[RETAIL SERVICES]
MARKETS

Taunton may have had a market by 904 and its tolls were given to Bishop Aelfheah I (934—

51), a grant confirmed c. 970.! In 1086 the market yielded £2 10s. to the manor.” Taunton

remained a major market town until 2008 but thereafter had only small pavement markeA(

By the mid 13th century there were permanent stalls and butchers shambles

roofed.® A large stall was let for up to 3s. 4d. a year in 1309—10.* In the late, 1 all

rents, grain and other tolls were received and the borough court fined forestalling and

regrating, buying for resale on the way to or at the beginning of t ket.’ There is no
record of an indoor market although evidence of a large hal 0 was found on the
corner of Fore and High Streets.® There were bread s market and near the cross in

1320.7 Bakers, tailors and tanners paid a fixed s he 1330s when new stalls were built

and farmed out.® Shambles and stalls were ouses; one man had seven in 1341 and

another had a three houses, five shops*and t rket stalls by 1347.°
Guildhall was a tub sto

The market place a large triangular area surrounded by Fore Street and extending

ynes,or gutters on either side.!! The Cross was recorded by 1309—

10 ' and bot nd High crosses in the 14th and 15th centuries, the former on

The 90 ter was probably fabricated H.P.R. Finberg, Early Charters of Wessex (Leicester, 1964), 128,
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Cornhill.!* The High Cross on the south-west corner of the market place housed the

constables’ weights, which they sublet by the 1720s.'* It was an elaborate late medieval

structure with a roof supported on six columns. Above the roof the central column carried

statues and terminated in a spire with a post-medieval sundial and weathercock. It was

demolished in 1771.7

and Fore Street to the south. On the west a guildhall was built c¢. 1466 when Bis WQ

The Middle Market lay between the Cornhill, recorded by 1309—10,'6 on theln

Waynfleete granted the site of an ancient watercourse 63 ft by 30ft to the vicar of St Mary’s

to build a hall of judicature at his own expense.!” By 1612 it belo to the trustees of the
Town Lands charity with 16 shambles.'® It was open at ground levelywith stalls, replaced by
shops before 1706, and two lockups called the Cow H a e Ease. The upper hall

measured 78 ft by 28 ft so possibly jettied out beyend, the building’s footprint.'” In 1682 a
®

market house 100 ft by 80 ft with hall over was.p

to the south. In 1684 permission was

granted provided the passageway wasnot no-one was charged for pitching goods for

sale and the town had the room
1698 was used for corn sales an

east by an outside stai

20 Built by subscription it stood on brick pillars and in

e upper assembly room with garret was approached on the

Substa nd houses with solars over were built in the market place where

shamblesshad be permanent structures with stone tiled roofs by the 1320s. A row of four

sh

solars over was treated as a burgage in 1384.%> Two shops in the Middle Market in
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1459 were described as on Mercery Lane by 1548.% In 1555 the manor held a burgage at the

Guildhall door and five shops in the market.?* A boarded house and shop was recorded at the

Corn market in 1652.%° Occupants of Fore Street added pentices and market standings to their

frontages, which they were ordered to remove in 1618, but in 1700 the manor court was still

trying to remove ‘fore shops’ and windows from the pavements.?¢ In the early 17th centugy a

house and shop called the Bread or Bird Cage or High Hall, recorded in 1536, was re

by 12 fixed shambles in three rows called the New Shambles to support a chari

were decayed by 1764 as it was cheaper to sell from outer or moveable standings.t® By then

houses, shops and shambles adjoined each other on Mercery and Shiambles Lanes where

messuages were recorded.”’

been freed.*® Although the plague reputedly red

was checked for unbai

slaughter.®* In

The bishop’s tenants were exempt from fair an ket tollS and by 1301 others had

d bull meat, diseased meat or meat from animals that died before

t in Fore Street had a share in a pigsty but was forbidden to keep a

butcher’sshop. 412 there were two sets of shambles held by local farmers, chantries
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and fraternities and each sublet for 8s. a year.’> However, in the early 16th century several

were unlet and entry fines were as low as 4s.%° In 1549 merchant William Leonard bought

former chantry property including six shambles and shops in the market place and an Essex

man bought four standings with chopping blocks and seven shops.?” A Bridgwater man

charged six shambles with payment of £110 in 1600.*® Gerard noted the flourishing state of

the market in the 1630s when 140 butchers attended.*® Butchers had to bring the tal d

hides with their carcases and lay green skins and hides on the Cornhill.*’ In the

N

century shambles could only be used on market days and rents varied with size and position

from 6d. a year to 12s. for an inner shamble and the freehold of a fi shamble cost £24 in

1696.4!

Fishmongers’ stalls were farmed out by 1305 a e y sublet.*” The farm rose

from £1 65s. 8. in 1499 to over £5 in 1555.% A t from ‘Essex sublet two to men from

Sidbury, Devon c. 1587.# In 1669 the fish s moved to create more meat

shambles.* Stalls were often sited in front o s and in 1613 it was ordered that a 4ft way

was kept after every 4th stall to allow passage to the shops.*® In 1617 vegetable sellers were

moved from the High Cro
sold by the cross, w

often held stal

to Street south of the Ship inn and only wool and fruit was

in 1619 apple sellers blocked the way.*’ Glovers and shoemakers

er’s house in the market place in 1748 may have been a former
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stall site.*® By the 18th century bakers, hosiers, ropers and broom sellers had areas of
standings around the outside of the market.*’

In the early 17th century rural bakers brought bread and a couple from Wedmore
brought two horseloads of butter weekly in the summer.>® The poor had access to the market
before it opened for general business and to prevent traders buying for resale craftsmen a
hucksters, licensed by the constables, were forbidden to buy food in the market bef

2p.m.>! A yarn market opened at 8 in summer and 9 in winter in 1629.5> Theft

problem and in 1629 two men were accused of plotting to assault and rob people in Chip

t.53 There was unrest when wheat sold . a bushel in March

9

arket day, although there

Lane on their way to marke

e weavers and labourers

1634 and market traders refused to accept the farthings with

had been paid saying they were illegal.’* Saturday was
vhich gave'fPaunton an advantage.> In 1668
the Saturday market was ordered to close a revent drunkenness and disorder on
Sunday morning. °° In the 1690s the bell wa twice creating a two hour market for the
poor alone but dealers would n &i{r bags until the 2nd bell, which led to hardship and

violence. The portreeves t;i'ed to charge people selling foodstuff without a stall despite the
1

were markets most days especially Wednesday,

manor jury having deelared 4 that the market was and must remain free.”’ By 1721 the
bean market w ornhill, which had its own keepers as did the shambles. The former

opened the mark th the bell and hired out tubs and bags , stored under the Guildhall, and

the latterOve slaughtering and the cleaning of stalls. By 1700 they were accused of
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failing to prevent abuses in the market and weigh bread.® In the 1750s the cheese market lay
south of the fixed stalls.”® A large area in the shambles, described as the Kitchen in 1742, was
possibly for cooked food.®

The market place was a public arena for events such as the proclamation of

Monmouth in 1685 and the election hustings despite the limited open space by that date.5!

Inns like the Antelope were extended by 1700 narrowing the passages into the marke
the 1750s about half the market place, known as the Island, was occupied by sta
11 alehouses and shops, many owned by private investors because they were profitable like
the Antelope rack rented for up the £31 10s. in 1769 when repair ¢ may have been
inflated to reduce compensation.®?

In 1763 a Market House Society was formed to iman ACt of Parliament for

improvements. The members, including wealthy men were probably influenced by the

1752, the need to open up the town centre t the violent election of 1754 when the

market and its alehouses in narrow passage ad been a focus of disorder.%* The
subscription list was headed by 00from Nathaniel Webb M.P., reputedly saved in unpaid

bribes in the uncontested 1768 eleetions. The 1768 Act empowered trustees to clear the old

market buildings as s the Tone Bridge to create an open market with one new building.

The trustees s nsent of the bishop of Winchester and the portreeves in return for

annual remts, rai oney and bought buildings. The market house trustees became the most

po in the town. The market had the monopoly of sales of provisions and livestock

in 1,000 yards of the market place and anyone with a food shop needed to buy a licence

8 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/2 (1721), 3; DD/SP/61/5.

% SHC, DD/SF/2/52/3/7.

% SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/3.

61 Below, rel. hist., local govt.; Cal. SP. Dom. Jul.—Sep. 1683, 278—9, 358.

62 SHC, DD/SP/18/85; 21/1.

8 G. H. Kite and H. P. Palmer, Taunton: its history and market trust (Taunton, 1926), plan f. p. 4; SHC,
D/B/ta/31/5/3, 5; DD/BD/27; DD/DP/71/5; DD/SF/2/52/3/1—6.

% J. Toulmin, History of Taunton, rev. J. Savage (Taunton, 1822), 572; SHC, Q/SR/356/1/6; TNA, PROB
11/1138/242.



although in the 1780s the sale of cake, pies and fruit in the passage into Hunts Court ‘as has
always been accustomed’ was allowed.®®> Under an Act of 1840 the monopoly was to
continue only until the debt on the market was paid, which never happened. A clerk of the
market was appointed but the constables remained responsible for weighing, which they
‘bought’ for £5 and farmed for £50, on scales in the new arcades. New weights and measures

made by Liberty of Gillingham, Dorset were bought in 1824—6 and copper ones fr stol

in 1864, weighing from 2 Ib. to Y2 cwt.%¢ Q
Within a year of their first meeting in January 1769 the trustees had demolished most

of the buildings and started building a new market house with arc Moveable standings

Veg tables to 1s. 3d. for

of the new house and

with roofs were designed and charges fixed from 1d. a horselg

a butcher’s standing on Saturdays. Meat and fish woul SO
bakers, glovers, pedlars and others would be site h, the:fow] market would be held from
8 a.m. until noon, the corn market from no . and the rest of the market from 8

a.m. to 7 p.m. The Cornhill keeper remaine nsible for the market bell. The market area

and arcades were to be lit and b osts and chains.®’ In 1772 there were 80 standings

compared with 113 in 1769 but they were wider at 8 V4 ft.® Ten more were bought in 1778

and two sheds to ho e table planks. In 1785 the trustees rented a yard in Great Magdalen

Lane. lostin t f Hammet Street in 1788. to store and clean the numbered stalls.®’

In 1772 the fore was paved in stone, and the entire Parade in 1797.7° The desire to have

ature for social interaction when the market was not being held and the
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substantial nature of the stalls meant that by 1819 putting up and taking down the stalls cost
£200 a year, probably one reason for building an indoor market with permanent stalls.”!
The Market House, which combined the functions of assembly rooms and guildhall,
was completed in 1772 to the designs of amateur architect and market trustee Copplestone
Warre Bampfylde. It is a three-storey, five-bay building of red brick with basement and
attics. The cruciform arcades, considered a nuisance by 1924, were replaced by two
extensions in 1930—1 and a full width pediment replaced the central clock featu e

cellars were let out, various offices were located in the building and from 1793 the south-west

of the ground floor was a public house but the north-east portion etained as the

guildhall.” The building was a focal point for Royal jubilees ceession proclamations. A
plan to replace it 1897 came to nothing for lack of fun e acrimonious dispute.’* In
the late 20th and early 21st century it was occupi variogs organisations, including the
tourist information centre and a public hou

In 1791 Taunton’s Saturday market dly provided plentiful cheap provisions,

because women brought farm p sell directly to the public, poultry, cheese and bacon

under the arcades and fish etables and fruit on Wednesdays.”® Sales of earthenware
probably including 1 Donyatt pottery were a feature of the market from at least 1793 and
in 1799 a Staf n had a stall.”” In 1808 butchers came to market six days a week
and paid 2s. 6d. turdays in 1881 but as little 6d. on other days, 8d. or 9d. on

6d. on other days. Saturday charges for bakers, glovers, pedlars, ropers,

confectigners, hatters, chandlers, hosiers and tobacconists were up to 1s. 1d., sellers of fish,

"' 5th Rep. Com. Char. 534.
2 Dr H. Alford, Olden Taunton, a Cycle of Change (Taunton c. 1921), 2; SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/4 (1924);
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pork, earthenware, scythes, hooks, turned ware and shoes paid 8d., gardeners 8d. a week and

sellers of brooms, butter cheese, poultry, grain, fruit and vegetables usually paid 1d., as they

did not use standings. Poultry sellers had to cease trading at midday to make room for corn

dealers. The market was short of space and half stalls were proposed.’® Butchers’ stalls

occupied 12,000 of the 21,088 square feet on the Parade and the trade was worth £60,000

year in 1824.7° The tolls were let for £600 a year in 1785 rising to £1,374 in 1821 a

only £18 was paid to the portreeves and 24s. 8d. to the manor to compensate fo @

market profits and building rents.®° Servicing the £12,000 capital debt took a very, large share

of the income and with other expenses reduced the annual profits £120.3! The market

trustees used any surplus income to buy back debt.??

market with underground cellars built by Thoma

Five houses west of Fore Street were bought a molisheéd in 1821 for an indoor

an torthe design of William Burgess.

The upper floor was let to the literary institution g so to the archaeological society, with

accommodation for the librarian. The ark

ed daily except on Sundays from 8a.m. to

8p.m.%? In 1833 the building was‘extended into Bishops Hull parish with a large butchery

providing 17,472 square feet for
upset those who onl

poultry, butter

7 fixed standings but the charge of 4s. for a Saturday stall

ughf a few carcases.® The 1820s building housed 254 stalls for

1834.3% In 1894 a large arched market entrance area was built on

the new Corpora treet.3® The Parade market was reorganised for non-food items with the

ed for the sale of corn and hemp on Saturdays only.?” In 1843 the trustees

57 Geo. Il c. Ixv; SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/2, pp. 39, 244, 292, 307, 327, 362, 428, 436.
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presumably for carrying stalls.®® In the 1880s some produce and non-food items were sold on

small stalls or from tubs and baskets.%’

In 1796 the fish market was moved to the east end of the market house and a pump

was installed.”® In 1822 the trustees bought the freehold of the new market site from William

Kinglake for £2,000 and apparently leased part of the Old Bank by Castle Bow c. 1824 for a

single-storey fish market, behind a saddler’s shop. In 1831 William Kinglake sold th Q

Bank and adjoining premises to the market trustees who demolished the front sk

the fish market and rebuilt the adjoining milliner’s shop in three storeys.”!In 1836 the fish

market’s front section with its Doric portico was let to a tailor wit proviso he spent £300
converting it into a house and shop. The fish market was rebu nd the portico by
Richard Carver in 1853, presumably reopening the ent e street.”” It provided at

least 14 stalls but there were problems with drainag

hawkers.”* A telegraph company leased p

the eastern arcades of the

and competition from at least five fish

market.”

From es for butcher’s shops were issued but cost up to £50 a year.”®
Licensees were ed to take a market stall as the butchers’ market was worth over £1,300
to ee 1843.%7 In 1850 the butchery tolls were farmed for c. £1,100 and the fish

a

ork/tolls for £536, although toll farmers complained that shops reduced income and the
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beadle was ordered to prevent people selling in the street.”® Small sums were earned from
auctions held in the covered market and shows on the Parade including Wombwell’s wild
animals.”® The market competed with itinerant sellers of fruit, vegetables and fish, sometimes
from carts in the main streets, and many fresh food shops from the 1850s despite the costs of
licences and fines. In the open market it was permitted to sell from a cart for 2s. 64.'%° There
were continued complaints about itinerant hawkers of produce like potatoes underc nd

in 1870 vegetables could be sold in the arcades or from carts.'°! By 1896 fruit

were sold in both the indoor market and the arcades every day.'*

In 1893 51 country butchers petitioned for lower stall rents dsythey had to compete

with shops but as they only came on Saturdays trustees lost re 93 Income fell until in

the 1920s expenses exceeded income, c¢. £500 was still t annually on interest and shop

licences accounted for nearly a quarter of genera et income.'% In 1927 a report

suggested replacing the indoor and butcher’ th shops but the market and its

monopoly continued. Outdoor stallholders o d to being moved to the indoor market in
1930 to improve the Parade.'® 36%ales from barrows and trucks in the main streets

were banned on Fridays and Saturdays. That was extended to the whole town centre six days

a week in 1947.196 21st century trading was allowed from pavement stalls in
certain areas.

The new council, with public support, wanted to take over the markets, but it

waswmnotwntil 6 that The Market House Trust ceased. Its duties and powers passed to the

SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/5, pp. 161, 253, 275, 387, 473; DD/DP/5/1.
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town council, confirmed by an Act of 1931 repealing the Taunton Market Acts.!” By that
date the large market hall was divided between butchers and greengrocers and florists.
Fishmongers and itinerant traders used the small hall.!®®  The upper storey was known as
the Victoria Rooms with the name and initials VR added to the facade before 1883. The five-

bay frontage comprised three large and two small arches alternating on the ground floor,

partly glazed for shops. The central arch was set forward to carry the first-floor colo
four Ionic columns surmounted by pediment similar to that on the 18th-century et house.
The first floor had five sash windows each above a low balustrade and topped by an elaborate
pediment.'? Only the ground floor was solid stone most of the up oor was plastered and

derelict by the 1920s.!'% It was restored and reopened in 1934 » Hall, but

continued to be known locally as the Victoria Rooms, embly room and
cinema.'!! Four shops were installed in the front

of th ilding and in 1941 the upper rooms
became a British Restaurant. The ground floer:w Q isitioned until 1949 when despite a
petition the indoor market was not regpened. gl

rest let out. In 1963—S5 it was demolished and replaced by row of shops and offices.!!?

was rebuilt for the electricity board and the

Corn exchange

Corn was sold et in the Middle Ages but by the late 18" century corn dealers sold
in long two-bus gs on Saturday afternoons and held trays for sampling.'!® In 1821 ten
me ne woman were licensed to sell corn and given space in the new market called the

Exchange Room to sell by sample only between 10a.m. and 4p.m. on Saturdays. The

107" SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/7, p. 408; 31/1/8, p. 322; 31/1/11, p. 384; A/DIF/95/37; PAM 2563, p. 18; Kite and
Palmer, Taunton: its history and market trust, 75; below, local govt.

