ECONOMIC HISTORY: INDUSTRY AND TRADES

Of the wide range of trades and industries practiced in Taunton food processing and cloth
making are probably the oldest and dominated the town’s economy for centuries. Baking,
brewing, spinning, weaving, tanning, sawing, shoemaking, dressmaking, tailoring, and
smithing were important industries from the Middle Ages. Even before the railway arriv
Taunton had good transport links and access to markets and raw materials. In 1821
families 1,281 were engaged in trade, manufacture or craft.! Most industry in Aaurit
home-based even the cloth industry until the advent of the silk mills andsqany man

and apprentices lived with their employers. Children were apprenticed bySheir parents or the

parish. Woollen cloth, leather goods and other manufactureditd produced by the

outworker system rather than in factories even in the 1 and many workers based in

rural areas were dependent on Taunton capitalistg

in their backyards including forges and sa

work.?

and refres ilities for their mainly female workforce and in the years before 1914
ma ctories Were rebuilt with more attention to light, ventilation and regular inspection.

oweyer, 323 factories and workshops were registered in the borough ¢. 1915 and only 136

factgry inspections were carried out.® The food industry was increasingly mechanised

U Census (1821).
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including processed meat and confectionary amid greater concern for hygiene. In the 1960s
and 1970s more than 800 people worked in food processing plants in Taunton.*

The number of factories and workshops registered for inspection had fallen to 181 in
1952 but rose to 243 by 1972.% Large numbers of small workshops and factories were
scattered through the town especially near the railway but by the late 20th century indust
estates were located along the south side of Priorswood Road and at Cornishway in

Hull.®

FOOD AND DRINK

Bakin

In the Middle Ages bakers paid customary dues to the ing John sent his own

wheat and baker to superintend the bread baking % isit 7n 1205 and two were employed
to bake for the bishop’s visit in 1218.” Bak JSealls/in the market and bread shops next to
the market were recorded in 1305.® Bxead

late 13th century bakers were ilySgped for underweight bread, 12 in 1296—7 paying £1

cked by the breadweighers and from the

7s.” A bakery in the Three Cu as licenced in 1565 to make horsebread but in 1570 bakers

complained that four inn aked.'” Bakehouses were common and a threat of fire. As

bread was broug n the market by rural bakers at least in the early 17th century it

6529 baker was accused of keeping a common bakehouse having made no provision for
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safe storage of fuel.!* Few pauper children were apprenticed to the and. a husbandman
accused in 1630 of baking without having been apprenticed was still baking in 1654.'* In
1719 the bakehouse at Pool Wall Mills was let for £8 a year.!

In 1798 bakers claimed the assize of bread was outdated as not relating to the type of
bread most used and not allowing for the costs of grinding and baking or the high duty o
salt. They objected to the seizing of three-day old bread for being underweight, wh
would have lost moisture. Their attempt to establish a bakers company did nogsucce n
1799 seven bakers were fined for underweight bread.'® A baker who weat ban A 1815
owed £5 for flour bought at Bradford mills.!” In 1820 14 bakers weré on Mg electoral register
and in 1824 the flour and bread trade was worth £35,000 a yga: w B0 a large bakehouse

at East Gate was one of the most highly rated premise and at least eight were

recorded in St James parish in 1842.!° The Eastga ery waS still in use in 1859 when it

ber of bakeries and bakers increased

had three large ovens and a 90 ft woodshe

during the 19th century, some specialising its or muffins. In 1841 there were 57

bakers and 24 confectioners bu | there were 86 and 37 respectively.?! Some

bakehouses were sited in bac like that built on the back alley off Victoria Gate in the
1860s or one with a very n off Station Road in the 1870s.?? In 1886 a three-storey
bakehouse was a shop in Bridge Street, which remained a baker’s until 2022 and

by 1897 ¢ 3 woollen factory on the corner of Thomas and Railway streets was a large
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es-Harbin, Quarter Sessions Records, 1625—39, 134; SHC, Q/SR/89/3; D/P/tau.m/13/6/1.

HC, DD/MK/9.

SHC, T/PH/hmy/3; Q/SR/367/4/21—3, 25—6, 28—30.

17 SHC, DD/CH/58.

18 SHC, D/P/tau.m/23/29; DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7.

9 SHC, D/P/tau.ja/13/1/8; DD/SAS/C212/13/1, pp. 48—101.

20 SHC, DD/SP/416 (1859).

2l Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Pigot Dir. (1830); TNA, HO 107/972, 1922—3; RG
9/1617—18; RG 10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG 11/2366—S8; RG 12/1875—7; Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890),
240.

22 SHC, DD/SP/416D/B/ta/24/1/12/418.



bakery and cake factory run by the Adams family who had a shop in North Street.?* To
supply the bakers there was a three-storey grain store in Wood Street by the 1880s and
another was built in 1907.2* The George inn’s outbuildings in Station Road were used as a
grain store c. 1880.%

By 1890 baking was fully mechanised in most bakeries and produced French and

other types of bread as well as standard English loaves. A Welsh bakery in Albemag

also supplied flour to local grocers. 2° There were more than 120 bakers, cakeghaKer?

confectioners in 1901, although some of the latter were retailers only,27 d?2 uses c.

