



KILMINGTON
Kilmington parish, in Somerset until 1896, lies on the eastern edge of the former Selwood forest bordered by the parishes of Brewham, Witham Friary, Maiden Bradley, Mere and Stourton. As Yarnfield in Maiden Bradley and Brook and Gasper in Stourton were also in Somerset only about half the parish bordered on Wiltshire before 1896.
 The church is about 4 miles north-west of Mere, five miles east of Bruton and six miles north-east of Wincanton, as the crow flies. The parish is four miles wide at its widest in the south but only about one and a half mile from north to south. The parish was assessed at 2,750 a. (1,113 ha.) in 1841 but 2,876 a. (1,164 ha.) in 1901. Although there does not appear to have been any major alteration to the boundary there were differences over small areas when the meresmen reported to the Ordnance Survey in the 1880s and the latter probably measured the area more accurately than previous surveyors.

The parish was bounded on the west by a steep, narrow, wooded strip of clay between the Jurassic beds of the former forest and the upper greensand that underlies most of Kilmington parish providing a good sandy loam. On the north steep-sided Long Knoll, also known as Knowle Hill, reaches a high point of 288 m. (945 ft)on the old county boundary. The land slopes eastward and southward from between 245 and 280 m (804—918 ft) on the western and northern boundaries to 160 m. (525 ft) in the south east before rising again to White Sheet Hill although its upper parts (reaching 241m. (802 ft) are beyond the boundary. Long Knoll and White Sheet hill are composed of chalk as is the land immediately around them. The parish has no natural boundaries except the top of Long Knoll ridge but the southern boundary is marked by an ancient highway. The source of the river Wylye is at Brachers Well or Blatchwell in Kilmington. The river runs north of Kilmington Street, above ground in places, before disappearing underground to reappear beyond Coombe Barn Farm near the eastern boundary.

COMMUNICATIONS

The road along the southern boundary, variously known as Harroway, Tower Road, Long Lane and White Sheet Lane, a continuation of Hardway in Brewham, was clearly part of an important route from Bruton and Castle Cary in Somerset to Hindon and Salisbury in Wiltshire. It may be an older route as it appears to link the Fosse way in Somerset with Old Sarum and the Winchester road and it passes the iron-age hillfort on White Sheet Hill. It was provided with milestones in 1750 and was turnpiked by the Wincanton Trust under an Act of 1756 as far west as Kilmington Common. The presence of public houses and smithies indicated that it was widely used including by drovers. Although it remained a main road in 1896 by then traffic used the road through Mere and in 1893 it was a grass-grown lane between Kilmington Common and White Sheet Hill.
 In the mid 20th century it was described as the Old London Road or Roman Road.
 A section is used to give access to a carpark at White Sheet and the route forms part of the Leland Trail. West of Kilmington Common, the section now known as Tower Road, was never turnpiked. Another ancient route, partly known as Cokers Lane and Harepit Lane, appears to have divided Kilmington from Norton Ferris running south-east from Huntersway, the old road along the east of Selwood forest, via Berkeley Farm to Long Lane.
 
The main routes within the parish today run north—south from Yarnfield via Kilmington Common and from Warminster and Maiden Bradley via Norton Ferris to Stourton and beyond. The two are linked in the parish by Cote Lane, recorded in 1738
 and classed as a private road in 1821, and Kilmington Street from which Church Lane runs north to join Butts Lane, the original route from Yarnfield. Butts Lane, which ran south from Dead Woman’s Corner, possibly marking a roadside burial, past the church and across the common to the present Tower Road, formed part of the main road from London to Barnstaple in 1675 and was known as Bradley Road in 1821. The northern section remains in use as a local road but the south-western section, was classed as a private road in 1821 and known as Green Ride in 1904, is now a bridlepath. In 1675 Church Lane appears to have continued beyond the church across the common and Huntersway to Witham Friary and further south another road across the common to Brewham was still in use in 1795 but was classed as a private road to the parish gravel pit in 1821.
 The roads across the common including the road from Yarnfield appear to have been unfenced. It may have been one of these roads that before the disafforestation of Selwood cost carts 4d. and packhorses 1d. to cross in summer with both carts and packsaddles being branded.
 
Before 1736 the Yarnfield road was diverted west away from the church in a straight line south east across the common and Long Lane towards Stourton. Still called New Road, it replaced Butts Lane, and may have led to the development of the settlement called Kilmington Common.
 Although not turnpiked it is shown as a main road in 1822, having been made into a stoned road in 1815 at a cost of £179 to the earl of Ilchester, following inclosure.
 In 1896 Mere Rural District wanted it to be officially classified as a main road because it was used by the inhabitants of several parishes to get to the railway station at Witham, which was as close as the railway came to Kilmington
.
The other main north—south road traversed the parish through Norton Ferris where it crosse two lanes including Harepit Lane which continued eastwards as Field Lane meeting near the boundary before continuing to Kingston Deverill.
 The road was turnpiked by the Wincanton Trust in 1798 as far as the northern boundary and was a main road from 1880. The milestone at Norton Ferris gave distances to Maiden Bradley and Frome.
 There were two turnpike gates in the parish; Yarnfield in the north, demolished c. 1876 and Norton on the road to Maiden Bradley.
 Strangely there was no gate to the turnpiked Long Lane.
A network of lanes originally crossed the fields and commons, some of which survive as tracks and footpaths. The closure of one such way caused friction with the Hartgills in the mid 16th century.
 By the 20th century the upkeep of these lanes and paths was sometimes a matter of contention between the local authority and landowners.
 Kilmington Street was plagued by winter flooding in the early 20th century and in 1916 direction posts were requested.