198 Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 109.

109 SHC, A/DIF/101/11/216.

119 PO Dir. Som. (1866); Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883); SHC, A/DIF/95/37.

11 SHC, A/BRP/1/6 (1934).

112 SHC, D/B/ta/3/25/3 passim; 31/1/13, p. 6; A/DVY/1 (1933); A/EHA/8/1; D/DC/tau.d (M/1239), box 3;
Orbach, S. & W. Som. 623; below, soc. hist.

113 Marshall, Rural Economy of W. of Eng., 11, 190.



arrangement was unsatisfactory and in 1825 they were moved back to the arcades after the
poultry sellers moved indoors.!'* Large quantities of corn and malt were sold but corn
merchants like the Kingsbury family and Richard Matthews had shops by the 1840s and more
were licensed in 1858.!1° In 1867 the fish market was converted into a corn exchange with 40
desks besides tubs for retail sales. Fees and tolls were high and a stall cost up to £95 a year b

1921 but selling even by sample elsewhere in the borough incurred a £5 fine. By 19

exchange was also a cinema.!'® In 1929 the corn exchange moved to the new ma
Canal Road.'!"” The old building was demolished in 1937 to build the borough electricity

offices.!'® The 1770 Market House became the sole relic of Taunt market.

Livestock markets

Taunton supplied the bishop of Winchester with

woxen and 159 pigs in 1244—5.11°
Q d of the market between Cornhill,

where there was a bullring, and the bridge. a was later encroached on and divided into

Animals for butchery were probably sold a

Horse and Groping Lanes.'?° Welsh shéep and Irish cattle sold at Taunton market were

probably driven from Minehead and Bridgwater.!?! A pig market was held possibly outside

the Three Cups in E treet as before 1586 the innkeeper had had the market moved to Paul

Street.'?? A ‘g or livestock on the first Saturday of the month from November to
April wastheld o tle Green in 1788 and in East Reach from 1789.'% In 1819 it was

mo osite Tancred Street, disrupting traffic , and in 1823 was confined to the north side

1 , Q/RLc/1; D/B/ta/31/5/3, 214; Kite and Palmer, Taunton: its history and market trust, 90.
> Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/5, p. 496; DD/SAS/C212/13/1, pp. 52, 66. Matthew’s East
ach shop still bears the legend ‘English and Foreign Corn Warehouse’.
116 Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), 11, p. 202; SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/6, pp. 419—20, 425, 427,
449; 31/1/7, p. 44, DD/X/BFD/3; D/WB/t/11/1, pp. 58—9, 60, 88.
17 SHC, D/DC/tau.d (M/1289, box 1); D/B/ta/24/1/71/1441.
18 Orbach, S. & W. Som. 623; SHC, D/DC/tau.d unlisted box 19 (1938—9.
19 SHC, T/PH/win 1244—S5.
120 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/1, pp. 3, 19.
121 Kite and Palmer, Taunton: its history and market trust, 17.
122 SHC, DD/SP/49 (Apr. 1586), 50 (June 1614).
123 Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 586; SHC, DD/TB/23/32.



of East Reach. In 1827 it was moved to the last Saturday of the month and relocated in a field
off East Reach.!?* A short-lived cattle market on the second Saturday was introduced in
1833.!2° There was a sheep market on the corner of East Reach and Tancred Street in 1840.!%¢
The field off East Reach was unpopular and outside the trustees’ authority, which only

extended for 1,000 yards from the market place. The market returned to Castle Green an

from 1841 the cattle and sheep markets, the great markets, horse sales and livestock ]
were held there except during cattle plagues. The green was also used for cart p 2
¢ 128

1852 the livestock markets were farmed ou

In 1821 a pig market was established adjoining the brewe arman’s Court, later

Pig Market Lane and the marking of raw skins was moved th om the arcade. The trustees

bought and demolished the brewery to extend the mar "By 1871 it was again
inadequate and pig sales moved to Castle Green, t betyeen 1883 and 1904 when they
were held in Tangier.'*

In August 1884 5,326 cattle and she 858 pigs were sold and in 1888 up to 40
truckloads of cattle were dispat from the station on a Saturday.'?! The growing

popularity of livestock auctions ide traditional markets saw fewer than 3,000 animals

sold in August 1901..8wine fever and the outbreak of war caused further falls.!*> In 1921 the

council took o ned a new livestock market, which opened in 1929 on Jarvis Field

(6 a.) in Ganal R ith accommodation for 1,320 cattle and calves, 6,500 sheep and 1,500

pigssandibuildings for a Saturday corn exchange, Tuesday produce market, three firms of

SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/2, p. 466, 31/1/3, pp. 145, 264, 273.
125" SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/4, pp. 12, 35
126 SHC, DD/SAS/C212/map143.
127 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/4, pp. 246, 246—7, 253, 260, 266—7; 5, pp.327—38, 334, 337, DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, p.
100; Bishops Hull, econ. hist.
128 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/5, p. 290.
129 SHC, DD/CH/82/8; D/B/ta/31/1/3, 21, 102, 116, 347; D/P/tau.m/4/3/9—10.
130 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/6, p. 93, 31/1/8, p. 87; SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/12/424; Bishops Hull, econ. hist.
131 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/8, pp. 199, 560; Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), I1I, p. 257.
132 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/9, pp. 577—38, 585; 31/1/10, pp. 625; 31/1/11, pp. 182, 372, 418—9.



auctioneers and several agricultural implement merchants.!* In 1944 three cattle sales were
established, livestock on Saturdays, fatstock on Tuesdays and tuberculin tested cattle on
Thursdays and by 1954 each had its own sale ring and accommodation. It was one of the
most important markets in the west, housed a Christmas fatstock show, auctions and other

sales, was served by bank branches and by the 1960s had general market of c. 30 stalls fox S

non-food items.'** Further sale rings were built in 1962 and in 1963 the market handQ(
d11d

240,000 animals, rising to 370,314 in 1986. The town centre site became inadec %
large transporters had to negotiate congested streets. In 2008 the livestock @moved toa
site south of Bridgwater. Apart from the produce market the old sit¢'was cleared for

redevelopment, which had still not taken place by 2022.!%

FAIRS

There were presumably fairs by the late 12th en non-burgesses were allowed to

sell cloth retail.'*® Most major Somerset fai held in spring or autumn so Taunton’s
summer dates may relate to the 1 trade as they followed shearing, cartloads of goods

could be moved more easily in s er and with little competition became important for

summer sales of hor

The B orough fair (17 June), in existence by 1287, produced £1 10s. 4d. in
1310, almost as as the annual market tolls.'*” A piepowder court was held by the 14th
ce d toyprotect the fair traders opening their shop windows in fair time had to pay a

toll by 1334.13 Despite the plague St Botolph’s fair was held as usual and although tolls were

133 SHC, A/DIF/95/37; D/B/ta/24/1/57/993; A/IBMG/5/2.

134 SHC, D/DC/tau.d (M/1289, box 1); DD/X/AP/1; A/AQN/64; PAM 61.
135 SHC, A/BIV/5; D/B/ta/31/1/13; A/DIT/1, D/DC/tau.d/2/2/15 (7 Dec.).
136 Hunt, ‘Some notes on the cloth trade’, PSANHS CI—II, 100.

137 SHC, T/PH/win 1286—7, 1309—10.

138 Below, local govt, courts; SHC, T/PH/win 1334—S5.



nearly halved they soon recovered and were usually over 20s."*° In 1409 six Taunton men
attacked the toll collectors and reportedly raised 400 supporters.'*° Tolls continued to be
collected but fell to less than 5s. by the 16th century and 3s. 4d in 1630.!*! The Tolsey or
tollbooth was south of the Guildhall and the manor bailiff had an extra load of firewood for
each fair, possibly for a kitchen.!'*?

The bedels of the manorial hundreds manned the entrances to the town and
prevent animals leaving without a ticket. Theoretically all cattle and horse sales @

recorded for 4d. with a detailed description of the animal, any owners’ matks and the names

of buyers and sellers to prevent the trading of stolen animals. Ani came from as far as
Glamorgan and Ireland. A good mare or an ox could sell for re usually sent to
specialised fairs like Ham Hill and Weyhill nearer the unti€s of Wiltshire and Dorset

where the demand was greatest. Fairs facilitated thesimprovement of breeding by drawing
cattle and horses from a wide area and horses«ea % the Somerset Levels where many
heavy horses were bred. Horse buyer rav

included two men from Cornw ying for onward sale. Several women sold stock and

rthest to get good stock and regulars

leather. Recorded sales peaked at'269 animals in 1630.!%3 Tolls belonged to the clerk of the

the remaining profits. Fairs were not held regularly in the

1640s due to ar.!* Tolsey receipts for pitching goods and skins were over £3 in
several years be 640 but halved in the 1650s.'%

rs provided entertainment and the authorities found them useful for public

announcements and recruiting but the fair never recovered its regional importance. Local

139 SHC, T/PH/win 1348—50, 1363—4, 1377—S8.

140 Cal. Pat. 1408—13, 179.

141 SHC, T/PH/win 1430—1, 1462—3, 1482—3. 1509—10, 1528—9, 1544—5; Hants. R.O.,
11M59/C1/19/10.

142 SHC, DD/SP/71; D/B/ta/31/5/3.

143 SHC, DD/SP/338.

144 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/16, 149—50; DD/SP/325/190—3.

145 SHC, DD/SP/329.



sales dominated, mainly of cattle but transactions within the fair or illegally outside its limits
went unrecorded.'*® By the mid 18th century it was a pedlary fair although graziers bought
lean cattle in the late 18th and early 19th centuries when the fair was held along the length of
East Street.'*” By the 19th century town-based dealers bought directly from farmers for resale
and horses were bought by local horse breakers who sold privately or at horse sales on Castle

Green.'*® In 1899 the fair comprised a few sweet stalls on the Parade and Irish horse

by the gypsy community and was last recorded in 1916.'4°

In 1256 the king granted to his brother Amaury, bishop of Winchester a yearly four-
day fair in Millane tithing around the Translation of St Thomas (5 1501 1268 it

produced 29s. 5 Vad. and, although only 8s. 5d. in 1302, incon usually over 20s. during

the Middle Ages but fell to 1s. by 1545.1°! In the early c 7 the fair regained
popularity, cutpurses were active in 1625 and receipts,rose to-over £3 in 1639 and were often
higher than at the borough fair.'>? Cattle sale

year mid-century.'>? In the late 17th and 1

Welsh cutler and his wife who

ated and fairs were not held every

ries ribbons and jewellery were sold and a

stolen at the George inn were probably attending

this fair in 1761.1%%

By the 18th ry North Town fair, as it was then known, was reduced to three
days, 7—9 Jul irst day for graziers to buy cattle and the others for the general public.!>
It was noted for , sold from barges in the river, and cattle. In 1817 589 cattle were

146" M.C. wes, Quarter Sessions Records, 1666—76 (Som. Rec. Soc. 34), 218; M. Siraut, Trevelyan
Letters (Somr. Rec. Soc. 80), 135; SHC, DD/SP/338.
14 , Q/SR/343/3/48; DD/SP/338; Fairs in Eng. and Wales (1767), 69; J. Billingsley, Gen. Views of

ric. of Som. (1798), 245; Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 586; M. Miles, Perfectly Pure, 84.

TNA, HO107/972; RG10/2374—5; RG11/2366—8; Bishops Hull, econ. hist.

149" Taunton Courier, 21 June 1899, 12 July 1916: BNA accessed 15 Aug. 2022; SHC, DD/TBL/59 (1916).
150 Cal. Chart. 1226—57, 242.
51 SHC, T/PH/win 1267—S8, 1301—2, 1328—9, 1348—50, 1334—S5, 1353—4, 1509—10, 1528—9, 1544—
5; DD/MT/1/16, 28.
152 Hants. R.O., 11M59/C1/19/10; SHC, Q/SR/52/32; DD/SP/329 (1639).
133 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/16, p. 150; DD/SP/33, 329 (1640—55), 325/197 (Staplegrove 100), 325/203.
154 SHC, Q/SR/93/109; 115/7, 14; 313/45; DD/SP/338.
155 SHC, DD/SP/338; Fairs in Eng. and Wales (1767), 69; J. Billingsley, Gen. Views of Agric. of Som. (1798),
245.



offered for sale but the fair was mainly for pedlary, confectionary, sack races and greasy pole
competitions.'>® A nominal payment of 6s. 8d. from each fair was apparently fixed in the
1670s but sometimes less was paid.'’ In the late 18th and early 19th century up to eight
tolsey keepers continued to be appointed and North Town fair was held at the junction of
Bridge Street, Station Road and Staplegrove Road, possibly on Elms Parade off Staplegrove

Road, which necessitated the fencing of building sites to keep horses out.!>® Stock a

auctioned in 1860 but by the 1880s the market trustees and the poor-law Guardi te
fairs suppressed as a useless nuisance and responsible for much absence from school.™”
Innkeepers objected to abolition, although they led to filthy streets poor business as
people stayed away from the town centre, the pleasure fairs h % eady ceased.'®” By the
1890s North Town fair had ceased. ¢!

A July horse show was held from 1882 unptil«1949 exeept during the wars and

probably involved sales in its early years.!62 ate 20th century fun fairs and markets

centre streets.

COAL and TIMB ANTS

15 , DD/MT/3/4/35, 5/15, 11/36; DD/DP/43/4/13 (1817); Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 559; Dr

. Alford, Olden Taunton, a Cycle of Change (Taunton c. 1921), 8; Shillibeer, Ancient Customs of Taunton
ane, XXVvii.

157" SHC, DD/MT/3/4/35, 5/15, 11/36; DD/DP/43/4/13 (1817); Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 559; Dr

H. Alford, Olden Taunton, a Cycle of Change (Taunton c. 1921), 8; Shillibeer, Ancient Customs of Taunton

Deane, xxvii.

138 SHC, DD/DP/90/2; A/ADR, vol. 1 (1870—1); N. Chipchase, Taunton Remembered, 30.

159 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/7, p. 538; D/G/ta/8a/28; C/E/4/367/1, p.377; D/P/tau.m/18/11/1 (1873, 1880); Taunton

Courier, 12 July 1848, 11 July 1860, 15 July 1885: BNA accessed 15 Aug. 2022.

10 Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), I, p. 269.

161 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/8, pp. 58, 199; Taunton of Today (1896), 11.

12 Taunton Courier, 14 July 1886, 23 July 1949: BNA accessed 11 Aug. 2022.



There was a charcoal store on the manor in 1301'%* but firewood was the main fuel until the
later 17th century, from the manor or imported upriver.!%* Coal was available by the 15th
century and was brought from Ham mills south of the Tone in North Curry in 1628 for
boiling saltpetre.'® By 1698 coal from Coal Harbour north of the river in Creech St Michael
cost 1s. 8d. a bushel and was resold in Taunton for 2s. and there was a constant traffic in coal

on the road.'® Improved navigation resulted in coal coming upriver to Tone Bridge ‘@ the

south-east bank was known as Coal Orchard by 1744.1%7 In 1717 800 boatloads lof coalia
200 tons of general cargo paid toll at Coal Harbour to pass up to Taunton.'®® Coal,merchants

and coalyards were recorded from the early 18th century and in 18 coal merchant paid

over £800 for a house, coalyard and wharf in Coal Orchard where there were at least eight

coalyards by 1842.'% Some cloth workers traded in co own in 1769 followed by

John Weeks and Company recorded in 1784.!7°

increasingly required for foundries, steam-pe
generation. By the 1820s c. 28,500 tons of
many labourers and carts and ants,often employed up to 15 men. In the 1840s it took a

ton of coal to produce 12,000 cu.ft of gas.!”! A coal yard let in 1849 had a large house,

cottages, a counting th fireproof chest, engine and weighing houses, a weighbridge

and a wharf wi After the opening of the railway goods sidings many of the c.15

3 M. Page, The Pipe Roll of the Bishopric of Winchester 1301—2 (Winchester, 1996), 32.
Cal. Ing. Misc. VI, p. 259; BL, Add. MS 30289 (45); SHC, T/PH/win 1500—1; TNA, PROB 4/8674.

165 E. H. Bates-Harbin, Quarter Sessions Records, 1625—39 (Som. Rec. Soc. 24), 73.
166 BL, Add. MS 30289 (45); C. Fiennes, Through England on a side saddle (2009), 63.
167 SHC, Q/SR/73/313/45; above, intro.
168 VCH Som. VI, 26.
169 TNA, PROB 11/659/254; SHC, A/CHM/5; D/P/tau.ja/13/1/1; DD/SP/1744/24; DD/AY/2, 6; DD/HR/3—
4; DD/DP/box 103; DD/SAS/C212/13/1, pp. 48—52.
170 SHC, DD/CH/78/5; Bailey’s British Dir. (1784), 455.
171 SHC, T/PH/gdl/2; DD/TC/36.
172 SHC, DD/CH/81/7.



coal businesses moved near the station but some were sited in residential areas.'”* In 1882 a
coal merchant paid for an advertising hoarding at the station.!”*

Probably the largest coal business was that of the Goodland family who in the mid
19th century took over the premises and coalyards of the Youngs of Bridge House and of the
Kingsburys and Troods at Tone Bridge House, each with wharves. and acquired adjoinin
shops and warehouses.!” In 1828 William Goodland from North Petherton started

grandsons joined the business bringing coal, culm and anthracite from Gloucestershire and

business and in 1830 formed a company with his brother Charles. Most of their

south Wales through Bridgwater. From Taunton they dispatched ¢ nd salt into east

=

potight 70 waggons to move

Devon, where they had two canal wharves and a second busi iverton. They later

opened depots at stations in west Somerset and east De

their coal. From a depot in Shuttern they sold to th

formed the Taunton and West Somerset branech-of the Coal Traders Association with four out

of 11 Taunton coal firms. In 1926 co wa

weeks to supply Taunton. In th T century as gas replaced coal and traditional

d and 1,100 tons was needed every six

177

industries and coalyards closed, Geodlands traded as builders’ merchants.