1915.28 The Co-operative Society built a large three-storey bakery in lene Street in
1891 and enlarged it several times before moving c¢. 1960 toa 1 West Co-operative
bakery in Priorswood Road.?® It was then one of the m d in the country producing

200,000 loaves a week as well as confectionary, y qutomafed equipment but employing

over 100 people in 1961.3° The Maynard fzami gkers from at least the 1750s and also

in East Reach in 1946, p the site of the 1920s Tone Valley Cake Company’s

bakehouse.** A: kery remained in business in South Street in the 2020s.
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The number of confectioners including sugar boilers and ice cream makers increased
during the 19th century.>* In 1957 there were three sweet manufacturers, one next to the

butter factory north of Wood Street, but they had closed by the 1970s.%

Butter

The largest manufacturer was Wrights who produced butter from c. 1898 at their b

factory off Kingston Road, employing 14 local men butter-making in 1901.%¢ Jf 191
company handled up to 6,000 gallons of milk daily, less in winter. In 1943 but ing

ceased.’” Cullen and Company run by Charles Blake had a dairy in Port Street in the

1920s before moving to a factory off Wood Street c. 1937.38T Aned in business,
expanding into a neighbouring factory, probably the fi manufacturer, until the
1970s. The building survives in commercial use Hous¥ behind 46 Wood Street.>

Meat Processing

For centuries meat was obtained €rorMybutchers at the market shambles and in the later 16th

century there were complaint

O

c& in 1623.*! Livestock appear to have been kept on Grasscroft by

polluted water and slaughterhouse blood and filth in the

streets.*” Bulls had to be peTore sale for meat and there appears to have been a

slaughterhouse4

the river 4 ) céntury. In 1619 19 butchers were recorded and in 1625 12 men and

were adused of killing animals in Lent.*?
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Despite attempts from the 1790s to get rid of town slaughterhouses they remained

behind butcher’s shops and in residential areas into the 20th century.** One by the old police

station was licenced in 1858 and despite being condemned as a nuisance was allowed to

continue.** A slaughterhouse was built at Rowbarton in 1878 and another in Old Angel Yard,

condemned in the 1840s, was among premises demolished c. 1894 to build Corporation

Stree

t.4 Ten slaughterhouses were registered c. 1915 but only two were licensed.*

the old tram depot was turned into a pig abattoir, which remained in use until £939.

East Reach slaughterhouse was still in use in 1946 and the Wood Streetslaugh e was

converted into an undertaker’s in the later 20th century.*® By 1952, exclufjng the bacon

factory, there were one borough, one government and two pgva

dhterhouses.*

However, by the late 1960s fewer than 1,000 animals ered in town each year,

except at the bacon factory, and in the 1990s ceng

sometimes by bakers rather than butchers.””

ernm&nt took over inspections.>
By the 19th century processed mea g was being made although

der against tripe boiling at premises in

High Street in 1877 only seems,t® hd@g moved the business to East Reach where it was

complained of in 1889.5? In'1 the Wright family of bacon curers built a large new factory

at Rowbarton off Green e to produce milk products and bacon and pack eggs and
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and slaughtered their own pigs and poultry.>* They also tinned and exported hams, brawn and

sausages. Until 1914 they also sold all kinds of poultry wholesale but the war took away

much of their business with the shortage of pigs. In 1919 the company was renamed the West

Somerset Dairy and Bacon Company. During the Second World War 800 pigs a week were

killed and processed, almost all for bacon although some sausages continued to be made,

1943 the firm became a subsidiary of Horlicks Ltd who after 1945 closed the dairy

business.” Curing continued and c. 50,000 pigs were killed annually.>® By thg/1970

business was part of the Brooke Bond Oxo group but kept its Somerwegmbran and

remained a major employer.”’ It closed a few years later and the site Was Xedeveloped for

housing. Dorse’s bacon curers operated in the 1930s and 1940s @ r Holway and had a

shop in High Street.>® In 1983 two meat processors pr n beefburgers and boned

beef, the latter employing over 50 people.>’

Cold Storage

Ice cream was made on an incrgdi ale by confectioners during the 19th century and

55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

SHC, D/B/ta/4/3/2 (1907—38);D/B/ta/24/1/39/46, 475.

SHC, PAM 719 The Horlicks Gossiper (Feb. 1950), 3—4, 6—10.

SHC, C/PHH/169 (1967).

SHC, PAM 1535 Taunton official guide [1973]; D/PC/stapg/7/3, 21.

SHC, D/R/ta/24/1/611.

Som. Business Dir. (1983), 66.

SHC, DD/AY/27.

Goodman’s Taunton Dir. (1887); Taunton Official Handbook and Guide (1931), 58.

SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/67/1289; T/PH/pld/2; D/B/ta/13/3/1, p. 386; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957).



cream was made in Wood Street in 1930.% There were six ice cream manufacturers in the

1950s but only three by the 1960s, two run by Italian families.®*

Wholesale fruit and vegetable distributors

With the loss of market gardens by the early 20th century wholesalers established fruit a
vegetable stores in the town to supply its many greengrocers. Five wholesalers wer

business in the 1950s including one of the oldest, Whites, later Taunton Fruit

Duke Street, supplying their own shops and other independent greengrogers.

supermarkets produced a fall in greengrocers from 20 in the 1950s to*13 Tgthe early 1970s.

@ tzwarren by 1983 but

rly 21st century the

The number of wholesalers fell to three and one had moved

the Duke Street business still employed up to 20 people#

warehouses had closed and in 2021 there was on indepefident greengrocer.®

Malting and Brewing

Increasing quantities of malt w uced in the 13th century and most of the areas malt

was ground at the town and e mills where the tollcorn had risen to 138 gtrs by 1300.%
Ten brewers broke the as 54—35, probably brewing for alehouses or private
households an 677 they paid £6 7s. to the manor for the assize. Common brewers
year or 1s. if they only brewed for a term. Poor brewers paid what

n 1314 a son of Elena la Brewster abjured the realm®® and a brewer was

n3ed fo? counterfeiting in 1473.%° A brewer’s servant died after falling in a vat in 1512 and

6 TNA, RG13/2278; SHC, DD/AY/160.

6 SHC, C/PHH/169 (1952, 1967); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957).

8 Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957). 370—1; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—30, 391; Som. Business Dir. (1983), 51.
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at least five common brewers north and east of the town were in breach of the assize of ale in
1517—18.7° Two in Extra Portam tithing used unsealed measures in 1520.”' The priory
owned a brewery in Canon Street tithing by the 1530s.”