As late as the mid 20th century Kilmington had no bus or other transport services.
 In the early 21st century there were bus services to Frome, Gillingham, Warminster, Mere, Salisbury and Trowbridge but only five each way per week on Tuesday to Friday.

SETTLEMENT

White Sheet Hill on the south-east boundary contains several earthworks from the Neolithic to the Iron Age some of which fall within the parish. However, an undated but probably c. 1600
 perambulation of Norton Ferris manor refers to the boundary as passing over or between ‘great barrows’, a stone called white cross, stone heaps by the ‘castle side’ and ditches.
 A Neolithic causewayed camp and a second possible Neolithic enclosure lie either side of the down. The former is cut into by the old road to Hindon and by a barrow. Several dykes, of uncertain date may have been designed to protect access to the hill but are crossed by the same road. Sir Richard Colt Hoare excavated four possible Bronze-Age barrows on the downs and Bronze-Age flint tools have been found in the area. Hoare is also said to have opened the Bronze-Age barrows on top of Long Knoll and at Jacks Castle Tumulus on the south-westen boundary.
 A few Neolithic flints and one Roman tessera were found near Kilmington Common.


The names of Kilmington and Norton imply settlement well before Domesday. Kilmington includes the personal name Cynhelm but it is not clear if Norton was north of a settlement within the parish or outside.
 The parish has probably always been an area of scattered farmsteads mainly along the road from the church south west along the present Kilmington Street and turning north past Berkeley Farm and up through Norton Ferris. A few farms like Homestalls lay away from this line of settlement. Norton Ferris appears to have been the more populous tithing at least until the mid 17th century but later seems to have shrunk to several farmsteads and dependent cottages.
 At some date, probably from the early 17th century encroachment began on Kilmington Common and by 1792 there were 17 encroachments including several cottages west of New Road. 
 There was also considerable cottage settlement east of New Road along the boundary of the common, including the Silk House and a few houses, which survive. Possibly they accommodated people dispossessed by the absorption of small farms into larger during the 18th century.
 At the 1821 inclosure after repeated attempts to get them thrown open the old encroachments were accepted as old inclosures and additionally the strip of common between the road and the cottages along the east side was allocated as garden plots.
 
The only houses known to predate 1700 are the farmhouses now known as the Manor House and Norton Ferris Farm, and possibly Homestalls and they have all been greatly altered.
 Cote Lane farmhouse is probably c. 1700 and several 18th-century houses and cottages survive notably The Silkhouse near Cote Lane, Endford and Manor Farm in Kilmington Street and Norton Manor Farm.
 The last post office was kept in a cottage on the south side of Kilmington Street built in 1781 as a pair of cottages.
 At that date there were c. 75 houses in the parish built of stone and thatched, as the older houses still are, but only 15 houses were in Norton Ferris.
 During the 19th and 20th centuries infill development, redevelopment of farmsteads such as Street Farm and other existing sites has produced a denser concentration of housing along Kilmington Street and also large numbers of farmbuildings and workshops have been lost throughout the parish.


In 1910 many houses were in poor repair, some were condemned, in ruins or converted to other uses. Low two and four-roomed cottages were common.
 Houses were still largely of stone and thatch or tile as were non-domestic buildings; brick and slate were rare. Ruins were recorded at Norton Ferris, but mainly in Kilmington Street and Common.
 Nearly all the cottage property at the Common was replaced in the 20th century.  There were 9 derelict houses c. 1920 and two fit only for demolition when it was proposed that the district council should build a block of four houses and two pairs of semi-detached houses. Cost was probably the cause of delay and the block of four was completed north of Kilmington Street near Street Farm only in 1928 and one pair of semis was added in 1936.
 It was agreed to build further houses in 1939.
 From the 1930s to 1950s several new houses and bungalows were built on or between existing plots but in 1951 of 78 houses only nine were totally satisfactory, 15 were suitable for rural workers’ housing, 17 had minor defects, 34 required repair and structural alterations and three were beyond repair.
 By the 1980s there were 20 local authority houses including eight flats and two pairs of semi-detached houses on the south side of Kilmington Street and the old sawmill site was being redeveloped for housing, one of several small private developments off Kilmington Street.
 A few of the larger terraced cottages survive but notorious rows like the Drang have been replaced by modern houses and the nine cottages opposite Street Farm have been turned into a single house and outbuildings.

POPULATION

Only seven people were recorded in 1086
 but 44 individuals were taxed in 1327.
 In 1641 there were 125 subsidy and poll taxpayers in Kilmington and 234 in Norton Ferris.
 Population pressure presumably led to permits for Kilmington residents to build houses on the waste in 1656.
 There may have been a significant rise again in the 18th century as from 1770 to 1830 baptisms were 50 per cent higher than they had been previously.
 The population rose steeply from 504 in 1801 to 635 in 1841 then to 640 in 1851 before dropping to 587 in 1861. It rose again to 601 in 1871 but then declined sharply to 477 in 1881 and 369 in 1891. Between 1911 and 1921 it fell from 363 to 298 then remained fairly stable until it rose from 292 in 2001 to 328 in 2011.
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