During the e Ages old building timber was sold by the manor presumably to

local carpente was also imported.'”® John Hare (d. 1785), timber merchant, was a

prime mover in w market house scheme in the 1760s and the Wilment family were

timber chants in the late 18th century when there were timberyards in Silver and High

173 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Pigot Dir. (1830); Pigot Dir. (1842); Harrison, Harrad and
Co., Dir. Som. (1859); Morris and Co. Dir. Som. (1872); SHC, DD/CH/111/2; DD/HS/1/2; A/IBMG 3/1; TNA,
HO 107/1922—3; RG 12/1875, 1877.

174 Wilts and Swindon HC, 2525/210, box 40/15.

175 SHC, DD/CH/78/5; DD/X/WBB/371; DD/CWC/ta/G/2468; DD/GND/S.

176 SHC, A/JARG/7; A/BMG/3/1; DD/GND cat.; Devon HC, 2062/B/L/6.

177 SHC, A/SDJ/1/1; DD/GND cat.

178 SHC, T/PH/win1399—1400, 1421—2, 1454—5, 1462—3; Cal. Ing. Misc. V11, p. 259.



Streets, East Reach and by the river.!” Tree trunks were unloaded north-west of the town
bridge for the sawmills in the early 19th century.'®® There were up to five firms during the
mid 19th century and 18 merchants and their workers were recorded in 1891 reflecting the
extent of building work and there were timberyards by the hospital and at Union Gate for
most of the 19th century.'®! Timber merchants also imported Welsh slate and operated as
hauliers including the Govier brothers in Belvedere Road in the early 20th century.'

Colthursts and Reeves had large yards by the river or at Priorswood but closed

1980s.83

RETAIL SERVICES
Shops
In 1242—3 eight men were accused of selling clothrand wine-illegally.'®* The name le

.185 Taunton chapmen were trading

with London in the early 15th centur y bringing goods for local traders to sell

although wealthy retailers dealt directlyawith suppliers.!®® In 1310—11 the wife of William le

Taverner had seven shops.!®” There were bread shops by the market and near the cross in

1320,'®8 shops with s ovier were recorded in and around the market and a widow was

granted a cha rret and shop on East Street in 1344.'%° Shops were a popular

XX.12.18; SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/28 (1389, 1434).
Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Pigot Dir. (1842); Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914); SHC, A/EDR/I.

185" SHC, D/DC/tau.d/2/2/18 (11 July).
184 C. E. Chadwyck-Healey, Somersetshire Pleas c. 1200—1256, (SRS 11), p. 296.
185 TNA, E326/4963, 5094; F. Dickinson, Kirby’s Quest etc (Som. Rec. Soc. 3), 127; Cal. Misc. 1, p. 397.
186 TNA, CP40/618, 636, 656, 664, 685, 724, 768, 776: www/waalt.uh.edu/indexphp/CP40 accessed May
2021.
187 E. Green, Feet of Fines 1307—46 (SRS 12), 22—4.
188 SHC, T/PH/win 1305, 1320—I1.
189 TNA, E 326/4965, 49, 86, 4989; T.B. Dilks, Bridgwater Corporation Records (Som. Rec. Soc. 48), pp.
118—19, 131, 182.



investment as they could be sublet profitably and 29s. 6d. rent was charged for seven shops in
1335.1° Shopkeepers paid to open their drop windows on fair days. Some shops, including in
Shuttern, had pentices to shelter customers and goods.!°! The oldest surviving shop is 14®-
century 15 Fore Street, a café since the mid 20th century, but for most of its history a
mercer’s and then a grocer’s shop. A late 14th-century addition was recorded as a 24ft by
15ft pentice rented for 1s. a year.!”?> That was superseded by a large timbered facad 78
almost certainly built for Thomas Trowbridge, mercer, and his wife Joan. Their % n had
a woollen draper’s next door by the early 17th century.'®?

Spicers, drapers, silk drapers, mercers and haberdashers w ecorded in the 15th and

16th century.!** In 1585 a bookseller owed money in London umably to his supplier.'®?

Merchants sued local shopkeepers in the borough cour ment mainly for bulk

groceries including jars of olives and two and a isins and for haberdashery

including one delivery of 6,000 pins.'*® By century there were many well-

stocked non-food shops including the 1619 f a wealthy merchant tailor and his son or

aulnage c. 1623 and ealed cloth was seized in their shops until they paid c. 7s. and

agreed to pay arge.'” In 1634 24 mercers and four woollen drapers were

! SHC H/win 1334—5; TNA, C1/311/40.
19 HC, T/PH/win 1338—9, 1353—4, 1409—10, 1409—10; T/PH/hps/1; above, this section, fairs.
02 C, T/PH/win 1409—10.

R. Bush, ‘The Tudor Tavern, Fore Street, Taunton’, PSANHS CXIX, 1975, 15—21.
! TNA, CP40/656, 664, 685, 724, 732, 748, 768, 776, 807, 841, 871, 887, 890, 893, 907, 959, 983, 1298,
1352, 1437—8: www/waalt.uh.edu/indexphp/CP40 accessed May 2021; SHC, DD/SF/2/52/2; DD/SP/348
(1593).
195 TNA, CP40/1439, image 62d: www/waalt.uh.edu/indexphp/CP40 accessed May 2021.
19 SHC, DD/SP/63.
197 E. H. Bates Harbin, Quarter Sessions Records, 1607-1625 (Som. Rec. Soc. 23), 72, 343; TNA, PROB
11/135/439; SHC, Q/SR/29/30, 95; DD/SP/1645/18; S.W. Bates Harbin, Somerset Enrolled Deeds (Som. Rec.
Soc. 51), p. 260.
198 SHC, DD/PH/216/57.



recorded, mostly in Fore Street, which was also home to goldsmiths and merchants.!*® They
probably served a very wide area as in the 1640s Minehead church bought cloth in
Taunton.?”’ A haberdasher’s shop stock was worth over £200 in 1634 and in 1645 another
had over 750 yards of c. 30 types of woollen and linen cloth, ribbons, threads, spices, dried

fruits, sugar, liquorice, tobacco, papers, primers and horn books.?! That was a common mix

of wares; a woman stocked threads, laces, tapes, spices and dried fruits in 1666 and i
another shop sold spices, sugars, candles, salt, oatmeal, starch, tobacco, playing
frankincense.’”? Some early 18th-century haberdashers were also hatters.>
Tobacco was supplied by 1620 and sold in general shops by1645.2** Andrew Pitts
issued a token in 1652 bearing an image of tobacco.?®> Many b drapers and grocers
sold tobacco but it was not apparently sold in public h ih\pipes probably until the 18"
re

century.?% In 1674 a man had tobacco worth £34 ss angra knife and was presumably

preparing it for sale.?’” A tobacco maker a nist took apprentices ¢.1721.2%® Two

tobacco manufacturers were recorded.¢. 17 the trade was worth £3,000 a year in

1824.2% Four tobacconists werefour réeorded in 1864 and cigar manufacturers were recorded

1 210

in the 1880s in East Street.and one.was still at work in 190

A wealthy siness in goods, bills and bonds was worth £1,000 in 1667.2!!

John Meredith rsey was apprenticed to a Taunton mercer and by 1677 described

himself ag a gen n and left at least c. £2,500, endowed two clothing charities and gave

SHC /SP/339 (1634).
20 , D/P/m.st.m/4/1/1 (1643).

I SHC, DD/SP/1634/20; DD/SP/1645/35.

SHC, DD/SP/1666/57, 1676/14.

203 SHC, DD/HS/4/2; d/b/ta/31/5/2 (1759).
204 SHC, SHC, DD/SP/63 (1620); DD/SP/1645/35.
205 G. Williamson, Trade Tokens issued in the Seventeenth Century, (1891), 990.
206 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/13 (1391).
207 SHC, DD/SP/1674/9.
208 TNA, IR1/47, p- 76; SHC, D/P/tau.ma/13/6/1.
29 The Universal British Directory (c. 1798), IV, 587—9; SHC, DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7 (1824).
210 Goodmans Dir. Taunton (1864), 81, 106; TNA, RG 11/2368; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883); TNA, RG13/2278.
21l TNA, PROB 4/4454.



money to those from whom he may have taken unfair advantage including a Salisbury
supplier.?!? Unlike those of other towns Taunton tradesmen rarely put livery company arms
on their tokens.?'*> Many issued farthing tokens between 1652 and 1667 including George
Treagle, erroneously said to have been Taunton’s first bookseller but possibly its first
publisher in the 1630s and 1640s.2'* In 1676 a stationer was forced to make a public apology
for slandering the diocesan bishop.?!> Most late 17th century inventories include bo and

several booksellers sold prints and music.?!” Like silver and gold smiths, uphol

mercery shops they also served the rural gentry.?!® A great deal of capital was required to

stock a high-class shop such as that kept by William Chase betwe 62 and 1676 with a

range of cloths costing up to 4s. a yard, gold and silver lace a ilk ribbons and fine

worsted worth nearly £900 and a further £250 of good been $61d but not paid for.?!

220

Many drapers and haberdashers were owed large sums for goods bought on credit.
®

The stock of a bankrupt grocer and drape

cloth, tape and ribbon, groceries, salt tre,

number of spittoons in the housef*tea priced from 3s. 6d. a 1b for bohea to 13s. for hyson, 70

5 was worth up to £1,000 including

pirits and tobacco, probably explaining the

cwt of lump sugar beside lpaf, powdered and other sorts worth up to £3 4s. a cwt. The shop

register

Elizab oodchild set up a haberdashery shop with Mary Alford in 1814 selling some

21 , PROB 11/356/385.
3 H. Symonds, ‘Taunton Tokens of the Seventeenth Century’, PSANHS, LVII (1911), 55; LXI (1915), 121.
G. Williamson, Trade Tokens issued in the Seventeenth Century, (1891), 987—92.
215 M.C.B. Dawes, Quarter Sessions Records, 1666—76 (Som. Rec. Soc. 34), 191.
216 SHC, DD/SP/1681/50, 1683/41, 1685/44, 100, 1691/57, 1695/35.
217 SHC, Q/SR/177/9, 225/8; DD/WO/59/4/4, 6; AICTP/16/12; DD/X/WLM/1; Siraut, Somerset Wills, 40.
218 SHC, Q/SR/151/18, 152/3, 292/8; N. Devon RO, 1142 B/L70/396; Siraut, Som. Wills, 68—9, 233—4; A.
Webb, Somerset Wills (Som. Rec. Soc. 94), 234—5.
219 PSANHS, LXI (1915), 121; SHC, DD/SP/1676/12.
220 SHC, DD/SP/1681/50, 59.
21 SHC, DD/DP/76/2.
222 SHC, DD/HC/6/1/1; D/P/tau.ja/4/1/4; D/P/tau.ma/23/16, 29.



ready-made clothes. Her stock rose in value to £1,150 in 1816 when she was in financial
difficulties, owed over £800. She sold lace costing up to £2 a yard and ribbons up to £3 15s. a
yard, more than three months wages for mill hands.??®> By 1824 the retail drapery and grocery
trades in Taunton were valued at £155,000 slightly more than silk manufacturing.?**

In 1801 an enterprising ironmonger published a list of his stock from stoves to £ S
backgammon tables, man traps to umbrellas.’>> Some ironmongers invented and ma@'i
own kitchen ranges, grates and stoves.??¢ Other manufacturing retailers include %

hatters, glovers, shoemakers, milliners and cabinet makers, notably the Steevens family. For

the poor there were marine or second hand stores and bargain baz In 1830 a salesman on

the corner of Silver Street advertised a sale of cheap new and § d-hand clothes.??’ By the
late 19th century there were several clothes dealers an s ~usually women.??® In

ange for rags.??

and porters rose in number, from 28 in 1841 to 122 in 1851 when there were c. 180 shops and

to 479 by 1911.%2 e 1860s the main streets were lined with shops with large glass

windows, repl all square panes of the early 19th century, and increasing display

space. Shops gu eir interiors and extended retail space to upper floors also with display

N SHC, DD/HC/44/15, 46/15, 147/4; D/P/tau.m/9/1/5.

224 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7 (1824).

225 SHC, DD/HC/4/18/1.

226 Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890), 238.

27 Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 18—19; SHC, DD/CN/28/17; above, industry.

28 TNA, RG12/185—7; RG14/2276—S8.

229 SHC, D/B/ta/3/8/12, p. 226.

20 SHC, T/PH/gdl/1; DD/CH/111/6.

21 Pigot Dir. (1830); SHC, DD/SAS/C2402/52.

22 Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); TNA, HO107/972, 1922—3; RG14/14234—45, 14249.



windows.?*3 Purpose-built shops appeared, including The Bridge, and a monumental mason
and a photographer created glasshouse shops in Station Road, since demolished.?** At the
same period manufacturers invested in large warerooms to display products to buyers.?*
Sunblinds were common by 1900 but only two shop installed permanent glazed verandas,

since removed.?3®

In 1841 c. 300 people were employed in retailing in 1841 and that figure rose
to 730 in 1891. Most assistants were employed in drapery and grocery but there %

booksellers and stationers, music and piano warehouses, jewellers and watchmakers, furriers,

toys and fancy goods, chemists, ironmongers, china dealers, furnis , wine and spirit stores,

confectioners and sweet shops.?*’ In the later 19th century but ishmongers, poulterers,
pork butchers, butter and cheesemongers and greengro to Ops paying a licence fee to

the market trustees and grocers also sold dairy preduge and processed meat.?*® From 1860 51

unlicensed butcher, convicted nisie ‘times, sold behind drawn blinds. It was said in 1888

confining butchers to market stalls,kept the town cleaner. One butcher imported frozen meat

33 SHC, Pigot Colln, Fore Street by Buckler (1832); A/BMG/5/2; D/B/ta/24/1/9/272, 275, 277, 280,
1/10/312, 317—19, 328, 340; 24/1/11/374; A/ADR, vol. 1 (1875).

B4 e.g. SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/9/272, 275, 277, 280; D/B/ta/24/1/10/312, 317—18, 325, 328, 340, 344,

D/B/ta/24/1/11/374; above, intro.

25 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/9/287; D/B/ta/24/1/10/317.

236 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/22/941.

BT TNA, HO107/972, 1922—3; RG11/2366—8; RG12/1875—7; RG13/2276—8; RG14/14234—45, 14249.

233 Above this section, markets; SHC, D/P/stapg/4/1/6 (1845); A/AGR/1; DD/X/BFD/3; Where to Buy:

Taunton (1890), passim.

239 Kite and Palmer, Taunton: its history and market trust, 63; SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/6, pp. 300—1, 465; 31/7/2.

20 Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), 11, pp. 245, 272—4.



and retail shoe shops, one of which was run by Henry Massingham who pioneered electricity
and provided public toilets and a restaurant at his new store at the bridge by 1890.2*! Qil and
colour men George Spiller and Charles Webber began business in 1890 and became the most
important ironmongery and hardware business in Taunton. It was noted for its 1937 black
granite and glass fascia and George’s penny farthing bicycle but closed in the early 21st

century and became a public house.?*?