Brewers had their malt from the manor’s mills but during periods of drought priority
was given to grinding other grain. In the 1550s a brewer in St James parish began maltin
grinding malt with a horsemill. In 1607 two common brewers in St James parish in
Alexander Hill had their own horsemills and used imported malt, enabling thefn to u
other brewers.”> A man paid 6s. 8d. for a brewing licence in Canon Stregt.tithifyin gfe 1580s
and 90s.”* A maltster in 1598 was forbidden to light a fire in his new builng until it had
been made safe and three brewers in 1613 were accused of hrewy ¥nfit rooms.”® In 1615

alehouse keepers were forbidden to brew beer for sale it from four men who

were appointed common brewers to make beer fg 2 WincHester gallon.’® Barrels were to

be marked and poor beer replaced.”” Rober A successor of Alexander (d. 1613),
was accused in 1628 and 1630 of selling be8 gally and another brewer charged 5d. a

gallon in 1637.7® The retail pricg©f Ber was fixed at 3d. a quart until the 1660s when it was

raised to 4d.”°

farmer had mal ipplent worth £100 in 1635 and in 1644 a former cordwainer had a

beer shopQg ouse equipped with two mashing vats, a cooling vat and furnace.®

. Brett, Crown Revenues from Som. and Dorset, supp., 87.
73 NA, E134/4Jasl/Mich27; E124/6. ff. 190—2.
SHC, DD/SP/407 (1586, 1592).
5 SHC, DD/SP/49 (May 1598), 50 (Oct. 1613).
6 quarts.
77 E. H. Bates Harbin, Quarter Sessions Records, 1607—1625 (Som. Rec. Soc. 23),
p 144; SHC, DD/SP/52 (Apr. 1637).
8 TNA, PROB 11/123/50; SHC, DD/SP/52 (Apr. 1637); E. H. Bates-Harbin, Quarter Sessions Records,
1625—39 (Som. Rec. Soc 24), 85, 124
7 SHC, DD/SP/43/8, 44.
80 SHC, DD/SP/1635/132, 1644/65.



Valuable stocks of malt and hops were recorded in the later 17th century and in 1667 two
inns were recorded with brewhouses and large numbers of beer butts.3! A brewhouse was
built at the foot of Tone Bridge c. 1677.%> Many wealthy farmers malted and brewed
presumably for a large household and their workers.?} Simon Brocas and his wife sold a

brewery with a house in Paul Street in 1696.%* In 1716 one wealthy innkeeper collected

rainwater in a lead cistern near his brewhouse.®> A brewhouse with furnace and leag
was recorded off East Street in 1798.8° Many public and private houses continfle
their own ale and beer until the mid 19th century mostly on a small scalgafor tIT6§ use,

but a few public houses malted and brewed on a large scale in the 18th cyury.” In 1774

Malthouses at the period were relatively small hind houses such as that of
France Beere who had 400 bu. of barley, dry an his malthouse in 1695 and

whose business was continued by his wido til 1714.%° Another woman kept the

c. 1691.”° William Bidgood built a new

18th cent @ hduse east of the Three Cups in East Street had a malthouse in its garden

Y

DD/SP/1664/64, 1665/7, 1666/19, 23, 43; 1667/4, 1680/76.
, DD/SP/18/48.

.g. SHC, DD/SP/1682/15.
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8 SHC, DD/SP/411 (1798).

87 e.g. SHC, DD/SP/1729/64.

88 SHC, DD/HC/6/1/1.

% SHC, DD/SP/1695/38, 1714/10.

% SHC, DD?SP?423 (1691)

91 SHC. DD/DP/23/8.

%2 TNA, C 11/2202/7; M. Siraut, Som. Wills (Som. Rec. Soc. 89), 32, 143, 157, 213



from the 1720s to 1790s.%* Sir Benjamin Hammet demolished two malthouses, one in Little
Magdalene Lane, after 1780 to create Hammet Street and another in Hunts Court after 1792.%4
Despite these losses five malthouses were recorded in 1784, seven in 1820 and 12 by 1822,
excluding those in Bishops Hull parish, but only three breweries.”> A house on the corner of
Magdalene Lane and Church Square by the Squirrel had been converted to a malthouse b
1819 but was disused by 1838.°° A new malthouse was built in Westgate Street c. 1

was disused by 1876.”7 A malthouse on Kingston Road with a large corn storg/was y
1872 when only five malthouses were recorded.”® Malthouses in East Sgeet an t Lane
were possibly connected with inns but those at Coal Orchard were associdygd with the river
wharves, probably using imported barley. The Cross Keys ag1 % s Street had two
malthouses and a brewery in 1842 but of seven maltho d in St James parish three

were disused at that date.”” There were still 22 p ploy®&d in malting but only 10 in

from 17 to 46.'°° Small malthouses

23 , D/ICH/91/5.
o4 HC, DD/HS/4/2; DD/DP/93/4, 97/1.
Bailey’s British Dir. (1784), 454—5; SHC, D/P/tau.m/23/9; Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3).
%  SHC, DD/AY/6; DD/CH/58.
97 SHC, DD/CWC.ta/unlisted box 4.
% SHC, D/P/tau.m/4/3/10; D/B/ta/24/1/9/266; Morris and Co. Dir. Som. (1872).
% SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/10/316; SHC, DD/SAS/C212/13/1, pp. 51, 66, 95—6.
100 TNA, HO 107/972, RG 12/1875—17.
101 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/21/861, 24/1/22/912; 24/1/30/85; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889, 1894); SHC, A/DIF/116/223
(22496).
12 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/225/14295.



