1.

481 SHC, D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box 19 (1938—9), 86—7; DD/X/BUSH/19.
42 SHC, D/B/ta/4/7/2 passim; D/B/ta/4/5/1 (Dec. 1941).

483 SHC, D/B/ta/4/7/2 (1937—9).

484 SHC, D/B/ta/4/5/1 (Dec. 1941).

485 SHC, D/B/ta/4/7/2 (1947—3S).

46 SHC, A/BWX/5, p. 24; Bishops Hull.



Housing

The Local Board of Health and later the borough council were very concerned with housing
and access to water and sewerage was insufficient to prevent many houses being unfit for
habitation.*®” By 1901 many houses in back courts were left empty but more workers’
housing became available, first privately rented and then from the council.*®¥ In 191
workmen’s cottages were built in String Lane, later Leycroft Road, at a cost of %ch
with three bedrooms, kitchen, sitting room, bath, water and light to be let @Qeek.
From 1914 extensive surveys of the back courts were made and clos&iers made and
under the 1919 Act a housing committee with three co-opted embers designated
five Unhealthy Areas and built 111 replacement houses.? the-1920s John Allen, borough
medical officer of health, found 700 unfit houses ir that should be demolished,

put closing orders on the worst homes and d ﬂ%l 116. There was pressure to clear the rest

and provide for over 660 applicants fo ousing. Rising unemployment led to the
construction ¢. 1926 of 100 concre@i%)sat Lambrook, still in use in the 2020, using
unemployed unskilled labq%lv sting £390 to £425 each compared to brick houses on
Wellington Road at £44

The 193 Act obliged the council to provide satisfactory accommodation for
those dis@h caused problems given the scale of clearance and the borough had

OK Gilt 6Y

slum ¢learance areas needed a house as well as those in slums not yet demolished. The

ouses. In 1933 700 families living in unfit dwellings and rooms outside the

council feared the cost of managing another 1,500 dwellings and estimated that just to clear

the remaining condemned houses and build 605 replacements would cost nearly £190,000 on

47 SHC, D/B/ta/4/2/1—2, 4/3/2.

48 TNA, RG 13/2276—8; SHC, D/B/ta/4/2/2—2.

49 SHC, A/EPF/250/4/3 (1913, f.p.1); A/DIF/95/32; A/DVY/1.

40 SHC, DD/X/PTB/1, p. 71; A/DIF/95/37; D/DC/tau.d/2/2/19 (29 Oct.), 21 (23 Feb,).



top of c. £450,000 already spent. The cost of a new house had been reduced to about £300
including land but for £400 the council bought three houses and an entire back court for
improvement. Although 598 houses with 1,873 persons needed clearance the council only
planned to build 393 2-bed, 80 3-bed and 30 4-bed houses over a 5-year period, clearly
hoping that by 1938 many slum dwellings would be unoccupied. Most had gas cookers,
installed in cupboards where there was only one ground floor room, and access to a shared
washhouse but some had no provision for washing and many houses were infe th
vermin. It was said ¢.4.000 houses in Taunton had no bathing facilities. BQ) {076 unfit
houses were awaiting demolition and the council increased its buildiﬁ&rget to 892 houses
and 100 flats for the elderly. The earliest large estates were Pri and Halcon and
hundreds of painters, floor layers and other workers we@gﬁl to complete houses as

war broke out.*! Q

Despite the c. 1,400 houses built between,1945 and 1953 over 2,000 applicants waited

for a home. After 1945 the desperate h g materials shortage led to the erection of
steel-framed BISF and concrete O‘i&m and Cornish houses and aluminium
bungalows. The last with t rey steel prefabs were soon demolished but the Orlits
survived into the early 1 d a thousand or more of the others were still occupied in the
2020s. In 195 had to place families in 48 converted Nissen huts and c. 175 in
condemne u 2 Of 4,084 council-owned in 1962 nearly half were ‘temporary’ or
awaiting demolition but only c¢. 100 new houses were built annually compared with 150 in the

493 In the 1970s aluminium and asbestos bungalows were demolished and older houses

modernised but shortage of homes led the council to buy a few private houses, extend the

¥ SHC, D/DC/tau.d/36/15—21; unlisted box 19 (1938—9), 9; D/B/ta4/2/3; TNA, RG101/305/1/WOOA—
WOPG.

42 SHC, D/B/ta/4/22/1; D/DC/tau.d/2/214 (22 Oct.), 19 (30 Apr.), 20 (10 Nov.).

493 SHC, D/B/ta/3/22/10, pp. 60—T1, 4/22/1 (1952, 1963).



Lambrook estate and buy Higher Holway Farm (67 a.) for housing.*** Thereafter social
housing became the responsibility of charitable housing associations but supply continued to

fall short of need.
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494 SHC, A/APN/2/6; D/DC/tau.d, unlisted box 1 (Sep., Nov. 1973, Mar. 1974).