1907 shops were required to close between 8 and 9 p.m., except o urdays when they

might remain open until 11 p.m. and Wednesdays when they lose at 2 p.m.>** Fewer

shopkeepers lived on the premises and upper floors we edhas stock and work rooms but
and later.”* In 1911 more than 1,200

1 Chamber of Commerce was formed

1927 63 licences were issued fop‘greengrocery, 56 for grocery, 13 for butchers and six for

fishmongers, although many butchers and others opened in areas outside the market limit

where a licence was not required.”*®
Large res had resident male and female assistants in the care of a

housekeeper. Dr continued to employ many female assistants but other stores like

! SHC, DD/X/HSTH/1—3; TNA, RG9/1617—18; RG 10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG11/2366—S;
12/1875—7; Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), passim; Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890), 235.
242 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/100/2409; PAM 2831.
23 TNA, RG9/1617—18; RG 10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG11/2366—8; RG12/1875—7; Industrial Great
Britain (c. 1890), 237—38; SHC, DD/CH/80/8.
244 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/2 (June 1907).
25 SHC, D/B/ta/13/3/1 passim.
246 TNA, RG13/2276—8; RG14/14234—40, 14243—35, 14247, 14249.
247 Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 95.
28 Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), 111, p. 254; SHC, D/B/ta/3/25/1, pp. 27—9, 38—9, 53,
112—14, 230.



grocers’ became exclusively male employing very young boys.?*” Drapers employed at least
235 people by 1891 and many travelling drapers, often from Scotland, were resident.>>* One
of the leading drapery firms run by the Newberry and Hatcher families was established in
1775.25! Matthew Coleman, draper, created a new store at 12 High Street, formerly
Clitsome’s stables, and sold it in 1799 to London draper Robert Newberry whose daught
and her husband Rice Blake ran the business after 1827. They were joined in 1860

niece’s husband Demas Hatcher. As Blake and Hatcher the store expanded to cc @
High Street and from the 1870s to 1890s they also had a large furniture shop in Hammett

Street. After Mr Blake retired in 1883 the business was run by the hers family and

incorporated as Hatcher and Sons Limited in 1898. Only one member of the family remained

presumably as depositories and in-1908:a rival drapery in Fore Street. They ran a removal

business and built a large depository in 1920 on Kingston Road, now flats.?* In the 1920s the

shop opened for ten s five days a week and also Thursday mornings, had a hairdressing

salon and held parades.?’ The independent department store remained in business
in the 2020s.
apmans, begun in 1864 at 20 North Street by William and Arthur Chapman from

London, jgradually expanded to supply furnishings and furniture, flooring, ladies and

29 TNA, RGY9/1617—18; RG 10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG11/2366—8; RG12/1875—7; SHC, A/DIX/I.

20 TNA, RG12/1875—7; Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1887).

1 Various founding dates are given from 1775.

22 SHC, A/BVO/1—3; DD/AY/75; D/B/ta/24/1/11/354; D/B/ta/24/1/12/403, 424; DD/CH/30; Companies
House, reg. 05594571.

233 SHC, DD/CH/30, 118/5; date on building.

234 SHC, DD/CH/118/5; D/B/ta/24/1/50/802.

235 Hatcher and Sons, Shopping in Taunton (Taunton, 1928), 10—12.



children’s clothing, fabrics and haberdashery. By 1890 the store covered 20—2 and 26 and
later they acquired 23—35 and built over all the back land, a former coalyard and stables They
created a continuous frontage and rebuilt 25 in four storeys with large windows designed by
Charles Samson in the mid 1890s. They acquired a large yard in St James Street c. 1882 and
built several warehouses there from 1896, now a small shopping precinct. Chapmans alsoha
funeral and removal businesses including warehouses for overseas removals in Wo et

in 1914. In the mid 20th century the main store was rebuilt in two sections in pla

style starting with the south end in 1938 when they took over 19 North Street. The rest with

the 1880s back showrooms were replaced in the 1960s in matchin le and a canopy was

O

a réstaurant overlooking the

built to unite the frontage. The clearance of the brewery and the filling in of one

river. In the early 1970s the store became a bran ms, whose corporate finance,
printing and computing departments were until store and offices closed in
2021.2%¢

Other large stores devel in‘north-east Fore Street and East Street. John Pottenger

Sibley took over Tozer’s drapery at 4—6 Eastgate in 1878 expanding into Harmony Row,

Tancred Street and i nd’Co. the business survived until the late 1930s. Like

her west in Fore Street were a branch of Marks and Spencer and

rown both with long through retail floors.?>® The former took the site of the
nty Club and after several moves settled in new premises on the site of the former County

tel opposite. Clements and Brown, who also had a branch in Bridge Street, succeeded

236 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/10/317; 24/1/22/948; 24/1/23/859; 24/1/28/1812; 24/1/102/2622; A/DIF/47;
DD/X/SOM/53; Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890), 239; SHC, D/DC/tau.d M/1289), box 2, album; Orbach
S.&W. Som. 626.

27 Taunton Courier, 24 Aug. 1878: BNA accessed 20 Sep. 2021; SHC, DD/FIV/4/105; DD/IR/T/26/1, p. 1;
Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914—31); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 25; (1937), 25; (1939), 25.

28 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1906); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), 49.



Martin and Towell c. 1900, a business started in the 1860s. They expanded to cover 47—50
Fore Street but in 1965 the store was sold to Colmers, later part of the Owen Owen group,
and closed in 1979.% In 1901 Chapmans and Clements and Brown still had resident staff; a
total of 28 young assistants lived above the two stores cared for by five servants.?®® By the
late 20th century most large stores belonged to national chains and only Hatchers and Marks
and Spencer remained open by the end of 2021.

One of the most prominent grocers was the family firm of Barter and Duder at'§2

North Street, which later took the name County Stores. The business of tea dealers, coffee

roasters, grocers, cheese factors, Italian warehousemen and dealer. ritish wines was

begun c. 1832 by John Christopher Easton. They had one of ’s first telephone

numbers, 11 and opened seven rural branches in the ea Oth, century. The business closed

in 2018.2°! The Devon and Somerset stores on t er of Fore and High Streets in a former

furniture store incorporated the former White ¢l. It ran from c. 1870 for nearly a
century on co-operative principles, sold hous
provided price lists and deliver ices.”%? John Horniman a tea dealer in North Street in the

1830s founded one of the most famous tea businesses.?%> The Taunton Co-operative society

started in 1889 with
issued tokens milk delivery services and assessing dividend entitlement.?®> A
large partof thei s of ¢. £20,000 a year in the 1920s came from bread,. Branches opened
in Gre ay Awvenue, in 1901, East Reach in the 1920s and later in Leycroft, Cheddon and

an Roads, a tailoring department in Hammet Street and a coal business in St James Street

2% PO Dir. Som. (1866); Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883—99); Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1902—3), 185; Kelly’s
Dir. Taunton (1929), 8; SHC, DD/X/ROW/1; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 383.

260 TNA, RG13/2278.

261 Shopping in Taunton at the County Stores (Taunton, 1950s), 5—11; SHC, DD/CH/80/8.

262 Taunton Courier 11 Apr. 1877: BNA accessed 18 Feb. 2020; Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890), 237.
263 SHC, Q/RELI/35/24 (1832); Taunton Courier, 6 Mar. 1833; BNA accessed 24 Aug. 2022.

264 Date on building, now Bank House.

265 S, Minnitt and D. Young, Tickets, Checks and Passes from the County of Somerset (Taunton, 1990), 8,
78—82.



with a wharf by the 1920s. The main shop opened till 7 p.m. on Fridays and 8 p.m. on
Saturdays. The society ran a clothing club and provided annual treats for members’
children.?® In the 1920s it acquired a shop and former photographer’s studio in East Street
for drapery and shoe departments. In 1937 a new two-storey department store opened on the

East Street site and the old store became a warehouse with garage adjoining. By 1970 the

main store covered 25—30 East Street, the former Deller’s café was an electrical stote
there were a baker’s shop and a fuel office in Bridge Street.?®” The main store c % 1999
and was rebuilt internally for Primark but the 1893 store survives as studios and new

branches opened from the 2010s in suburban areas and Station Road2®

In the later 19th century shops spread aw m theytraditional areas. In the 1880s a

town centre shop cost up to £80 to rent.>*’ s opened in Upper High and Bridge

Streets and along Station Road to Kingsto here houses like Rock House were
converted to shops. Pearse’s furniture shop expanded into a large store in the 1910s later

adding a garage with showroom etrol sales on the site of the Rowbarton smithy".>’° By

the 1950s Kingston
post office, hai ublic houses and a garage.?’! Pearse’s was demolished for road
. 198

widenin most shops in Rowbarton have closed.?’? Shops in Cheddon Road were

wi i and a few survive.?’® The large houses in Station Road were gradually

converted to shops by the 20" century. The street’s mix of independent shops and restaurants

266 SHC, DD/CRS.sw/16; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1927).

267 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/34/325—6, 24/1/79/1670; 24/1/95/2126; DD/BSO/1; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929, 1957).
268 SHC, D/R/ta/34/9/3, pp. 5, 78, 418; D/B/ta unlisted, inspections.

29 Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), I, p. 269.

20 SHC, A/DAS/2 (12384—5); D/B/ta/24/1/41/549—50, 24/45, 649, 653, 24/1/99/2274, 24/1/129/6590—1,
24/1/132/7589.

211 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), 75—1.

2I2. SHC, DD/X/SML/6, p- 42.

213 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/69/1362, 24/1/77/1605, 24/1/129/6587.



survived into the 21 century notably Calvert’s furniture store established in 1944, which has
expanded to fill numbers 94—108. In the town centre shops were created during the 19
century in Bath Place, Canon Street, Hammet Street and St James Street and by the 1900s
purpose-built lock-up shops were being built.>’* Residential terraced streets were provided
with a purpose-built corner shop from the mid 19th century selling food, household items
newspapers, tobacco and sometimes alcohol, now closed and or converted to other In
older streets tiny shops were created in front parlours of built on side yards as a 13

King Street, 30 Westgate Street, in Kingston Road and Wood Street, many: short-lived .2’¢ A

large corner shop at Priory Gate in the 1880s was demolished to widen Priory Avenue.?’’

office. Pyrland still its gfocet’s shop in 1957, probably because of nearby housing

development.?’
1964 were 731 retail establishments, including public houses, of which 508
were.i t centre including 12 department stores and 82 food shops. There were only

Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1894, 1899); Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), passim.; SHC, A/DIF/101/15/301;
D/B/ta/24/1/19/797;, 24/1/25/1674; 24/1/27/1762—4, 1790; 24/1/31/205, 224, 235; 24/1/45/649, 653;
24/1/99/2274; DD/CWC.ta/unlisted box 2.

275 SHC, DD/HS/1/2; D/B/ta/24/1/18/711, 740; 24/1/21/888.

276 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/SX/7.

277 SHC, DD/SAS/C2401/69.

278 SHC, A/DAS/2 (123081); D/B/ta/24/1/9/280, 24/1/11/391, 24/1/18/744, 24/1/26/1711, 24/1/28/1832,
24/1/70/1390, 24/1/131/7004; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton. (1902—3), 193.

29 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/159/4; Exeter Flying Post, 15 Jul. 1858; BNA accessed 21 Sep. 2021; Kelly’s Dir.
Som. (1927); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton. (1957), 374.



37 empty premises throughout the borough.?®® More chain stores opened in the later 20th
century, especially supermarkets and fashion stores, but local clothes shop New Look opened
in 1969 went on to become an international business.?8! In the early 1970s 456 town centre
shops covering 580,000 sq. ft had a turnover of £21,658,000. Half of people in a 12-mile

radius did their shopping in Taunton but it attracted people from all over the county and i

a proposed edge of town superstore was told that three supermark d two large stores

recently built in the town centre had increased shopping activit d:that’there would shortly

company and since then a number of large
have been built. Large stores were built on a led river channel north-east of Priory
Bridge Road in 1985, were rebuilt as peemanent buildings when the land stabilised, and a

large complex of stores was created at Hankridge, West Monkton in 1992. Supermarkets,

furniture, carpet and,decorating stores in the town centre have closed including all but two of

those recorde 1283 In 1982 a new covered shopping mall, the Old Market Centre since
renamed Orchar s built behind the south side of Fore Street partly on the old pig market
sit er ones were built called County Walk south of East Street and Crown Walk west

of\High Street both involving the destruction of listed buildings.?®* In 1997 it was said that

%0 SHC, AIBWXI/S, pp. 13, 97; D/B/ta/3/22/9, pp. 246—17.

281 pbc.co.uk/news/business-43486521: accessed 22 March 2018.

282 SHC, C/ENPR/9, 40; D/PC/stapg/7/3, pp. 28, 30, 36—7.

283 SHC, DD/X/MSN/1—6; C/ENPR/15/8—11.

284 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/2/2/8 (19 Dec. 1979); A/EFY/1; DD/X/SML/6, p. 44.



the central area dominated by large chain stores enjoyed enhancement but not streets
occupied by independent retailers.?®

In the late 20th century local convenience stores opened largely for the sale of alcohol
but in the early 21st century supermarket companies opened small stores in residential areas,
some attached to petrol stations and one in a former public house. Financial crises and

@

changing shopping habits caused closures in the early 21st century, especially on the

side of North and Fore Streets but only a few shops were empty for many years
the primary shopping area the largest category were clothing retailers (33); food stores (21),

jewellers (14) and hair salons (12). Many ethnic food stores, main st European and south

1O

Asian, opened in the early 21st century but traditional bakers grocers and butchers

closed. Vacant units accounted for three per cent of th d-m. of retail but the Covid

19 pandemic of 2020—1 severely affected the to economy as shops were closed for most
of the period leading to permanent closures es. By the middle of 2021 there were

14,505 sq. m. of vacant space in large.town shops alone of which the former

Debenhams store accounted for m.?%® New stores opened in the town centre in 2022

but department stores and clothes‘shops have been lost permanently.

Post Offices
post horses between London and Taunton cost 14s. a day.?®” In 1666 a

om Taunton to Minehead twice a week and a letter service to Bridgwater

5.28% The woman who ran the Taunton post office was accused of overcharging
en in 1667 she charged 3d. for a London letter sent on to Minehead.?® By the 1690s there

was a frequent and reliable service for letters from London and intermediate towns enabling

285 SHC, A/EPF/201.

286 VCH office, Taunton, Taunton Town Centre Retail Survey 2018, 99—101.
287 Cal. Pat. 1645—17, 507.

288 Cal. SP Dom. 1665—6, 445, 546; 1666—7, 40

29 Cal. SP Dom. 1667, 149, 279.



regular correspondence.?®® In 1700 there was a twice weekly postal service to Exeter and

Chester,”! in 1749 the London service operated six days a week and letters took two days ,
postal services to Bristol and Wellington ran four days a week and to Exeter and Minehead
on three days.?? Post for rural areas was reportedly left at a public house in Silver Street.?”?

In the early 19th a woman ran a post office in North Street opposite the Castle Hotel

and daily mail services went to London in the morning and to Exeter in the afternoor
1824 the service earned £4,000 a year.?®> Letters from west Somerset to Taunto; d.in
1823 but a penny post to parishes east of Taunton was introduced by 1829. In 1827 the mail

cart to Minehead was replaced by a mail coach, by 1830 there wer il services to and from

Bath, Bristol, Barnstaple, Minehead and Bridport and by 183 outh.?® A postmistress

moved the post office to 1 Hammet Street c¢. 1839 and lished"a night mail service to
London by rail by 1842. She employed two fem istants-and by 1851 also two clerks and
six carriers and messengers.?’’ Her male su oyed no women and the office was
moved to 9 Hammet Street to whose Churc re frontage a large single-storey extension

was added providing money or nd savings bank services from 1864 and from 1870 a

telegraph service.?”® The first telegraph reputedly gave its name to a public house in Bridge

Street by 1859 but t aph'Services were provided by the Bristol and Exeter Railway at the

station and in eir electrical engineer at Taunton built telegraph systems for south

0 SHC, DD/X/WHI/1a—f.
Lond. Gaz. 6 Sep. 1700 cited in A. Humphries, Som Parishes, 672.

22 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/170.
23 Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 32.
Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 589.
295 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7 (1824).
26 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—23); Pigot Dir. (1830); SHC, DD/WY/7/2/16; PAM 1003, p. 15.
27 Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Pigot Dir. (1842); TNA, HO107/972, 1922—3.
2% SHC, T/PH/rea/3/14; TNA RG9/1617—18; RG10/2370—2, 2374—35; E. Jeboult, A Popular History of
West Somerset (1893), 190; Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 41; Morris and Co. Dir. Som. (1872); above,
market.



Wales railway companies. The Electric and International Telegraph Company was based in
the fishmarket building in the 1860s.2%

The first pillar letter boxes had been set up on 23 May 1856 but in the 1870s were
replaced by wall boxes, one of which survived until 1990 on Staplegrove Road. By 1883
there were four town deliveries every day and one on Sunday and the same number of v S
collections from letter boxes. By 1895 post was collected from offices and most onn

times a day and once on Sundays. Edwardian and later wall and pillar boxes, in

double boxes, survive in the town centre and in residential areas.**® Shoreditch post office

opened before 1858 was replaced in the 1930s by a sub post office.0n,the corner of

Mountfields Road, which remained open in the early 21st ce Sub post offices were
established at Rowbarton in 1876, North Town in 188
1881, half kept by women, and by 1891 the post ice employed at least 65 people mostly
collecting, sorting and delivering and a furt ing two women, operated the
telegraph service.’*> By 1894 a Taunten bra the Postmen’s Federation, later Union of
Post Office Workers, was established with its own monthly magazine by 1923.3% In 1901 c.

120 Taunton residents wete employed by the post office including 33 postmen but by 1911

that had risen to 1624ncludifig 66 postmen.’* In 1911 a large new post office designed by

John Rutherfo ed in North Street. Letters were dispatched 14 times on weekdays

and twiceon Ch as Day and parcels 11 times a day. There were five town deliveries

daily. and/One‘on Sundays.*

SHC, D/B/ta/2/1/3, p. 9; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1861, 1866); Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 23;
RAIL382/75, 679/72.
300 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883); Taunton of Today (1896), 23; R. Berry, Taunton Post Boxes (Industrial Heritage
of Taunton Deane no. 4).
30U Exeter Flying Post, 15 Jul. 1858; BNA accessed 21 Sep. 2021; TNA, RG9/1617; SHC,
D/B/ta/24/1/98/2219; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1923).
32 www.ukpostofficesbycounty: accessed 21 July 2017; TNA, RG12/1875, 1877.
303 SHC, A/AVV/1—3.
304 TNA, RG13/2276—38; RG14/14234—45, 14249.
305 J. Orbach, S.& W. Som. 626; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914).



In the 1930s post offices opened in Cheddon Road, Hamilton Road, Mountfields
Road, Roman Road, Station Road and Holway Road. Priorswood opened c. 1958. In the late
1940s 24,000 letters a day were posted in Taunton rising to 100,000 at Christmas when 114
extra staff were employed and post was sorted at the market.’*® Offices closed in the 1980s
and 2000s leaving only four town sub post-offices although some outer suburbs, former
villages, retain theirs. In 2007 the head post office closed and services were provide ops
and part of a garage.’”’ Rutherford’s stone and brick three-storey building with @
stone quoins and keystones and a large clock was converted into a shop and later a restaurant.
A parcel post depot built at the railway station before 1888 was e ed in the 20th century

as a sorting office. It was demolished in 1991 and replaced by orting office west of

the station in Chip Lane.>*

In the 1890s a telephone exchange was e

blished inrHammet Street and up to 30
stores and factories installed a telephone rising .Q 00 by 1914. In 1919 wires were laid

under or over streets.>”” In 1935 a large exchange was built behind the post office in North
Street on the old Half Moon Co &1938—41 Telephone House, a neo-Georgian block
probably designed by Reg‘ ald lett of Stone and partners, was built on the sites of 12—

16 The Crescent. It enlafged’c. 1954 and later closed in the late 20" century and was

converted to fl 78 a fully automated exchange opened in Wood Street and was
extended.in the 312 The North Street exchange, after use as a telephone museum from
c. Awas also converted into flats.>'* A neo-Georgian red brick ancillary exchange was

306 www.ukpostofficesbycounty: accessed 21 July 2017; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), A9; SHC,
D/B/ta/3/25/2, p. 2; A/DIF/114/12; A/EOB/1 (Dec. 1947).