serve the brewery. It was retained by Starkey’s after they closed the brewery but in 1965 the
kilns were removed. It became a warehouse and in the early 21st century was converted into
flats.!03

In 1824 the brewery trade, including retailing, was worth £30,000 a year.'** Five
breweries were recorded c. 1840, but they increased in size, often did their own malting

produced bottled as well as barrelled beer by the later 19th century.'% Bottles were

and brewers had bottle washing facilities.!?® Traditional brewhouses attached #6 pubfhoufes
were probably operated by the publican and his household and only for gstail s 877 21
publicans still described themselves as brewers but more public houses acquired and
supplied by commercial brewers.!%” The brewhouse at the Wag®on andfHorses in East Reach
was converted to a clubroom in the 1870s but a new br s built at the George in
High Street in 1884.1%8

Two breweries were recorded in E 8 (Pne was probably begun in the late

18th century by maltster John White whose built a public house in the 1840s on the

site of the Victoria Gate. The b losed in the 1860s.!1” Mary Street brewery was

started c. 1809 by Thomas Ja ehind his mother’s public house, the Bird in Hand.!!! It
was horse-powered in 18 1872 it was a steam brewery and aerated water factory.!!?

brewery before 1882 when he entered into partnership with

George Hagb

ey took the plant for their Canon Street brewery and sold the Mary

UG/5/3/2; D/B/ta/24/1/169/10229, 10234.
DD/SAS/C795/BA/9/7 (1824).
son’s Dir. Som. (1839); Pigot Dir. (1842); Morris and Co. Dir. Som. (1872).
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M. Miles, Perfectly Pure (2007), 79—99.
108 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/12/412, 24/1/19/763.
109 Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Harrison, Harrad and Co., Dir. Som. (1859); PO Dir. Som. (1861).
110 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/7; DD/SAS/C212/13/1, pp 71—2; Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—23); Pigot
Dir. (1830); Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839); Pigot Dir. (1842); SHC, DD/DP/69/8; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1861).
1L SHC, Q/RLa/19/10; DD/SAS/C795/TN/174; Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Robson’s Dir.
Som. (1839); Pigot Dir. (1842); Harrison, Harrad and Co., Dir. Som. (1859).
12 Miles, Perfectly Pure, 81, 90; PO Dir. Som. (1861); Morris and Co. Dir. Som. (1872).
13 SHC, DD/CH/110/11.
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Street site with a proviso against brewing.!!* Most of the buildings survive converted to other
uses.

John Clitsome, grocer, maltster, brewer and liquor dealer presumably built the
brewery in Jarman’s Court before 1789.!!'> Known as the Taunton Ale Brewery it closed

between 1807 and 1823. It was acquired by the market trustees in 1831 and demolished

enlarge the pig market.!'® In the 1870s a new Fore Street brewery was built but breyf
Payne was bankrupt by 1886 owing almost £9,000.'""
The Middle Street brewery was run by baker and maltster Tho Dur in/1852
and his widow was still baking in the 1860s.!'® The house, bakehouse, mMghouse and
brewery were sold before 1872 to William Trotman and Cogapai specialised in bottled

ale and porter.'!” In 1877 it was taken over by George d became known as the

Canon Street brewery.!?* In the 1880s it expanded wo faPer furniture workshops and

in 1882 built an aerated water plant.'*! It a démolished the St James almshouses
in 1897 for a new aerated water factory an ed a site between Middle and St James’s

Streets apart from two houses. , then Hanbury and Cotching, produced ales, beer and

stout and owned many public Ngfises and agencies in towns from Torquay to Cardiff.!?> A

house in Middle Street w s offices and spirit stores. Brewing ceased in 1921 when
the whole com ment were offered for sale but did not reach the reserve price.
The site s Hquor stores until it closed in 1923.!2* It was sold to Starkey, Knight

and pany With hops, sugar, malt, hogsheads of beer, up to 40 kinds of bottled fruit wines

14 C, A/BUG/5/3/6; Miles, Perfectly Pure, 81.
115 ondon Met. Archives, MS 11936/360/554292.
SHC, A/CHM/2; A/DJT/2; D/P/tau.m/4/3/9—10.
17 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883); SHC, A/BU/5/3/6; Miles, Perfectly Pure (2007), 86.
18 Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); SHC, D/P/tau.ja/13/1/8; Pigot Dir. (1842); PO Dir. Som. (1861, 1866).
119 Morris and Co. Dir. Som. (1872).
120 SHC, A/BUG/5/3/6.
121 SHC, DD/KIT/1/13; D/B/ta/24/1/17/657.
122 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/16/635; Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883—94); Industrial Great Britain (c. 1890), 234; soc.hist.,
almshouses.
123 SHC, A/BUG/5/3/2, 5; D/R/ta/34/9/3 p 85; DD/HCK/6/2/20.



and spirits, aerated waters, a wide variety of syrups, 56 1b of ginger root, a cooperage, labels
and other paperwork.'?* Starkey’s wanted the tied houses but not another brewery and the site
was sold again in 1925 with a covenant against the manufacture of intoxicating liquors or
aerated waters.!? It was mostly cleared for a commercial garage but some buildings were
occupied by a small garment factory and a taxi firm.'?® In the early 21st century part of t
site was a post office

The St James’s brewery may have its origins in the 17th-century St Jagfies St t

was held by the Stone family by 1767 and in 1845 they had a house, brgmery,

malthouses, warehouse, counting houses, stabling and wharf.!?® Mary ain the last member

of the family leased and c.. 1885 sold the brewery to John S Stogumber brewery
with a malthouse and cottages.'?® Sloman built a new ed brewery but ceased
malting but 1889 sold it with a number of local ousesXo Sydney and Frank Hatch and

it became known as the West Somerset bre 95 there was an aerated water

factory on site and the brewery prodyced a Ge of 2,028 barrels a year.'*! In 1897 it was

taken over by Arnolds of Rowbafton¥g decrease competition and acquire the many tied

houses.'3? They closed the br: c. 1899 when it had 170 ft of river bank, a two-storey

brewery, an aerated wate ,engine, boiler house and 66 ft chimney, an artesian well,

two paved celldr® 0 ft, a three-storey malthouse, stables, offices, storerooms, a four-

bedroo dardens and houses on St James Street and in number 4 court.!>® By

brewely was let to the Swansea Hide and Skin company and others and the

A/BUG/5/2/2.

C, DD/AY/173.

HC, A/BUG/5/3/1; D/B/ta/unlisted (factory inspection cards).

SHC, Q/SO/7/19.

128 SHC, Q/REI/35/25b; Q/Rup/192; Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Pigot Dir. (1830, 1842);
Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852).

129 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); SHC, D/P/tau.m/13/1/8; DD/HS/1/4; Pigot Dir. (1842);
Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); Harrison, Harrad and Co., Dir. Som. (1859); Wilts and Swindon HC, 1075/001/396.
130 Wilts and Swindon HC, 1075/001/396. Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1894).

131 Wilts and Swindon HC, 1075/001/396 (1895).

132 SHC, A/BUG/5/3/5.

133 SHC, DD/CH/32.



malthouse was a store.'** In the later 20th century the brewery was demolished except for the

house which became the offices and café of the Brewhouse Theatre, which was built on the

site. !

In 1876 Stephen Arnold opened the Rowbarton brewery on the site of the 1853

manure works east of Kingston Road. In 1884 a new artesian well provided 2,000 gallon

water per hour.!%¢ In 1898—9 having taken over the West Somerset Brewery the fi

incorporated as SW Arnold and Sons Ltd.!*” In 1927 they merged with Willi an d

Sons of Wiveliscombe to form Arnold and Hancock in 1955 they were taken o sher’s

Wiltshire Brewery Ltd and ceased brewing at Rowbarton, which became®distribution centre.

In 1964 Usher’s were taken over by Watney Mann who closgd §

was cleared for housing.

been made on Taunton farms and a few retga

than produced.'*! Cider was

By the 1930s cider consu

much beer. !4

8. 1980. '8 The site

Two manufacturers of British wine were } 1852.1%° Although cider had

n the 19th century most commercial

made at a former cake factory in Rowbarton c. 1914.142

Taunton was falling and public houses sold four times as

1144

was produced commercially by 184 and during the later 19th century

soda water and lemonade and aerated waters increased, originally at
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breweries. By 1883 John Fewings had established his Guildford Place factory on the stream
north of Pool Wall Mills. It remained in the family until it closed c. 1922.'* Charles Price
had an aerated water factory in Saracen’s Head yard in 1899.!4¢ There was a soft drink

manufacturer in Palmerston Road in 1972.'47

TALLOW AND SOAP

The name Waxmaker may indicate medieval candle making'*® but most candl¢s wo
been of tallow, which was used as an industrial lubricant and in makin rds
industrial and household use. A large quantity of tallow would have Com®&§rom the

slaughtering of animals for the shambles and chandlers had gtal 1753."% A man

forbidden to melt tallow in his chamber in 1629 was pr andler.!>® Recorded

chandlers from the mid 17th century included a pfan'Sgho left Kis son his soap and tallow

furnaces worth £12 and had tallow and soap 1662."5" In 1684 two chandlers

c. 1700 in St James parish.!

e and female tallow chandlers and soapboilers took paying apprentices
during the 18th century inclu. ippincott and Spiller families.'> Matthew Toulmin built a
warehouse or s Street probably between 1802 and 1806 for melting tallow for

hahdler and took two apprentices in 1807.'%° Two chandleries on the

his trade 4

’s Dir. Som. (1883, 1914); SHC, D/R/ta/34/9/3, p. 51.

ly’s Dir. Som. (1899).

Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1972—3).

SHC, T/PH/hps/1.

149 SHC, D/B/ta/31/5/3 (1753).

130 SHC, DD/SP/51 (Sep. 1629)

151 SHC, Q/SR/86/35, 344; TNA, KB27/1669, m.823d: www/waalt.uh.edu/indexphp/KB27 accessed May
2021; Webb, Som. Wills (Som. Rec. Soc. 94), pp. 280—1; M. Siraut, Somerset Wills (Som. Rec. Soc. §9), 115.
152 SHC, DD/SAS/C112/17.

153 SHC, D/P/ta.ja/2/1/8.

15 TNA, IR1/45 (1718); IR 1/48, p. 125; IR 1/50, pp. 84, 271; IR 1/54, p. 88; IR 1/64, p. 178; IR 1/72, p. 14.
155 SHC, DD/SP/416; TNA, IR1/40, p. 107; IR1/72, p. 94.



north side of East Street were very offensive in the early 19th century.!>® There were candle
factories near Hunts Court ¢. 1830 and near the river in 1845, a chandler in North Street and a
manufacturer of soap and candles in East Street in 1864 but a plan for another in East Reach
that year was turned down by the local board as the trade was offensive.'>” Wax candles were
made in 1842 but with the rise of oil and gas lighting only three chandlers were recorded 4
1871.158