307 www.ukpostofficesbycounty: accessed 21 July 2017; Bishops Hull and Norton Fitzwarren, econ. hist.
308 SHC, A/BVU/2.

309

310 SHC, DD/HCK/6/2/20.

311 SHC, A/AFU/14/53; D/B/ta/24/1/123/5732, 24/1/15400; Orbach, S.& W. Som. 624.

312 SHC, D/P/stapg/7/3, p. 77.

313 SDNQ, XXVIII, 224.




built in Hamilton Road in 1935, replacing a 1920s telephone repeating station, but was a

church and community centre by the 21st century.’!*

Banks and financial services

Until the later 18th century credit depended on professional moneylenders, merchants

goldsmiths and private individuals, Traders lent small sums on bond or pawned g

although the church tried to limit interest rates 10 per cent or more was oft

1600s merchant James Reynolds lent money throughout west Somerset,>! or

depended on pawning until the 20 century. There were two paw in High Street in

the early 19th century and ten were resident in 1891.31¢ In e were two pawnbrokers’

Bishops Hull and the site of the King’s A
entered a partnership with Matthew/Brickdale and others.*'® It was known as the Taunton

Bank until Matthew and Joh ickdale changed the name c. 1814 to the Taunton Old Bank,

presumably to avoid confu 16 it suspended payments after some of its notes were
refused and collap ut its affairs were not settled until the 1850s.'” In 1789—90
the firm of % effries, Woodforde and Buncombe was established, later Kinglake and

Company’siSomerset Bank, drawing on Esdaile and Company of London. It operated in Fore

reet untilitaken over by Stuckey’s Somersetshire bank in 1838.%2° Thomas Young ran the

Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 9; Orbach, S. & W. Som. 633; below, rel. hist., nonconf.
315° TNA, C6/27/1/51; SHC, D/D/Ca 184; DD/TOR/154.
316 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 9; SHC,
D/P/tau.m/23/14; Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); TNA, RG12/1875—17.
317 Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1902—23), 182; TNA, RG14/14234—45, 14249.
318 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/12; DD/SAS/C795/TN/19.
319 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/155/4; DD/DP/6/12—13,7/2, 5, 7; DD/WY/10/27; DD/SF/17/5/3; Bishops
Hull, econ. hist.
320 Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 586—T7; Pigot Dir. (1830); T. E. Gregory, The Westminster Bank
Through a Century (Oxford, 1936), 11, 92; SHC, DD/AY/33B; DD/SAS/C795/TN/19; DD/DP/91/8.



Milverton and Taunton Bank between 1805 and 1817.32! The Taunton Bank founded by the
Badcock family in 1800 issued banknotes and had premises in Fore Street by 1830. It merged
with Stuckey’s in 1873 with the Badcocks becoming managers of the latter.>?

Stuckey’s Banking Company opened as Stuckey and Woodland in 1812 and was

trading in Fore Street by 1830. They took over Kinglake and Company in 1838 and move

into their Fore Street premises.*>* C.E. Giles was designed a new building in 1857 an@
taking over Badcocks bank in 1873, a large banking hall lit by overhead glass 14 @
added. Additional strong rooms were built in 1900 against Corporation Street but after
acquiring and demolishing Lipton’s a large extension was built in by George Oatley

with a new corner entrance.*** It became Stuckey’s head officé ad’become a limited

2000s became a large shop and later two caf
By 1839 the West of England South Wales District Bank had opened in 3

Hammet Street but built a new bank in 1865—6 at 40—1 Fore Street in palazzo-style.>?” The

banking hall was designed to{impress with high walls partly wainscoted and partly stencilled

in a striking p a carved ceiling.’?® The bank failed 7 December 1878 and the

building became omerset County Club.3?’

321 , DD/SAS/C795/TN/155/4.
2 SHC, A/EMQ/2/1; Pigot Dir. (1830); Gregory, The Westminster Bank, 11, 93; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889).
Gregory, The Westminster Bank, 11, 90, 92; Pigot Dir. (1830); SHC, DD/SAS/C795/SX/7.
324 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/9/269, 24/1/26/1730, 24/1/27/1754; A/ICAE/1/60; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889—99);
Orbach, S. & W. Som. 623.
35 Gregory, The Westminster Bank, 11, 91—2; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914); SHC; A/BCC/2/1/2—4;
D/R/ta/34/9/3, p. 13; A/IBMG/5/1 (1938—9).
326 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/54/919.
321 Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 41; PO Dir. Som. (1866); SHC,
DD/SAS/2016/51; T/PH/rea/3/119
328 SHC, T/PH/rea/3/120.
329 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/SX/7; DD/BR/mks/1.



The Wiltshire and Dorset Bank bought 4 Fore Street in 1864, converted it and built a
new facade. In 1873 the bank moved into the former Taunton Bank, letting their old premises
to the Inland Revenue.**° The ground floor was remodelled after the company sold the
building to James Drayton, jeweller in 1892.3! Meanwhile the bank moved to North Street
but c. 1890 took over and rebuilt a former draper’s store at 7 Fore St.**? In 1915 the bank wa
taken over by Lloyds, which ran the branch until the late 1950s.%% It later passed to ys,
who held it until the late 20th century, and the Royal Bank of Scotland who clos %
2020.33

Fox, Fowler and Company took over 32 Fore Street and 1 met Street c¢. 1880

when they put a new frontage at ground level but c. 1890 the estand south stone

facades three storeys high adding an attic floor.** In 1 héy amdlgamated with Lloyds

who moved to 31 and the District Bank occupied 36 Lloyds also acquired 30 and 32 Fore

Street and 2—3 Hammet Street in 1959 and.d

of an adjoining W.H. Smith store. The.plain I!!

7

all the buildings, causing the collapse
building has ground floor shops. The bank
remained in business in the 202

By 1888 the Devon and wall Bank rebuilt 54—5 North Street with a new Ham

Hill frontage and a s In 1906 it was taken over by Lloyds who rebuilt it in 1910

but had closed i 2.33% The National Provincial Bank, later National Westminster,

of 21 Fore Stree ed c. 1912 to 50—1 North Street built to designs of the bank’s architect

30 SHC, DD/X/CMG/1; Orbach, S. & W. Som. 624; Morris & Co, Dir. Som. (182) SHC,
/SAS/C795/SX/7.

31 Orbach, S. & W. Som. 624; SHC, T/PH/rea/3/118; DD/X/CMG/1; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883).
32 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883—1914).

333 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/48/750; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), p, 48

34 SHC, D/R/ta/34/9/3, p. 9; A/BMG/5/1 (1938—9); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), p, 370.
35 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/SX/7; DD/CMY/404; D/DC/tau.d (M/1289), box 1; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883—1914).
36 SHC, A/ BMG/5/1 (1959).
337 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889, 1914); Orbach, S.& W. Som. 623; SHC, A/DIF/79/1.
338 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/22/944; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889).
kSl Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914); SHC, D/B/ta/241/42/555; D/R/ta/34/9/3, p. 13.



Charles Brodie.*** In 1972 the bank also ran the former Stuckey’s, 32 North Street and 67

Station Road and rebuilt its main branch destroying 48—51 North Street, despite an

undertaking to preserve the facade of listed 48. In the early 21st century the business, then

called NatWest, moved into a large store across the road as its sole Taunton branch.**! In

1914 the London, City and Midland Bank built a branch on the site of the Nag’s Head in v S
North Street but in the 1970s moved across the street into 14—16 where it remaineQ
business as the HSBC Bank in the 2020s. Between 1970 and 1983 it had a bran@st
Reach.?*? Barclays had opened at 46 North Street by 1921 and before 1938 expanded into 45,
and later had branches in Fore Street and Station Road since closed!Ehe bank remained in

business in North Street the 2020s.3*? In ¢. 1916 Prudential Ing > took over 21 Fore

Street from National Provincial and rebuilt it with an open oc 41 turret on the roof.>** By

1938 it was occupied by Martin’s bank but close beingtaken over by Barclays in
1969.3%
In 1817 the West Somerset Sayings as established in North Street to serve the

poor and friendly societies. It had-19 trustees, 43 managers and two treasurers but was

operated by an actuary with two assistants in 1847.34° Unlike other banks they opened on

47

Saturday evenings.’ Richard Carver altered the three-storey 1829 building of John

Wilcocks by Vi or the bank. It was stuccoed, the ground floor incised to imitate

ashlar, and the ree-bay front with central doorway and triangular pediment faced west.
After thednstallation of Vivary Park gates obscured the entrance a public door was inserted in

34 ’s Dir. Som. (1914); Orbach, S.& W. Som. 626, SHC, A/CAE/1/14; D/B/ta/42/585; D/R/ta/34/9/3, p.

Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 370; SHC, DD/BSO/1; D/B/ta/3/37/3 (Mar. 1974); 24/1/15271;
DD/HWN/11.
32 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/3 (1912); D/R/ta/34/9/3, p. 13; D/B/ta/24/1/47/715, 24/1/211/11963; A/IBMG/5/1
(1938—9); DD/BSO/1; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 370; Som. Business Dir. (1983), 7.
33 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/52/858; DD/HCK/6/2/20A/BMG/5/1 (1938—9); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 370.
34 SHC, A/DIF/101/3/55; DD/TBL/59 (14 Oct. 1916).
35 SHC, A/BMG/5/1 (1938—9); A/DIF/114/12, 116/218; D//DC/tau.d (M/3252), box 1; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton
(1972—3), 370.
36 SHC, Q/RSb/8
37 Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 41.



the east bay of the street frontage, which had a large clock in the rounded pediment.>*® By
1904 there were 9,343 depositors limited to £50 a year. Home savings boxes were distributed,
846 by 1915, allowing people to save small sums at home.**® The bank amalgamated with the
Wells saving bank in 1909 and later with that of Warminster to became the Somerset and
Wiltshire Savings Bank with a branch in Kingston Road, Rowbarton by 1931.3° The Trustee
Savings Bank group took on the business and c¢. 1970—383 also had branches in St oad
and on the corner of Corporation Street, since closed.>>! The 1831 bank closed @
turned into flats in the 1980s but retained its clock.

The 1929 livestock market generated business for bank br s in Station Road,

offices in the market.

The closure of banks on Saturdays led to the loss of th er' and the Station Road

banks also closed later.>>? In 1938 Barclays, Llo artinsy Midland, National Provisional,

Westminster and Somerset and Wiltshire S had a total of 13 branches.>>?

Mergers and closures reduced the number a several building societies became banks

in the late 20" century. In the 2 most major banks maintained a branch in the town centre

k 354

and another was based at Blackbreok business par

The Second ton'Benefit Building Society in 1847—~8 implies the existence of an
earlier one.> and Bridgwater Building Society, the Taunton and West of
England Buildin iety, the Western Counties Permanent Benefit Building Society and the

iscount and Deposit Company were in existence by 1864, mostly managed

8 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/2/8; A/DAS/2 (12356); T/PH/cwc.ta/1; Orbach, S. and W. Som. 624; SHC,
AS/2 (12356).
39 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1906); SHC, DD/TBL/71.
330 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889); TNA, NDO20/18, 76; Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 363; SHC,
A/BMG/5/1 (c. 1938—9).
31 SHC, DD/BSO/1; A/DBL/128/1; A/DIG/1.
352 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 82—3; Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 63; SHC, D/DC/tau.d
(M/1289, box 1); A/BMG/5/1 (c. 1938—9).
353 SHC, A/ BMG/5/1 (c. 1938—9).
3% SHC, D/PC/stapg/7/3, p. 33.
355 Devon HC, 5982/B/L/7—O.



by the same actuary from an office in Hammet Street.>>® The Taunton and West of England

Perpetual Benefit Building Society began in 1857 and the Equitable Benefit Building Society

in 1867 both still in existence in the 1890s.>>” The latter survived until 1914 or later despite

an absconding manager in 1899.%® During the 20th century local societies were taken over by

national ones and by the 1970s 11 building societies, none local, had branches in the town.

Several of the major societies or their successor banks had branches in the2020s.

century when the number of accountants rose from six in 1841 to c. 20 by 189
were 41 practices in 197
from 1871.3%? Financial services probably employed some of
whose numbers rose from 11 in 1851 to 96 by 1891, w e
recorded.’®® By 1839 there were agents for 22 in
60. Most worked part-time but by 1891 it w,

20th century insurance brokers and ¢

specialise in livestock with three

359

Financial and estate services were often provided by lawyers until the

1.3 There

2.361 Commission agents were recorded by/1861 and stockbrokers

y commercial clerks

bookkeepers were also

grance companies but by 1861 there were
ccupation of 34 men.*®* In the early

pani offices and there were nine by 1978.36

Auctioneers originally s ck of bankrupt farmers and some firms continued to
ving offices in the livestock market until its closure.>°

1822 rising to seven by 1859 including Maynards established

ammet Street.*®” One of the oldest surviving estate agencies is

360
361
362

Goo n’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 42—3.
, DD/TBL/42/9/3 (Taunton Mail 1 Jan. 1896, pp. 1, 4).
SHC, DD/TBL/42/9/6 (Taunton Mail 21 June 1899, p. 5); Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914).
SHC, D/PC/stapg/7/3, p. 33 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton. (1972—3), 375.
TNA HO107/972, 1922—3; RG9/1617—18; RG 10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG11/2366—8; RG12/1875—7.
Kelly’s Dir. Taunton. (1972—3), 366—7.
TNA RG9/1617—18; RG 10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG11/2366—8; SHC, DD/TBL/42/9/3 (Taunton Mail 1

Jan. 1896, p. 1).
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TNA, HO107/1922—3; RG12/1875—7.

Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); PO Dir. Som. (1861); TNA, RG12/1875—7.
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SHC, D/WB/t/11/1, pp. 36—7; PAM 2563, p. 30.
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that founded by Richard Greenslade in 1843.3°® Watermans, established in 1850, were still in
business in East Street in 1929.3%° There were five house and letting agents in business by

1859, ten firms of auctioneers and estate agents by 1938, 15 by 1972 and c. 24 by 2020.37°

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

In 1466 a married man was allowed to work as a notary public and was still at w,

1477.3" In 1690 scrivener John Morse died with writing materials, blank bén ds
and had earned enough to lend money and buy plate.’> With increase@ liter el2
scriveners and writers in business in 1841 were probably law waiters andiby 1871 shorthand

writers presumably worked in the courts.?”?

Only three lawyers were recorded on the 1774 electoral list, presumably most lived
outside the borough, but several took apprentice % e mid 18th century including

attorney John Southey who trained Willi ke from 1785.37* Lawyers served town

offices and as trustees of the mar arities and chapels. A close-knit group they were

reluctant to give evidence agai olicitor prosecuted for perjury in 1820.%”> Some like
William Kinglake were als s although he sublet his law practice with its offices and
clerks in 1815 to a rney.>’® In 1858 William’s son planned to extend Laburnum

Cottage in Ca et'to provide at least three offices and two waiting rooms.*”” Fourteen

lawyers were on the 1820 poll but 26 were recorded in 1839.%7® Barristers, solicitors and their

36 , PAM 2563, p. 30; Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852).
°  Devon and Somerset Stores, Views of Taunton (Taunton, c. 1903), unpag.; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914);
lly’s Dir. Taunton. (1929), 30.
370" Harrison, Harrad & Co., Dir. Som. (1859); SHC, A/BMG/5/1; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton. (1972—3), 387—S3.
3V Cal. Papal Letters XII, p. 525; Cat. Ancient Deeds, 11, C1786.
312 TNA, C6/27/1/51; Siraut, Som. Wills, 164.
313 TNA, HO 107/972; RG 10/2370—2, 2374—S5.
374 SHC, DD/HC/6/1/1; TNA, IR1/24, p. 213; IR1/52, p. 109; IR1/63, p. 160; IR1/67, p. 114; IR1/71, p. 41.
35 SHC, A/ADGC/3.
376 SHC, DD/AY/33A—B.
377 SHC, DD/RI/C1660/25.
378 SHC, D/P/tau.m/23/29; Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839).



clerks rose in numbers from 36 in 1841 to 52 in 1891 but law clerks predominated in Taunton
as their employers usually lived out of town and not at their offices.?”® Increasingly solicitors
worked in partnerships and by the later 20" century in large practices sharing offices and

staff. There were 31 solicitors’ practices in 1972 many in Hammet Street where they had

been since the 19th century. Several remained there in the 2020s although others moved tg S
to

Blackbrook for ease of parking.*®® Many early 21st-century firms could trace their ﬂ‘

family practices like Porter Dodson and Foot Anstey of Blackbrook Avenue suc

€

g

early 19™-century Beadons of Church Square and Pinchards of The Mount respective
Barristers’ chambers were established in Melville House, Middle t ¢. 1978.%%% In the
2020s there were four sets of chambers, three in the town cen %o ne-at Blackbrook
Avenue.

One of the earliest recorded Taunton archi was George Hare in 1786 but it is
possible that Benjamin Hammet designed a f the properties he built.3* Resident
19™_century architects included Richard Ca 782—1862), his short-term partner and
son-in-law Charles Edmund Gi hatles Samson and John Houghton Spencer.*** Richard

Carver was trained by Jeffry Wyatt, took several apprentices between 1840 and 1856

including Giles and 1 builder’s son Edward Shewbrooks (1842—1910), designed Holy

Trinity church public buildings and was county surveyor.**> Charles Edmund

Giles (1822—8 il of Carver and Henry Shaw, designed 21 Somerset churches, Kings

n and the Huish almshouses.**® Charles Samson (1837—1925) designed the

former St James’ vicarage near his own house The Laurels, Staplegrove Road and the first

TNA, HO 107/972; RG 12/1875, 1877.
30 SHC, DD/CH/128/2; Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Morris & Co. Dir. Som. (1872); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton
(1972—3), 421—2.
8L Pigot, London and Prov. Dir. (1822—3); PO Dir. Som. (1861); SHC, DD/AY cat; DD/DP cat.
32 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/2/2/5 (23 Aug. 1977).
3 SHC, DD/SP/178 (1800).
34 TNA, HO 107/972, 1922—3; RG 9/1618; RG 10/2374; RG 11/2366—38; Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1887).
385 SHC, DD/DP/52/2; below, rel. hist.; VCH Office, Taunton, R. Lillford, ‘A Biographical Dictionary of
Somerset Architects and Surveyors’ (2022), 103—11.
386 Below, soc. hist.; Lillford, ‘Som. Architects and Surveyors’, 218—24.