The cloth industry needed soap and a pannier load was the subject of gfdispu
1615.1%° A prosperous soap boiler in 1675 had a newly extended house yith a th
chests of soap and scales and a soap shop with a furnace. Even the ash wiworth £10 as
fertiliser.'®® Soap making was dangerous and two men were proge 1677 for erecting a

soap house and making ‘great fires’ next to dwellings. e industry was a heavy

user of soap to clean out the train oil used before ing and’in 1693 97 Taunton

clothmakers signed a petition against a propes k.12 Two soap makers were on the

1774 poll.'®® Three manufacturers were recOyd 1822 and four in 1830 when Taunton

produced 57,028 1b rising to 66,002 Wyin 1832.1%* A soap factory in Little Magdalene Lane

was offensive in the early 19tMgéntury."® Blacking was being made locally in 1891.16°

LEATHER

b large butcher’s market was a plentiful supply of skins for tanning. It was

and the manorial borough officers included three, later two, searchers and

Idsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 10, 16; SHC, DD/TAC/2/3/2 (1829).

, Q/Rup/192; D/B/ta/24/1/5/116; Goodmans Dir. Taunton (1864), 30, 106.

158 igot Dir. (1842); TNA, HO 107/972, 1922—3; RG9/1617—18; RG10/2370—2, 2374—5.
SHC, DD/SP (Sep. 1615).

160 SHC, DD/SP/1675/30.

161 SHC, DD/SP/18/49.

162 SHC, DD/SF/13/2/19.

163 SHC, DD/HC/6/1/1.

164 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Pigot Dir. (1830); .Account of all Soap made in each town of Gt

Britain 1830—2, Parl Papers, 3.

165 Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 10, 16; SHC, DD/TAC/2/3/2 (1829).

166 TNA, RG12/1877.



sealers of leather and two searchers of green skins, who continued to be appointed in the
early 21st century.!®” Under an Act of 1563 special courts were held by the portreeves to deal
with poor quality leather and damaged hides. In the early 17th century the tryers comprised
curriers, tanners and shoemakers and offenders were often rural tanners.'®® Horse hides
appear to have been tanned as a tanner was presented for laying horse carrion in the stree

1635.1%° Hides were still brought to the market in the late 19th century when they wgé

regarded as a nuisance.!”® The Taunton Hide and Skin Market was in St Jameg”s

1914 but later a hide market was established at Tangier.!"!

Tanners and curriers were recorded from the late 13th centu d a Taunton

presumably country tanners and leather workers

green skins or leather in Taunton market.!”

corn market in 1354 and one builta s

57; A/CTP/6/6; AIDWX/8/11; A/EDJ/5/1.
Feb. 1611), 51(1628/9), 52 (1631, 1637), 61/3.

C, T/PH/win 1288—9, 1290—1; F. Dickinson, Kirby’s Quest etc (Som. Rec. Soc. 3), 127; E. Green,

Feet ¢f Pines 1307—46 (Som. Rec. Soc. 12), 149; TNA, CP40/466, image 945d; /621, images 410, 1721; 907,

imagg 1266: at waalt.uh.edu/index.php/CP40 accessed May 2021; Feet of Fines 1399—1485 (Som. Rec. Soc.
7123; SHC, DD/PM/7/2/3; D/B/bw/1375; TNA, C1/27/164., 1472—3.

173 SHC, D/B/bw/674.

174 SHC, DD/X/HUN/6/2, photos of BL, Harl MS 408, ff. 212—13; T/PH/win 1334—35, 1338—9, 1347—S8,

1353—4, 1409—10.

175 T .B. Dilks, Bridgwater Borough Records (Som. Rec. Soc. 48), 118—19; TNA, C1/27/164.
176 TNA, CP40/561, 618, 621, 64, 685, 732, 768, 776, 853, 890.

177 SHC, T/PH/win 1298—29.

178 SHC, D/P/tau.m/2/1/2.

179 SHC, DD/SP/1723/36.



rack field where there was a lime pit and a ditch in which the skins were washed.'®” In 1761 a
tanner was accused of failing to pay duties on the hides he had tanned.'®! By 1762 a wealthy
fellmonger had acquired property and set up two sons as a haberdasher and a weaver in
London.'® In 1774 50 leatherworkers were recorded on a poll mainly shoemakers and
curriers but also saddlers and a glover.'®* However, by 1810 there were 89 shoemakers a

28 others.'®* Curriers including women were active during the 19th century when thé

usually up to 10.'%
Although fellmongers and curriers were found in several streets jannin
business that required water and to be located preferably east of the town¥® John Ackland

®

Over Stowey, tanner, who

established a tannery beside the Stockwell Stream at the nor of Tancred Street

behind the New Meeting. By 1774 it was leased by Jo
invested £600 in the business and whose brother ~ a Taunton currier, was to run
it for £42 a year.'®” In 1775 it was released / 1816) whose son Charles (d. 1825)
left it to his sister Mary, wife of John Lidd s probably managed by William Eeles.!88
In 1827 Henry Cox established 2&ma} tannery adjoining Poole’s on the north and in 1834

bought 50 ton of oak bark for the same year gave up the business.'® The yard appears

to have been absorbed in S, which was acquired before 1839 by Robert Parsons who

had a currier’s ast Street by 1822.1°° He bought adjoining land in 1845 and

rebuilt hido Edst Street, extending its back yard to the tannery, which could be

Q/SR/330/2/6.
C, DD/BD/27.
183 HC, DD/SAS/C795/TN/22.
SHC, D/P/tau.m/23/29.
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186 London Met. Archives, MS 11936/391/608443; Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3).
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188 SHC, DD/CH/22; Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); SHC, DD/CH/74/8, 10.
189 Pigot Dir. (1830); SHC, DD/CH/74/8, 10; Taunton Courier, 13 Nov. 1834 (deaths column); BNA
accessed 20 Sep. 2021.
190 Pigot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Robson’s Dir. Som. (1839).
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accessed from either East or Tancred streets and by 1861 employed 22 men and four boys.'"!
In 1864 he built a large bark shed and by 1874 had three and was using steam power.!'*> The
tannery continued as Richard Parsons and Sons and later Parsons and Harvey until 1888
when Edward Lyne Parsons sold the Tancred and East Street premises separately. The
tannery in Tancred Street then comprised three bark houses, the largest 63 ft by 40 ft, a t

storey mill house, warehouses, lime houses and twelve lime pits, eight liquor pits fof

skins, an engine house with 90 ft chimney, and two large steam-heated dryingffooms$
was acquired by and amalgamated with French’s tannery, which lay alojpg its
boundary although the two yards were still known as the Taunton and Frdgh’s in 1901.!%4

@v and c. 1829

cred Street sometimes

James French and Son were fellmongers in East Rea

William French moved the business to premises in a ¢

called Frenchay or French Hay Place, which he hat y4r for £700.!%° He built an
office block in 1829 and in the 1840s insta gine, which was still on the premises
when they were demolished in 1985.1% Tw lliam’s sons Edmund and William Charles

continued the business and werg ®lsOfgoolstaplers, glovers and gaiter makers but by 1861

concentrated on sheepskins. ¢ of the women making leather gaiters and leggings later

may have worked for tw d gaiter manufacturers.'”’ One firm, Martin and Carnes,

glovers and legg emained in business until 1957 or later.'®

Jizg & paftnership of Edmund and William Charles French was liquidated and
th ard offdfed for sale but although they sold off other property they retained the
n . Mtred French, son of William, took on the tannery in partnership with William

)

SHC, DD/CH/22; Slater’s Dir. Som. (1852); PO Dir. Som. (1861); TNA, RG9/1617.
192 SHC, D/B/ta/24/1/5/147; DD/CH/22.
193 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1883); SHC, DD/CH/22 (1888); DD/SAS/C2273/1/T1/21.
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DD/HS/4/2; DD/SAS/C212/MAP/148.
196 pSANHS CXXIX (1985), 29.
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198 Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1889—1923); Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957).




Stenlake, expanding into the former Parson’s yard to the north. Under the business name E.

and W.C. French they leased both premises including cottages, steam engine and machinery

from Edmund and William and after 1901 from the new owner John Hayman of Holford.!”®

In the later 19th century the company usually employed c. 30 male and 50 female workers,

the latter probably all outworkers sewing the industrial gloves, which was a major part o

company’s output.”?® Outworkers from a wide area formed most of the 120 workers

in 1875.2°! By 1891 they were producing chamois leather.?> In 1897 they suryive

that destroyed the boiler and bark houses but they also had buildings to Jane a skins,

dry wool, boil glue, store bark and chamois leather and sort gloves. Theygquired a new

drying house, boiler, engine house and 75-ft chimney in 1903.”§ B0 the tannery

comprised offices with domestic accommodation over,

ey block of cutting and

sewing rooms, a two-storey curing shed, a leath e rooll, stores, bark house, engine

house, an old cottage used for storage with_s
In 1922 besides the tanyard the company oW

extended again c. 193

using both local and imp

pber drying shed and tanning pits.**

geveral neighbouring houses and was

3 205

For much of the 20t the tannery specialised in producing tanned sheepskin,

ins, for industrial gloves, dressing various skins for slippers

and gloves and er aprons. During the two world wars they made naval and

Ve

’s railway gloves and anti flash gauntlets. The gloves were sewn by
fn a 20-mile radius. Only c. 50 men worked on site, mainly log-serving and

(0 as’the work was dirty and unpopular with young men. There was no canteen and they

199
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took their breaks in the boiler room where they could smoke.?*® Industrial gloves continued to
be a major product but in the later 20th century they specialised in sueded sheepskin for
clothing and still employed more than 50 people in 1983.27 However, the business closed in

1985 and the industrial buildings were demolished.?*

Gloving L
Glovers were recorded from the 14th century and Gloverstreet was recorded i 1360 JA
prosperous glover in 1668 had leather skins and gloves valued at over £20 an ding in

the market.>!° Another in 1683 had 884 pairs of gloves for adults and* chiRfgen made of calf,

lamb, sheep, kid, horse and dog skin, an unspecified quantity ofgb ahd coloured gloves

some with cordovan, oil or chamois finishes and more tural and coloured skins.

18th centuries.>!* A woman cOgfer'in 1740 was possibly curing skins for gloves and

Elizabeth Newbury glov Street in 1830 was presumably putting out and
retailing.?> M tinued to be recorded but put out work or cut the leather, as

sewing gl anJexclusively female occupation by the 19th century if not earlier.?'® In

A/DIF/79/1; DD/SIAS/68—70; D/P/wilt/23/41.

C, A/APN/2/6; PAM 1535; Som. Business Dir. (1983), 93.

HC, A/AWI1/220.

SHC, T/PH/win 1307—38, 1360—1; TNA, CP40/861, image 563; 890, image 1502; 907, image 808:
www/waalt.uh.edu/indexphp/CP40 accessed May 2021; SHC, Q/SR/18/54—S5, 33/30; 150/11.
210 SHC, DD/SP/1668/56.

21t SHC, DD/SP/1683/25.

212 SHC, DD/SP/1683/27.

213 A. Webb, Som. Wills I (Som. Rec. Soc. 94), 126.

214 SHC, D/P/tau.m/13/6/1; TNA, IR1/48, p. 88; IR1/50, p. 84; IR1/58, p. 4; IR1/64, p. 143.
215 SHC, Q/SR/308/167; Pigot Dir. (1830).