Viney Street collar factory and was followed by his son Harold (1873—1956).%” John

Houghton Spencer (1844—1914) built St Andrew’s church and schools, St James’

almshouses, the Nursing Institute and several churches in Somerset and Devon.*®® The

Weston-super-Mare architect Hans Price had an office in Taunton in 1864.%° In the 1880s

Edwin Howard (d. 1920) of Middle Street designed houses at French Weir and Kilkenny and

the eastern shops on The Bridge.**° From the 1890s Frederick Roberts designed mi ass

terraces in Wilton and the Eastleigh Road.*! Henry S.W. Stone, started work i 0aft

studying with Roberts and then in London and Birmingham. He created arts and crafts houses

including 72 Trull Road and in the 1930s with Eric Francis built t ternational moderne-

style houses at Highlands, Wilton and the former electricity sk
Bow. Stone and Partners was the oldest architectural practice '
Francis worked with builders Stansells and desi
almshouses.>** There were eight practices f

c. 20 in 2022, but firms like Steel, Colman a

building at Castle
Atinton in the 2020s.%°?

t Terésa’s church and Leycroft

1972, including Michael Torrens, and

vis founded in 1953 and Smith Gamblin

founded by Richard Shirley-Smith havéymoved out of Taunton.***

Western Railway le

1880s.3% Per

Bill posters were recordedfrom 1861 and signwriters from 1881.3*° The Great

s to a Taunton signwriter and rented advertising space in the

ings increased and by the 1920s, when the Taunton Bill Posting

Companywas b n Priory Avenue, they were subject to rates.*” Commercial

ph

38

390
391

erspwere at work by 1859 when there were four in Bath Place, rising to nine in

illford, ‘Som. Architects and Surveyors’, 465—72; above, intro.

elow, soc. hist., almshouses; rel. hist.; Lillford, ‘Som. Architects and Surveyors’, 501—3.
Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 75.
VCH Office, Taunton, Lillford, ‘Som. Architects and Surveyors’, 284—6; D/DC/tau.d/25/12 (1884, 1921).
SHC, A/AUS uncat.; D/RC/ta.g/2/5/1 (1933); D/U/m/22/1/129, 131, 133, 192, 260, 287—S8; Lillford,

‘Som. Architects and Surveyors’, 454—7.

392
393
394
395
396
397

Wilton, intro.; Lillford, ‘Som. Architects and Surveyors’, 4, 517—19.

Below, soc. hist, almshouses; rel. hist.

Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (19570, 335, (1972—3), 368.

Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 77, TNA, RG 9/1617; RG 10/2370—2; RG 11/2368.
Wilts and Swindon HC, 2515/210, box 40/6, 15, box 50/12.

SHC, D/R/ta/34/9/3, p. 471; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 68.



1864 and 14 in 1891. It was often a family business pursued by men and women, notably
members of the Blizzard and Chaffin families.**® Henry Montague Cooper had large premises
in East Street from 1889 and in partnership with local newsagents created postcards of
working class streets with their occupants and disasters, often available within a day, in the
early 20th century.** In 1957 there were three commercial photographic studios and thre

firms of signwriters.*”® The 21st century saw a growth in computer and digital servieés

there were still ¢. 20 photographic businesses in the 2020s. An unusual service
often specialising in birds and several taxidermists were at work between 1841 and 1902.4°!

In 1682 a woman left 10s. to each of the women who preparéd her for burial.*> An

18th-century draper in Fore Street advertised a new mournin and‘hearse and at least

two other drapers were undertakers in the 1760s.* Se tailors*and drapers ‘furnished’

prepared to travel anywhere with his

use opening onto Church Square in

1831 was undertaker to Huish’s almshouses.* the late 19th century two drapers had glass

hearses but specialist undertake so in business, five in 1872 and ¢. 14 in 1887.403
The carriage building Smi of Haydon Road were undertakers by 1929 and remained
in business in the 19 were at least six firms by 1972 most still in business in the

2020s, one wi awn glass hearse.*"’

istry s for domestic servants were established by 1841, three were in

and six in 1887. Harriet Woolaway’s registry in Magdalene Street, later

3 son, Harrad & Co. Dir. Som. (1859); Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 95; Morris & Co. Dir. Som.
872); TNA, RG 12/1875, 1877; Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 44.
Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889—1814) N. Chipchase, Taunton Remembered passim.
400 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957).
4Ol Taunton Courier 13 Jan. 1841: BNA accessed 16 Aug. 2022; Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 77,
(1902—3), 176, 182; SHC, A/EJF/2/1 (1887).
402 SHC, DD/SP/423.
403 PSANHS CXXXII (1988), 113; SHC, DD/HC/13/1—2.
404 e.g. SHC, DD/CH/87/1 (London Cloth Hall, Taunton, 1828; Clulow 1831); DD/TBL/64/5; DD/DP/58/8.
405 Morris & Co. Dir. Som. (1872); Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1887); Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 24.
406 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 46; (1957), 64.
47 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 392; Living, Oct. 2021, 58.



Staplegrove Road, was open from 1864 to 1899 or later.**® Another was in Billet Street in the
1920s.4” By the early 20" century drapery stores and specialist firms provided removals and
travel arrangements, notably Pickfords who arranged passage abroad.*'® There were two
travel agents in the town in 1957, five by 1978 and despite the rise in home based internet

booking four remained in business in the 2020s.*!!

Hairdressers
A barber was recorded in 1401.*'2 Two were accused of working on Sundays in 1606 and

another kept an alehouse in 1621.4!* In 1666 a barber’s shop was eqllipped with three

barber’s chairs, razors, scissors, bottles of oil and a tobacco p 1 in 1679 another had 10

washbasins, 20 washballs, aprons and napkins for cust d'powder boxes.*'* Until the

mid 18th century barbers often sold beer and so de wigs.*!> A girl was apprenticed to
wigmaking in the 1740s.*1® Wealthy peruk rt Bluett held the Lamb coffee house
and established one son as a grocer and ano as ordained.*'” In 1774 eight peruke makers

804.4'% A wigmaker recorded in 1851 was

408

. (1883—1814).
ir. Taunton (1929), 6.
’s Dir. Som. (1914); N. Chipchase, Taunton Revisited (Stroud, 1998), 26.

' Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1957); SHC, D/PC/stapg/7/3, p.33.

TNA, CP40/561, image 392: at waalt.uh.edu/index.php/CP40 accessed May 2021

413 SHC, D/D/Ca/151; Q/RLa/1.
414 SHC, DD/SP/1666/72, 1679/25.
415 SHC, DD/SP/60 (1696), 1695/37, 1731/26, 1737/42.
416 SHC, D/P/tau.m/13/6/1.
47 TNA, PROB 11/366/397; IR1/41, p. 325; IR1/41, p. 325; IR1/45 (1718); IR1/46, p. 137; IR1/49, p. 216;
IR1/63, p. 178; SHC, D/P/tau.m/2/1/2; Q/SR/315/313; D/B/ta/31/5/1; DD/X/HKR/2; A/APS/8/5.
418 SHC, DD/HC/6/1/1; D/P/tau.m/13/10/4.
49 TNA, HO107/1923.
40 London Metropolitan Archives, MS 11936/387/603965; TNA, IR1/71, p. 133.



in 1820 by which date the latter term appears to have been preferred.**! Hairdressing was an
exclusively male occupation for most of the 19th century with a single female hairdresser
recorded in 1841 and 26 men.*?? A hairdresser was appointed keeper of the court house in
1844 and later of Shire Hall.*** Changes in fashion may account for fluctuating numbers but
13 businesses were recorded in 1887 with at least one having baths for customers in 1900,***
In 1911 of 28 hairdressers and barbers only two were female and even in 1957 mos 20
ladies’ hairdressers recorded were male and all the 18 men’s hairdressers.**> By 1948 the
was a Taunton federation of master hairdressers and in 1972 there were 46 businesses.**® In

the early 21st century there were at least two hairdressing training emies in Taunton and

58 hair salons in shopping streets which primarily employed although the traditional

male barber enjoyed a revival. Large numbers of beauty.and tattoo"parlours opened in the

2010s but some were short-lived.**’

Laundry

Agnes le Lavender was recorde 428 The Vicerys were clear starchers who took a girl
apprentice in 1792.4° An -century drawing shows a laundress by the river at

Obridge.*** In 1841 resses were recorded and for the rest of the century there were

resident laundre ainly family members, between 1871 and 1894 when the couple who

I SHC, D/P/tau.m/23/29.
TNA, HO107/972;

423 SHC, A/DGU/1.
44 TNA, RG9/1617—18; RG10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG12/1875—7; Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1887),
(1900), 160.
5 TNA, RG14/14234—45, 14249; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957).
46 SHC, A/EOB/1 (Jan. 1948); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 394—4, 400—1.
47 VCH office, Taunton, Taunton Town Centre Retail Survey 2018, 37—99.
428 SHC, A/BFA/4.
429 TNA, IR1/35, p- 107.
430 SHC, A/DIF/44



ran it died.**! Shirt and collar factories had their own laundries as did hotels like the London,
whose laundry was burnt down in 1830, and commercial laundries were attached to public
houses like the Royal Marine in 1895and the Prince Albert, which had a large drying room in

1939.%32 A “laundry factory’ was recorded in the 1890s and The Somerset Sanitary Steam

433 t

Laundry was built in Gladstone Street, Rowbarton c¢. 1899 and extended several times.

and delivered laundry within two miles c. 1928 and invited ladies to inspe¢t the premises.**
In 1964 it took over a steam-powered dyeing and cleaning business’in, High Street but the
business was given up in the 1970s and the laundries were de d.43 The Taunton Priory
Steam Laundry. at the former Gloucester Street missio 1s'from*1923, built an engine with

ebuilt after 1926. By 1957 it had become
ore 1972 and after use as

warehousing it was demolished.**® By.195 st self-service launderette had opened.**

a 40 ft chimney.*’ It expanded eastward and wa.

the South Western Co-operative Laundry b

HOSPITALITY SERVICES [P IC HOUSES AND HOTELS]

Five men in the bor sold wine in breach of the assize in 1242—3.%* William le Taverner

was recorded i and a vintner in 1425 was also a merchant, brewer and hosteler.**!

/1922—3; RG9/1617—18; RG10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG12/1875—7; West Somerset Free
Press. 17 894: BNA accessed 18 Feb 2019.
M 2160: R. Bush, The Story of the County Hotel, 18; Wilts and Swindon HC, 1075/001/396SHC,

33 TNA, RG 12/1877; SHC, DD/TBL/42/9/3 (Taunton Mail 25 March, 24 June 1896, p. 4); Kelly’s Dir. Som.
97—1914); SHC, A/JEMA/2; D/B/ta/24/1/36/341, 24/1/38/438, 24/1/47/720; 24/1/48/749.

B4 TNA, RG13/2276—8; RG14/14234—40, 14243—5, 14247, 14249.

85 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/24/1641; 24/1/66/1256; A/BMG 5/1.

46 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/15 (167); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 401.

7 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/18 (1389); D/B/ta/24/1/53/907, 24/1/54/930; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1923); Goodman’s

Dir. Taunton (1928), 138; below, rel. hist. nonconf.

4% SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/18 (1389, 1598); D/B/ta/13/3/1, p. 386; D/DC/tau.d/2/2/4 (17 Dec. 1975); Kelly’s

Dir. Taunton (1972—3), 401.

439 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957).

40 Chadwyck-Healey, Som. Pleas c. 1200—I1256, p. 296.



The Corner inn in Fore Street was recorded in 1427—S8, rent was paid for a ‘wine post’ in
Fore Street in 1508—9 and taverners outside the borough were fined for using unsealed
measures in 1517—18.%? The 25 vintners recorded in 1570 may have been wholesalers or
than retailers but licensed vintners included women.*** In 1550 an innkeeper imported a tun
of wine, Thomas Pope shipped 37 tuns of sack through Bridgwater c¢. 1541 and his son so

wine before 1597.4** Vintner Richard Carpenter bought c. 7,000 gallons of sack, Ma

canary wine from Exeter and Lyme merchants between 1617 and 1621 presumab
taverns like that stocked with sack, canary and gascon wines in 1626.**° Taunton traders
shipped sack, malmsey, canary and madeira through Bridgwater. an shipped 108 tun of
wine in 1627—8 and in 1633 three tun and three hogsheads of h wine came upriver.*4¢
William Lantrowe (d.1644) had a licence to retail wine oughott the borough, which he

left to his second wife Joan for life.**” In 1634 h een aecused of selling wine above the

maximum prices, which varied from 8d. to e rebuilt the Castle Tavern, where

the magistrates were meeting by 1668, prob eating the long room over the inn and two

adjoining houses still recorded i 448 Before 1639 clothier Henry West converted a

house in North Street into or which he held a wine licence.**®

In 1587 unli ed tipplers were threatened with a 20s. fine, in 1588 16 were

presented in t d in 1589 there were eight unlicensed alesellers on the north side

of East Reach.* 588 all tipplers had to bring their vessels to be measured at the

as sold in a hooped quart pot for 1d. and wine for V2 d. for home

d41 een, Feet of Fines 1307—46 (SRS 12), 22—4; TNA, CP40/656, image 1737, 685, image 240, 732,

age 835: at waalt.uh.edu/index.php/CP40 accessed May 2021.
SHC, DD/SP/325/4, 71; Hants. RO, M11/59/C1/19/3.

443 TNA, E176/1/43, 133; 176/2/16, 54, 61, 181—2; SDNQ VIII, 88—9.
44 SHC, D/D/bw/1446, 1448; TNA, PROB 11/90/115.
445 TNA, E 134/2Jas1/Mich31 [Total assumes standard measures]; SHC, DD/SF/11/1/34.
446 SHC, D/B/bw/1439, 1448—9, 1460—2, 1480, 1508, 1512.
4“7 TNA, PROB 11/206/38.
8 Cal. SP. Dom. 1634—S5, p. 32; SHC, DD/X/MDT/393, p. 17; D/P/stapg/13/3/1; DD/CWC/ta/unlisted acc.
no. G/2468.
449 TNA, PROB 11/179/424.
40 SHC, DD/SP/36 (1589); DD/SP/49 (1587—38), 44.



consumption, but ale had risen to 4d. by the 1660s.*! In 1593 tipplers who allowed
journeyman and servants to drink in their houses faced 24 hours in prison and a fine.*? There
were 26 licensed tipplers c. 1608*2 but of 14 people licensed in 1609 at least three had

another occupation possibly because their wives kept the alehouse.** Twelve people held
licences in St James parish in 1630 and 38 in St Mary’s in 1633 but there were also £ S
unlicensed alehouses.*>> In 1639 an innkeeper paid for permission to erect an inn si

-

for an alehouse burnt in the war or another used by Wellington people coming to marke

North Street.**® During the Interregnum the authorities were reluctant to issue 1

AY

t.457

The parishioners of St James objected to a baker with an alehouse ming constable as

both trades were open to abuse and only six tipplers were licen 1657 including the

parish clerk.*® In 1677 the poverty of St James parish was b d"partly on ‘unnecessary

alehouses’.*’

Larger inns accommodated travellers e had a resident carrier in 1666, and

several brewed their own beer, sold 1 ag

Cups, the London from the 179

ts, quarts, 1d. and %2 d. cups. The Three

a huffleboard chamber and others had musical

instruments and substanti 460 In 1695 31 innkeepers, including three women, thanked

Edward Clarke M.P, for his Help getting soldiers’ debts paid.*®! Public houses ranged from
the basic, who ad a second trade such as sergeweaving, to luxurious houses

providing/coffee sties, fine dining and little luxuries like a rabbit fur bolster in the best

°1 SHC, DD/SP/49 (1587—38), 44.
SHC, DD/SP/49 (Oct. 1593).

43 SHC, Q/SR/3/115—16.
4% SHC, Q/RLa/1 (1609).
45 SHC, Q/RLa/l (1621), 3; DD/SP/339 (1634); Q/SR/63/111, 73/137—S.
46 SHC, DD/SP/325/185c¢.
7 SHC, Q/SR/89/32, 94/101.
48 SHC, Q/SPet/1/150; Q/RLa/7.
49 M.C.B. Dawes, Quarter Sessions Records 1666—77, 224.
460 SHC, DD/SP/1666/14, 23, 43; 1667/4; 1670/53, 1672/66, 1683/63.
4l SHC, DD/SF/13/2/51.



chamber.*5? By the 1720s, when there were 96 public houses in Taunton, billiard rooms
appeared in small alehouses.*®* Although at times of economic uncertainty they were less
valuable, it took several months to let the Bell in 1727, inns were investments and two
beerhouses cleared from the market in 1769 were owned by clergyman and one by a
doctor.** A surprising number belonged to the town charity trustees.*S> The Saracen’s Head,
a coaching inn, was bought by a tailor for £1,600 in 1809.%°° The town’s wine and s ade
was worth £20,000 a year in 1824.467

The names of early inns were rarely recorded but those like Salutation, several

Angels, Bishop Blaise, patron saint of woolcombers, Noah’s Ark, e, Rose and Crown,
Lamb, where the church courts were held in 1663, Blackamo cen’s and Turk’s heads,
Katherine Wheel, The George and Green Dragon may indica ieval origins. *%® Inn

chamber names, possibly reflected their furnishi RosepSwan, Queen’s Arms and Half

Moon.*® The Butchers Arms, Bull, Plough ve and Sugar Loaf were found in the

market place before 1769.4° Beerhouses ca e Ring of Bells stood outside both St

Mary’s and St James’s churche the latter survives.*’! Armorial symbols included

the Antelope and Unicorn | rket, the Cornish Chough, the Spread Eagle, lions of
various colours, and the, Whife Hart.*’> Trade names were the Press and Shears, Painters or
Weavers Arm , the Brassfounders, Gardeners, Cogwheel or Waterwheel,

Packhorse and ners. In the mid 19th century there were three public houses in East

46 , DD/SP/1666/43, 1683/63, 1684/148, 164.