216 SHC, DD/HC/6/1/1; D/P/tau.m/23/29.



1837 women gloving could earn 84. to 11d. a day and girls 2d. or more.?!” It was hand work

until the late 1850s and silk and cotton gloving continued to be had sewn in the late 19th

century.?!8

In 1861 not only were E. and W.C. French producing industrial gloves but Thomas

Taylor was a commission agent for cloth and leather gloves employing most of the 193

female glovers and 26 male cutters but at least 34 women were making silk gloves.

1855 Thomas Taylor had built a glove factory in Back Bridge Street later rengfne

Place.?”® He extended it in 1859 and employed 60 workers in 1871.%%! Ipal875 datwo

storey block of warerooms to his factory. Of the ¢.600 people he was‘theMgaid to employ,

probably an exaggeration, almost all were countrywomen ogwtw @ 1881 he only

employed nine men at the factory.??? French’s also dre i orkers increasingly from

the countryside and the number of people gloving
men in 1871 to 51 women and 10 men in 1§

machines.??* Leather parers and cutters ma

RuntonXell from 178 women and 18

Y date most of the women were using

orked at the glove factory or for

shoemakers.??* Thomas Taylor bugRgland off Staplegrove Road, on which Richmond Road

was laid out, and sold part on

furnisher

Pro

puilder in 1883 presumably to finance a new factory. By

AMlePof Bridge Street.””> Additional buildings were provided in 1923.22°

ion conffnued until 1957 or later when the firm moved into china retailing in their
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1929 warehouse, since demolished and the factory was used for storage and later as flats.?*’

Ewens and Company started work in the First World War and leased Tone Bridge
House in 1918. After the building became Deller’s café they moved into former warehouses
nearby where they remained until the 1970s. They had a small workforce of ¢. 30 including
outworkers making high quality fitted leather gloves which could not be produced with

machines.?*?

Shoemaking

Shoemakers were recorded in the early 15th century.?? Late 17th-centuryghoes and offcuts

were dumped behind houses in Mill Lane.?*° Many cordwaiger 7th and 18th

centuries ha market stalls.>*! Shoemakers paid 8d. for market and in 1870 they

In 1830 34 shoemakers were re any of whom would have employed others as in

1831 123 shoemakers were re d in St Mary’s parish alone.?*> In 1841 there were 283

82 in 1851 of whom over a quarter were women.>*® The

ly’s Dir. Som. (1927); SHC, DD/FIV/1/40; DD/CWC.ta/unlisted acc. no. G/2468; R.P. Elliott,
ton: an urban study’, TS Durham BA geog. dissertation c. 1966, 19—20; .A/APN/2/6; Kelly’s Dir.
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and by 1890 there was one patten and clog maker but it was a sideline to his brush trade. In
1864 only two shoe shops were recorded and 43 shoemaking businesses employed c. 360
people but the increase in factory-produced shoes saw a fall in numbers of shoemakers to 94
by 1891, only two of them women, and probably many were shoe menders rather than
makers.?*’ John Bale, whose business was established in 1809, still made sports shoes a

anatomical boots in the 1890s.2*® Most retailers like Massingham’s store at 22—3

Q
and his West of England Boot and Shoe Company on The Bridge bought in théir foofyga
even importing from abroad. Smaller firms like Norman’s of Hammet ets oyed

shoemakers and sold hand-made boots and shoes in 1890.2%° There were 9§ shoemakers and

repairers recorded in 1901 but during the 20th century shoeggakii aYcraft disappeared
except for repairs and even that declined from 15 busi i 7 to six in 1972 and fewer
by 2000.%4

Saddlery

Saddlers were recorded in the e century.”*! A saddler in 1725 sold saddles, including
an expensive mourning saddl ions, everything needed for riding and grooming a horse

including whips, saddle collars and portmanteaus.?*? Several saddlers were at work

in the early 18t ably the Coles family.?** A few horse harness and collar makers

were recefgle mid 18th century notably the Reeves family who turned to carriage

237 igot, London and Provincial Dir. (1822—3); Harrison, Harrad and Co., Dir. Som. (1859); Goodmans Dir.
unton (1864), 77; PO Dir. Som. (1866); TNA, RG9/1617—18; RG10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG11/2366—S8;

RG12/1875—7; Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 53.

28 Taunton of Today (1896), iii.

2% SHC, A/DIF/44; Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 30.

240 TNA, RG13/2276—38; Kelly’s Dir. Taunton (1957), 340; (1972—3), 418.

21 TNA, CP40/618, image 654; 705, image 33; 895, image 84: at waalt.uh.edu/index.php/CP40 accessed May

2021; Cal. Close, 1441—7, 388.

242 SHC, DD/SP/1725/22.

243 TNA, IR1/14, p-34; IR1/24, p. 147; IR1/41, p. 325; IR1/46, p. 137; IR1/47, p. 140; IR1/58, p. 164.



building.?** In the 19th century there were usually c. 20 saddlers and harnessmakers at
work.?*> One appears to have made factory belts in the 1790s.%*° At least two early 19th-
century saddlery businesses were still in existence in 1890.%*7 Leather breeches were also

made especially in the early 19th century.?*
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244 SHC, DD/DP/59/12; DD/HC/6/1/1; TNA, IR1/20, p. 10; IR1/21, p. 148; IR1/67, p. 114, 162; IR1/68, p.
158.

25 Pigot Dir. (1830); TNA, HO 107/972, 1922—3; RG9/1617—18; RG10/2370—2, 2374—5; RG11/2366—
8; RG12/1875—17.

246 SHC, D/P/tau.m/23/3.

24T Where to Buy: Taunton (1890), 51, 54.

28 Goldsworthy, Recollections of Old Taunton, 13.