3 SHC, DD/SP/1723/50, 1729/58.

SHC, DD/SAS/C2548/2; TNA, PROB 11/179/424; 11/276/680, 11/342/85, 11/362/341; 11/383/359;

11/659/254; SHC, DD/SP/61/9; D/B/ta/31/5/1.
465 SHC, D/PS/tau.b/3/1
466 SHC, A/AZK/1; below, this section, transport services.
467 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7 (1824).
468 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/1; Q/RLa/19/10—12; D/D/Ca/338; W. Camden, Britannia, ed. Gough (1806), 1, 96.
469 SHC, DD/SP/61/9; DD/SF/11/1/34.
470 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/1—2.
471 SHC, Q/RLa/19/10—11.
472 SHC, DD/DP/71/5; Q/RLa/19/10.



Reach called the Waggon and Horses.*’® Despite the reputed lack of royalist sympathy there
were alehouses called the King George, Queen Caroline, King and Queen, Victoria, Crown,
Crown and Angel, Crown and Mitre, Crown and Tower, Crown and Sceptre, Prince Albert
and Princess Royal as well as the Alma, Duke of Wellington, Naval and Military, Nelson,

Royal Marine and Waterloo.*’*

Despite complaints and a fall in the town’s population there were 73 licensed @
in 1793.47 The following year there were convictions for selling alcohol witho @ e,
watering spirits and brewing without declaring for excise duty.*’® It was said in 1797 that a

tenth of houses had a sign and drunkenness was a problem.*’” Lic were reduced to 58 in

1809 and 1820 and apart from the George and the London the} ré.beerhouses on annual

public houses, 20 beer houses and 10 ine rit retailers and a growing number of

private hotels, temperance hote d ee taverns, many catering for railway travellers.*3

The main coaching inns e the Duke William in East Reach, Angel, Castle and

White Hart in Fore t, the¢ London in East Street, and the Bell, George, and Saracens

Head in High e White Hart belonged to the Sampsons of Devon and in 1635 it

had a tenais cou the main rooms were elaborately wainscoted.*3? It was used for judicial

heari in thetate 17th century and Colonel Kirke is said to have hung a Monmouth rebel

47 , Q/RLa/19/10; SHC, DD/SP/61/9; DD/SAS/C795/TN/41(Extra Portam); D/DC/tau.d/25/13 (1366);
PH/up/1; Pigot Dir. (1842).
SHC, Q/RLa/19/12—13, 15; A/ICHM/5; Morris & Co. Dir. Som. (1872); TNA, RG12/1877.
45" SHC, Q/RLa/19/10.
476 SHC, Q/SR/362/3/2—1, 362/4/35, 363/4/50.
477 'W. G. Maton, Observations on the Western Counties of England (1797), 38—9.
478 SHC, Q/RLa/19/10—13, 15, 30.
419 Royal Com. on employment of children in factories (1833), 72; TNA, HO73/8.
40 TNA, RG 9/1617—18; RG10/2370—2, 74—5; RG 12/1875—6; DD/TBL/42/9/1 (Taunton Mail 29 Aug.
1894, p. 5).
41 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Pigot Dir. (1830).
482 North Devon RO, 1142B/FP71.



from the inn sign.*®® It achieved further notoriety when it was briefly held by Frederick and
Maria Manning in the 1840s and was rebuilt as furniture shop in the 1860s.*3* Run since the
late 18th century by the Sweet family, the Castle was a substantial business and in 1801 was
insured for £1,300.% It changed hands for £3,000 c. 1810 and soon after entertained the
exiled Queen Maria II of Portugal.**® In 1830 carriers used the Old Angel in Fore Street, the
Bristol, Spread Eagle and Nags Head in North Street, the London and New Angel iQ
Street and the Bell, Crown, George, Full Moon and Saracen’s Head in High Str
1914 they also used the Half Moon in North Street, which had 35 stalls and 5 loose boxes, the
Swan in East Street, the Saracen’s Head and Star coffee tavern in Street, the Black

Horse in Bridge Street and the Racehorse in East Reach.*®" I nd 1860s omnibuses

‘market dining rooms’ and in 1842 26 North«Stie

allowed carts and waggons to block t str

auctions and sales, advertised e s and distributed handbills, provided newspapers,

arket days.**® Public houses also hosted

facilitated carrying services, and hired out vehicles and horses.**° Some were involved in

gambling and sever ere convicted of brothel keeping.*’! Beerhouses provided

take-away or j services, skittle alleys, clubrooms and cheap lodgings in Paul

Street, Mary St pper High Street and Westgate Street.**> Older public houses on the

ded the Halfway Inn, later the Harp, on Shoreditch Road, the George on

Staplegrove Road, the Ball, later Cottage, on Kingston Road and the Crown and Sceptre on

N SHC, T/PH/vch/39; Toulmin, History of Taunton, rev. J. Savage, 541.
484" North Devon RO, 1142B/EC97; above this section, shops.

45 ], H. Thomas, ‘Economy and Society in 18th-century Somerset’, PSANHS CXLI (1998), 72.
46 SHC, DD/AY/29; Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 12n.

47 Pigot Dir. (1830); Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914); SHC, DD/HCK/6/2/20.

88 Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); PO Dir. Som. (1861).

489 SHC, DD/DP/117; DD/SAS/C2273/3/12, pp. 55, 100; DD/X/MIS/1.

490 Wilts and Swindon HC, 1075/001/396.

41 Taunton Courier, 10 June 1868, 29 March 1882: BNA, accessed 16 Mar. 2017.

492 SHC, D/PS/tau.b/3/1; Q/LIC/1/5; A/BUG/1/28/59.



the lower Kingston, now Station, Road. Only the last survived into the 21st century, rebuilt c.
1900. 43

During the 19th century beerhouses were opened in residential areas like the Oak and
Acorn and Cherry Grove in Rowbarton, the New inn in Trinity Street, the Robin Hood in
Somerset Place, the Dolphin between Duke and King streets or the Gardeners Arms in Plais
Street, rebuilt on Priorswood Road in 1895.4** Some were part of residential terrace he

h,*» or the Denma

New Inn, later Gardeners Arm then Victoria Gate, East Reac
Cheddon Road.**® The Sun in Canal Road of c. 1847 and the Railway Inn, Railway Tap, later

Wheeltapper, and Royal Mail built in 1861, now the Alehouse, an ers in Station Road

served the canal and railway.*"’ In the 20th century public ho e the Dolphin, later the

Flying Horse,*”® Oxford and Waggon and Horses moved.fro
sisieux were new businesses.**
&. carlett family’s Nag Head, the Tite

family’s Spread Eagle in North Streetand t del’s New inn in Trinity Street, public

dfance areas to housing

estates but others notably the Master Thatcher o

Apart from a few family businesses

houses changed hands frequently®>The €oach and Horses in East Street had ten licensees in

twelve years in the early 20th century and the Boot six in six years.’” Tied houses grew in

number with breweriesyprepared to pay high prices like the Charlton Brewery, which bought

the Harp in 18 0 in 1897 from a family that paid less than £1,000 for it with

several other ho . 1860.°"1

3 SHC, tithe awards St James and St Mary; TNA, RG 9/1617—18.
SHC, T/PH/up/1; DD/CWC/ta/unlisted box 5; TNA, RG 9/1617; RG 12/11877; date on building.

45 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/19(581)
46 TNA, RG 12/1877.
4“7 TNA, RG9/1618; SHC, DD/SAS/C795/SX/7;, D/PS/ta.b/3/1; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883—1914); Where to
Buy: Taunton (1890), 50.
4% Named after the relief of a flying black horse, which Starkey’s breweries attached to their tied houses.
49 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/2/2/25, 25/7; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton. (1972—3).
50 SHC, D/P/tau.m/13/3/2; DD/DP/43/17; D/DC/tau.d/25/13 (1391); Q/LIC/1/5.
S0 Wilts and Swindon HC, 1075/001/396; SHC, A/BUG/1/26/2—3; D/PS.ta.b/3/1; DD/TBL/42/9/4 (Taunton
Mail 7 March 1897, p. 4).



By 1903 there were 98 on and 14 off licences in the borough, one for every 188
people.’® In 1906—7 many were in poor condition, difficult to police, adjoined other
licensed premises or took as little as £4—6 a week and depended on lodgers. At least one was
out of bounds to the military and in 1915 only 85 licences were renewed. % After the First
World War consumption in public houses doubled and some like the Queens Arms in Ea
Reach sold a large quantity of cigarettes and tobacco. Suburban houses had the hig
sales.’® In 1937 of 99 licences in the borough 79 were for ale and beer houses. '5% lost
customers through slum clearance and sold well under 50 barrels of beer annually, whereas
before the war 140 barrels was regarded as poor trade.’® Town cenfre beerhouses closed or

.97 Others

The Castle and London,

r County, were increasingly run as private hotels each

with 13 resident staff he London expanded eastwards over adjoining shops and

its facade wit orch and a few internal features, serve as frontage to two large

stores. Inghe 19 e Castle was absorbed into the hotel on Castle Green retaining only a

vestigi trance on North Street.’'> Most older inns have been demolished or rebuilt like the

2 SHC, Q/SR/810/2.
SHC, Q/LIC/1/5; A/DIF/95/32.

304 SHC, Q/LIC/1/5; DD/HCK/6/2/20.
305 Taunton Courier, 3 July 1937: BNA, accessed 27 Sep. 2016.
306 SHC, Q/LIC/1/3—S5.
07 SHC, Q/LIC/1/3; A/BUG/1/24/18; DD/TBL/42/9/6 (Taunton Mail, 4 Oct. 1899 p. 1).
308 SHC A/BIL/52/1; A/BUG/1/28/61.
3% SHC, C/PL/2/25, p. 6.
310 SHC, Q/LIC/1/3.
51 TNA, RG 11/2366.
312 SHC, A/DAS/2 (12336—8, 12364); A/DIF/101/1/2; Bishops Hull, econ. hist.



Phoenix, which had galleried courtyards onto which bedrooms opened until the mid 19th
century.’'? Its rebuilt street frontage survives like that of the George in High Street but the
Old Angel was demolished completely.’'* Some former East Reach inns preserve their
carriage entrances and the Racehorse is a rare survivor of a long narrow burgage inn. The
Green Dragon, High Street, a converted 16th-century dyehouse and now an estate agency
preserves some original timbering inside but was refronted c. 1924.>!> Taunton had

palaces’, although there were three gin shops in 1840, and its licensed premises: odest
in appearance.’'® However, in the late 20th century there was a move towards larger public
houses such as the Coal Orchard and the Perkin Warbeck converte m retail stores and

others opened in the old library, old art and technical college

Hotels

In the later 16th century a goldsmith provi d lodgings for visitors but most
people found overnight accommodatien at in By the late 19th century for inns like the
Castle and London accommodating gu hosting dinners and private functions were more

important than selling alcohol. In"1891 eight licensees described themselves as hotelkeepers

and employed porte ambermaids and boots.>'® Temperance hotels were opened from the

1840s in Ham d Station Road, including The Royal Ashton, which took over the
adjoiningBaker’ perance hotel after 1902, the Drayton, formerly North Town House,
and’the Biirlington.>!® The Great Western Hotel at the station with adjoining tap and station

refreshment rooms, divided between 1st, 2nd and 3rd class, were let in 1882 for £468.72° The

313 Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 7. 11.

514 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/4 (1927): D/Dc/tau.d (M/1289), box 2, album.

315 SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/4.

516 SHC, DD/X/WBB/27 (map 1840).

317 M. Siraut, The Trevelyan Letters (Som. Rec. Soc. 80), 33.

518 TNA, HO107/1972; RG9/1817—18; RG10/2370—2, 2370—5; RG12/1875, 1877.

319 Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1902—3), 205; SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/26/1702, 1725, 24/1/27/1777; DD/DP/63/2.
520 Pigot Dir. (1842); TNA, RG12/1877; SHC, DD/CH/118/5.



Parade Hotel in North Street opened in the 1890s and in the 20th century there were several
hotels that had never been public houses like the Salisbury, now Taunton Hotel, in Billetfield,
the Blorenge in Staplegrove Road and the Corner House in Park Street still in business in the
2020s. By the later 20" century most accommodation was on the major roads and near the
motorway leading to the closure of town centre hotels closed including the Great Wester

521

Parade and County.

Private lodgings varied from respectable houses with servants in Statio

overcrowded dosshouses in East Reach. By 1881 20 lodging houses were used by

commercial travellers, entertainers, itinerant hawkers and tinkers.>2 the early 20th century

it was difficult to distinguish between lodgings for workers anld rs but there were several

lodging houses in Belvedere Road, near the station an u i travelling drapers.”?

Later guesthouses catered for motorists especiall ellington Road.

Coffee and eating houses
In 1683 Thomas Williams had a layishly furnished inn also known as a coffee house,

boasting nine maps, fine bed le linen, embroidered cushions, silk fringed chairs and a
coffee chamber equipped e pots, boiler and dishes.’** In 1731 a barber ran a coffee
house.”*> Two coffe the Plough on Cornhill by 1698—9 and the Lamb in the North

Street island, olished in 1769 and the successor Market House coffee room was for
subscribersionly. 2 Coffee stalls in the Market House arcades annoyed neighbouring

tuallers in 1845.°%” There were two coffee houses in 1822 but eight by 1872.52% In 1877 the

21 TNA, RG13/2278; SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/118/4992, 24/1/128/6468; DD/HWN/11.

22 TNA, HO107/1972; RG9/1817—18; RG10/2370—2, 2370—5; RG11/2366—S8.

323 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914).

54 SHC, DD/SP/1683/63; Cal. SP. Dom. Jul.—Sep. 1683, 77.

325 SHC, DD/SP/1731/26.

526 M. Siraut, Som Wills, 54; Lond. Gaz. 6 Oct. 1699 cited in A. Humphries, Som Parishes, 680; SHC,
D/B/ta/31/5/1; A/CPT/15/5, p. 104.

327 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/4, p. 404.

328 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—23); Morris & Co. Dir. Som. (1872).



Taunton and West Somerset Coffee House Company was created. In 1880 it opened the Paul
Street Coffee Tavern with billiard and smoking rooms and in 1881 the Taunton Coffee, later
King Alfred, Hotel at 2 Fore Street with dining and ladies rooms. By 1885 they had been
joined by White’s and Star and later the British Workman coffee tavern, all in High Street.’?
In the late 20" century coffee shops became popular again especially in the main shoppin
areas.
Cooked food was provided by the 18th century, often at tripe shops, whi %

exempt from the market’s meat monopoly.>*° By the later 19th century eating houses and
refreshment rooms were important for people working or shoppin ecially women as

there were no female public toilets. The number of such pre from four in 1852 to c.

15 in 1891 and waiters and waitresses from six to 23.>3L Confectiofiers also provided catering

d balksuppers and by 1872 one had a

services supplying cooks and waiters, dressed turtles,an
de A Q

luncheon room.’* Maynard’s, who succee

before 1852, also ran a restaurant and ate

Street.>>* The West of England Boot and Shoe Company on the bridge advertised a cheap

en’s in the confectionery business

siness until the mid 20th century at 19 North

fixed price dinner and lavatories for both sexes in 1890°* and by the 1900s there were

the principal streets.’* One of the best known cafes was the

1922 art deco he rebuilt Tone Bridge House, which had a dance floor with
terrace and galle nd a supper room upstairs.’*® It became a night club in the late 20th
ce t some of the elaborate plasterwork reputedly survives. In 1972 only 25 cafes and

° S. Minnitt and D. Young, Tickets, Checks and Passes from the County of Somerset (Taunton, 1990), 19—
. Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1993); Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1887); SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/19/765; A/DIF/101/10/198;
D/DC/tau,d/25/15 (1685).
330 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/22; Royal Com. On Market Rights and Tolls (1888), 111, p. 253.
31 SHC, DD/CH/81/7; Slater Dir. Som. (1852); TNA, RG9/1817—18; RG12/1875, 1877.
32 Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1864), 80; Morris & Co. Dir. Som. (1872).
33 Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); SHC, A/DWX/5/14; D/PC/b.hl/5/3/15; A/DIF/101/1/12; D/DC/tau.d (M/1289),
box 3; above, this section, bakers.
34 Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890), 237.
35 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/27/1798, 24/1/65/1234.
336 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/53/890. There were also Deller’s cafes in Exeter and Paignton: Devon HC, 4261Z/1.



restaurants were recorded but it is not clear if that included those in stores.’*’ From the late
20th century there was an increase in ethnic restaurants and many cafes and restaurants
opened in the early 21st century in former shops and banks. Although some closed during the
Covid 19 pandemic of 2020—1 fast food shops and cafes have fared better than shops.
In 1890 there was an oyster saloon in North Street in 1890and fried fish and chip
shops opened. By 1914 there were at least five chip shops and more opened in the 1 38

Some, notably in St James Street, survived into the 21st century despite compe @

other take-away food businesses.>*’

ROAD TRANSPORT SERVICES

Coaches

Stage coaches operated between Taunton and Londen, by thestater 17" century.>*° They
Q- at each end for £1 16s. inside and a

usually travelled between inns called the Saraeen

free luggage allowance of 14 Ib. In co tras

cost £6 in the 1690s. John Whitmash and Thomas Lilley operated ‘flying machines’ in the

ate hire coach from Salisbury to Taunton

early 18th century taking two daysyto London via Salisbury.’*! In 1770 the Exeter to Bristol

coach broke its two day,jourfiey at Taunton.>*?> By 1786 daily diligence services to London,

Bristol, Bath, lymouth, set down and picked up passengers at the Duke William

in East Reach an 1809 there was also a thrice weekly coach to Bridgwater and

the late 1790s a five-seater and Whitmash’s ‘long coach’ went to and from

London daily. The Whitmash left at 6 a.m. every day except Saturday arriving in London

37 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—23).

38 Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 47; Taunton and West Somerset Annual 1897(Taunton, 1896), 108; Kelly’s
Dir. Som. (1914); SHC, D/B/ta/4/2/3 (Apr. 1921); D/B/ta/24/1/52/863, 865.

53 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/69/1369; DD/AY/159.

340 Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 603; Cal. SP Dom. 1680—1, p. 492; A. Humphries, Som Parishes,
672.

541 SHC, DD/X/WHI/1c; DD/X/WBB/1100.

32 Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 603; BL, 1881.c.6 (93).

343 SHC, A/DAS/2 (12366); DD/HC/8/19/2, 96/8.



early the following morning and returning at four in the afternoon for £2 2s. inside and £1 5s.
outside.’** By 1814 there was a Bath and Taunton coach house in Aldersgate Street,
London.>® In 1822 the Royal Mail came from London via Bath every day, Whitmash’s North
Devon Telegraph with four inside seats came via Salisbury and Wincanton and the Devon

Freemason also called at Taunton. There were three coaches to Bristol, four to Exeter an

one each to Bath and Bridport every day except Sunday and a caravan to Bath threeQ

Birmingham and Manchester.>*® By 1824 stage coaches and posting were worth £20,000 a

week. The Traveller set off every night on the arduous journey to Liverpool via

year to Taunton.’*’ Lighter coaches, such as those made by James Jaeobs of Taunton, cut

journey times. In 1827 Accommodation, a light coach for 11 pa :

rs, began a thrice

weekly run connecting Minehead passengers with the omand other coaches at Taunton.

In 1833 the Bath Coach Company retimed its Bathte,Exetetycoach to take ten hours with a
ten minute break at Taunton. The Whitmash-coa g

ched London within a day by 1834.548

By 1836 the Magnet ran daily betwee Ta

ok four hours each way.>*® The railway reduced

d Southampton and in 1840 The Little

Wonder, from the George inn t

coach services and Edward Whitmash offered a coach called the Railway to meet the line as it

progressed to Bridgwater théfn Taunton when he gave up coaching.’>® In the 1850s one of the

1551

last coaches, 7 inked Taunton with Langport and Yeovi

Carrie

The Universal British Directory (c. 1798), IV, 585—6; Devon, HC, 3321M/3.
545 London Met. Arch., MS 11936/462/889996.
46 Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 606—S8; SHC, Q/SCS, loose advert, missing 2019; Pigot, London
and Provincial Dir. (1822—23).
347 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7 (1824).
38 SHC, DD/DP/54/3 (2); D. Gerhold, ‘The Whitmash family, carriers and coachmasters of Taunton and
Yeovil, 1685—1848’, (SANH, 143), 127.
349 SHC, , A/BQG/4/11; DD/X/WBB/688.
350 Gerhold, ‘The Whitmash family’, (SANH, 143), 128; Pigot Dir. (1842); SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/4, acct. 1843.
551 Pigot Dir. (1842); VCH Som. 111, 19; PO Dir. Som. (1861).



Trade could not have functioned without a network of trusted carriers such as the carter who
carried £500 in gold “pistoles’ to a Taunton trader in 1699.%>2 Two loaders were recorded in
1420, one with debts in London, and carriers from the later 16th century.>>? In 1606 and 1617
four carriers to London were accused of starting work on Sundays.>>* Most early 17"-century

carriers used packhorses for cloth and luxury goods but carts were used on the Bridgwatez S

road until river navigation improved.>> In the mid 17th century John Bobbett, carria%d
ac

O

were worth a third of the innkeeper’s inventory, and another inn had a carrier’s chamber in

tokens.>” In 1666 a large inn had a carrier’s chamber and 14 horses, which wit e

1695.557 By then caravans were on the roads regularly and in the midy] 8th century there was a
weekly waggon service to London.>®

From 1758 until 1842 or later the Parsons fami d Tater'the Brices had a yard west
of Paul Street with warehousing and horses for w. they beught large quantities of

beans.>*® William Cockeram, proprietor of s between Taunton and London,

went bankrupt in the 1770s.°° A wa on at the Bristol inn gave a driver seven

guineas a year, a frock and acco ion expenses for carrying between Taunton and

Exeter up to three times a week imthe 1790s.°°! By then 10 carriers operated carts, waggons

and caravans on the tes’and in 1820 three carriers and 21 drivers were registered to

35 , DD/DN/463 (1699).

23 TNA, CP40/636, images 33, 1342; 1352, image 977; 1374, image 413: www/waalt.uh.edu/indexphp/CP40
essed May 2021; Siraut, Som. Wills, 89.

34 SHC, D/D/Ca/151, 206.

35 SHC, D/D/Ca/151, 206, 342a; Q/SR/300/120; D/B/bw/1429.

336 G. Williamson, Trade Tokens issued in the Seventeenth Century, (1891), 987.

37 SHC, DD/SP/1666/14, 1695/19.

38 Toulmin, Hist. Taunton, rev. Savage, 606—S8; BL, 1881.c.6 (93).

39 SHC, D/DC/tau.d/25/15 (1200); Pigot Dir. (1842); M. Siraut, ‘A farming account book’, PSANHS CXXIX

(1985), 167.

360 SHC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/22.

561 SHC, D/P/tau.m/13/3/5.



vote.”® Some services were slow; in the early 19th century an overnight waggon from

Crewkerne to Taunton (28 miles) took eight hours.>®

3

The most famous Taunton carriers were the Whitmash family. In 1685 John

Whitmash acquired premises east of North Street with a large yard stretching back to

Whirligig Lane, where the business remained until the 1840s when the Congregational

church was built on the site. He also had a warehouse in London. John (d. 1724) lefi gh

waggon and hackney horses to his wife and to his son John three waggons and @

horses.>®* John the son (d. 1769) started coaching, took over carrying from Yeovil and bought

a country house.’® In 1782 his sons John and Henry bought the S
the early 19th century the family entered into partnerships notz

Wincanton where they established a bank.>®” Maria Whitmas

n’s Head.>*® During
with the Brown family of

an‘the business from Tangier

House, Bishops Hull in the 1820s and 1830s, sending, waggons and fly vans to London on

alternate days and also to Yeovil, west So th Devon but she had competitors.>®®

In 1828 Snell and Company’s flying
Friday and their light vans fro
Whitmash ran the family
19% century c. 20 cagri

Devon and Do

Bu

56
3

gon ondon for their office in High Street every

Exeter called at Taunton.’® By 1841 Edward
ut the company was last recorded in 1842.°7° In the later
s ratl once or twice a week to all the surrounding villages and into

goods to and from the station.>”!

niversal British Directory (c. 1798), IV, 586; SHC, D/P/tau.m/23/29.
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11/600/18.
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SHC, DD/SAS/C795/PR/463/2; Bishops Hull, econ. hist.; Pigot Dir. (1830).
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The first buses in the 1840s were probably owned by hotels but were not exclusively for hotel
guests. By the 1860s the Taunton Omnibus Company had an office in Cheapside.>’”> Omnibus
drivers and conductors were recorded from 1851 and linked the railway station with the town

centre collecting passengers at the main hotels and inns timed to connect with trains. There

were weekly omnibuses from Williton and Wiveliscombe on Saturdays.’’® In 1876 the

in 1890 was only half that of a cab. They were enclosed with seats rather like an elongated

hansom. Rural omnibuses were open wagons with side benches a velled extremely

The Parade Hotel’s Klondyke of 1898, a

stage coach only ran for a few years but in tle hotel still had three buses and the
London had two.”” Trams put buses out of ss as they were cheaper, quicker, carried
many more people and followe same route.’’® Taunton’s first motor bus, similar to a

large car, was built by Marshalsea:Brothers for the London Hotel in 1913, licensed in 1914

X SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/18/714.

513 TNA, HO107/1972; Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); PO Dir. Som. (1861).

574 SHC, D/B/ta/31/1/7, pp. 346, 406.

575 BL, Add MS 30293, Parade c. 1850; SHC, A/DIF/79/2; Goodman’s Dir. Taunton (1887), 73; Taunton and
West Somerset Annual 1897 (Taunton, 1896), 110, 129.

376 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/1 (Jan. 1897).

377 SHC, A/DIF/101/14/271; D/B/ta/4/6/2 (Jan. 1907).C/E/1/162, 14 Jan. 1908.

578 SHC, D/DC tau.d/24/4/4; above intro.

5% SHC, A/DIF/101/5/102; D/B/ta/4/6/2 (Jan. 1914); D/B/ta/4/6/3 (Jan. 1918); DD/S/FRI/12, no. 74035.



trams, probably trolley buses, in 1923 the council abandoned running buses.’*® National

Omnibus had a ticket office near the Old Angel in Corporation Street, the start of five routes,
and a garage in South Street but from 1929 used the depot in Hamilton Road, built by Dunns
Services of St James Street. Substantially enlarged in 1934, it remained in use by First Bus in

the 2020s.%%! In 1933 three bus companies were offered the former Dunns office in the

Market House, as their buses used 11 bays round the perimeter of the Parade. Tow es

subsidized bus services by £30 ally as services started disappearing, there were few

evening or Sunday servic e town routes halved their frequency in four years. The
route along Kingsto ad had 52 buses on weekdays in the early 1970s but only 28 in 1977
and only four 2021.5% Town shuttle buses were introduced in the 1980s after
further cuts to servicés but were soon replaced by standard single deckers.’®’ Remaining
ro theirnumbers changed from triple to double digits, single for town services.

owing de-regulation several companies provided public, college and school services

SHC, D/B/ta/3/16/2, p. 257, 4/6/3 (Apr. 1921); D/B/ta/3/16/4, pp, 128, 134.
3L Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 18, 73; SHC, DD/HCK/6/2/20; D/B/ta/24/1/51/825, 834; 24/1/70/1394;
24/1/89/1970.
82 SHC, A/DVY/1; A/BMG/5/2; Bishops Hull, intro.; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929), 26, 36; Taunton Official
Handbook and Guide (1931), 65; SHC, DD/S/FRI/12, no. 86822.
%3 SHC, DD/AY/237
84 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/92/2050, 24/1/94/2089; DD/cwc.ta/16.
85 SHC, map of bus services 1962—3 inserted in Somerset Regional Report; DD/X/ROW/1.
86 SHC, D/PC/stapg/7/3, pp. 68—9.
87 SHC. D/DC/tau/2/2/3 (Aug. 1975); 2/2/13 (3 Oct. 1985).



including First, through its subsidiary Buses of Somerset , Hatch Green, Webbers and Berry’s
as well as National long-distance services. By the early 21st century many estates and
villages had no service, although a park and ride service connected car parks on the western

and eastern outskirts with the town centre.”®® When the bus station closed in 2020 buses stood

on the Parade, Corporation Street and Castle Way. v S
Private hire Q(
Innkeepers had a long tradition of hiring out horses and by the 18™ century priv @ les.

The Castle hotel’s posting yard employed postboys, horse keepers and chaise washers who
worked up to 17 hours a day in summer in 1826.°% The need to confiect railway passengers
and their luggage with the town centre and further afield led t¢ owth in private hire
vehicles and the numbers employed in all forms of horse transportincreased from c. 90 in

1841 to over 170 in 1891 and 1901, mainly wagge coachmen, bus and cab drivers and

stable staff.>®® There were livery stables an e businesses in Paul Street, East

Reach, Silver Street, and Castle Green,>'

horses, carria es for hire and ran omnibuses.’** By 1899 they had premises in
North Town an e station. The business passed ¢. 1900 to the Thomas Posting

Establishme Corporation Street, which supplied 40 horses for the council, gas and

88 SHC, D/PC/stapg/7/3, pp. 68—9.

%9 SHC, DD/X/BRO/2/3.

30 TNA, HO107/972; RG12/1875, 1877; RG13/2276—S.

M1 Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Harrison, Harrad and Co., Dir. Som. (1859); Morris & Co. Dir. Som. (1872);
Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1914); Bishops Hull, econ. hist.

32 SHC, DD/X/WBB/1827 map 1840; D/P/tau.m/4/4/1; D/B/ta/24/1/8/236.

33 Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 40; Taunton of Today (1896), xxxi; Bishops Hull, econ. hist.



electricity works in 1918, hired out motor vans and charabancs and provided taxis at the
railway station.”**

A farrier was bleeding horses in 1595.5%° By the early 19th century a veterinary

practice had been established in Bishops Hull, by 1839 there was another in East Street and

by 1852 Joseph Gibbs was practising in Bridge Street.>*® Joseph was succeeded c. 1870 b

inspector in 1899. Joseph Gibbs the younger, a retired horse artilleryman, briefl @ edi

the same street.”®” The Bridge Street practice continued until the early 21st.century and by

1972 there was a second practice in the town although for small anifhals rather than horses.””®

By the 2020s there were eight practices.

Eleven sedan chairs were available for public hire i d were still in use in the

1840s.%%° Sedan chairmen were not recorded in the<k841 census although a sedan was said to

have been used in 1859 to take an elderly

by the wheel and bath chairs for hire from t 19th century.®!

They were presumably superseded

Carriages and cabs stoo hire around the Parade and by 1880 waited n the east and

landaus or broughams on the west$”? The number of resident cab drivers rose from 13 in

1881 to 23 in 1891.%

station ¢. 1896

3 SHC; D/PC/b.h1/2/1 (1918).
> , DD/SP/49 (May 1595).
% Bishops Hull, econ. hist.; Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852).
Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 34, 42; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1899).
38 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—23), 428.

22 cabmen petitioned for a shelter and one was installed at the

other at the Parade.®** The borough licensed 42 cabs in 1897 and

39 Toulmin, History of Taunton, rev. J. Savage (Taunton, 1822), 608; Dr H. Alford, Olden Taunton, a Cycle

of Change (Taunton c. 1921), 5; SDNQ, XXXIII, pp. 86—7. The whereabouts of 11 are unknown but an
unnumbered similar chair is in the Museum of Somerset.
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36 cab stands were authorised, in addition to the station.’®> The tram service probably led to
the fall to eight licensed hansoms and 12 landaus in 1908, half operated by owner drivers.5%
In 1909 the first motor taxicab was licensed and by 1916 there were 13 and only four horse
cabs. From 1920 all cabs had to have meters and use the cab stands. In 1941 23 taxis were
licensed and there were women drivers.®”” There were at least eight taxi and car hire firmg in

business in 1972, and 28 cabs were licensed in 1976. Ranks or stands remain in use at

the station and in Corporation Street served by several firms and independent d 8

DOING here %0
&Q

By 1881 there were three petrol merchants and in 1896 16 petrol licences were issued.®” In

Motor services

1908 the council lic d 21¢dealers including a store in Canal Road owned by British

Petroleum.®'® ad an oil store in Canal Road ¢. 1925—53, National Benzole had a
depot in Belved ad between 1930 and 1962 and Anglo-American installed additional

il deliveries in 1935.5!! By 1941 72 business held licences to store between

,000 gallons.®!?
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807 SHC, D/B/ta/3/13/13, p. 199.

608 SHC, D/B/ta/4/6/2 (Feb. 1909), 4/6/3 (Jan. 1916, Jan. 1920); D/DC/tau/2/2/4 (10 Dec. 1975); Kelly’s Dir.
Taunton (1972—3), 377, 418.

609 TNA, RG 11/2366; D/B/ta/4/6/1 (Jan 1896).

610 SHC, C/E/1/162 (14 Jan 1908); D/B/ta/24/1/55/954, 24/1/57/1022, 24/1/71/1463.

611 SHC, D/B/ta/3/25/4, p. 126, 24/1/61/1106, 24/1/73/1485, 24/1/94/2083; A/EHL/1.

612 SHC, D/B/ta/3/13/13, pp. 200—1.



Although most delivery vehicles were still horse-drawn in the early 20" century
private motor car use was increasing.®'® Stones’ in Staplegrove Road hired out and repaired
cycles and cars from c. 1903 but their extensive premises were destroyed by fire 31
December 1907 and never rebuilt.®'* Cycle shops and car salerooms opened, often selling on
commission, although some went bankrupt during the 1930s.°'> Carriage builders, livery

stables, founders and blacksmiths either moved into the motor trade or sold their pra@or

garages. The Taunton Motor Company, founded in the 1900s, and Somerset M

established in 1927, combined showrooms and repair garages.®'® In 1929 Thomas,Motors

opened a garage and showroom at 151—2 East Reach, sold in 193 the White brothers

0s.°* Small garages opened in

who expanded into 154—6.°'7 Dunns large showroom and ga the’site of Popes

almshouses, East Street, was in business from the 195 1

inn yards including the Bell, High Street and the Harp, Shoreditch Road and the former

of the town ce 020s. However, several many small independent repair garages

survived
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2021.

615 SHC, D/CC/ta/7/52, 96.

616 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1929); Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1931, 1939); above, this section, industry.

617 SHC, A/ICHM/1—3, 8—9.
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Early car dealers gave rudimentary lessons but by 1957 there were four driving
schools and five by 1972.%%! In the 2020s there were about 15 ranging from individual

instructors to large businesses. The driving test centre was at Belvedere Road until 1988 and

eventually moved to new premises in Crown Close where it remained in the 2020s.5%
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