



LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Kilmington parish comprised the tithings of Kilmington and Norton Ferris, possibly originally coterminous with the two manors, in Norton Ferris Hundred in Somerset. However, in the 1520s Kilmington tithing included Yarnfield in Maiden Bradley as a sub tithing
 and in the early 18th century, Yarnfield in Maiden Bradley and Brook and Gasper in Stourton also in Somerset were regarded as part of Norton Ferris tithing.


In 1852 Kilmington was moved into Frome court district and in 1853 was included in Frome postal district but its inclusion in Mere poor-law union led to its eventual removal from Somerset, first seriously discussed in 1888.
 The parish vestry realised the risk as early as 1865 and tried unsuccessfully to detach the parish from Mere Union, which feared being abolished without the income from Kilmington. The parish was a rural district of itself between 1894 and 1896 as the counties fought over it and in 1896 it was transferred to Wiltshire despite petitions signed by most of the inhabitants and from the parish council. It was said that Somerset County Council would not oppose the move because the parishioners were reluctant to pay the legal costs. Kilmington then formed part of Mere, later Mere and Tisbury, Rural District and from 1974 Salisbury District. However, Kilmington remained part of the East Somerset Parliamentary Constituency until 1918 when it was included in the Westbury Constituency.
 In 1980 the ecclesiastical parish was transferred from the diocese of Bath and Wells to Salisbury diocese.

MANORIAL ADMINISTRATION
Few court records survive and none have been found for Norton Ferris. Until the 17th century there was a boundary between the two manors, which could be viewed.
 Kilmington manor was administered by Shaftesbury abbey and a surviving court book for 1518 covers the usual business of defaults, repairs, strays and tenure but also shows that subletting of tenements was permitted at that date. The manor had a reeve and a hayward.
  After the Dissolution the king held courts for Kilmington at which tenants agreed to allow some inclosure.
 Until at least the 1790s Kilmington manor tenants regularly declared that they were tenants of Shaftesbury abbey to whom the manor belonged and whose manorial customs ought to be followed.
 Courts were usually held twice a year in the early 17th century but sometimes less frequently. The hayward was the only officer elected.
 In the 1620s the tithingmen of Kilmington and 11 tenants paid to be released from suit of court to the hundred and both the Kilmington and Norton Ferris tithingmen could pay for a licence to appoint a substitute.
 By 1650 only Kilmington tithing paid certain money to the hundred.


In the mid 18th century courts were held irregularly and by the 1760s only for cottage tenancies. There were two haywards in 1730 who appear to have served alternately.
 There were also two ‘petty constables’ presumably the tithingmen but it is not clear how they were appointed although they attended the hundred court in the first half of the 19th century when Brooke and Yarnfield had their own tithingmen.
 In 1757 the tenant of Kilmington, now Church Farm, had to provide accommodation for up to four men and four horses twice a year for keeping the court.
 Sir Richard Colt Hoare revived the court in the 1790s holding an annual autumn court to appoint a hayward and deal with nuisances and abuse of the common as well as cottage tenancies. He also held a May perambulation of the bounds in 1819. However, from the 1820s regular courts ceased and they were held only for tenancies, the last recorded in 1866.


The pound on the corner of Cote Lane and Church Street belonged to the Hoares as lords of Kilmington but was unfenced in 1910 and by the 1950s was being used as a refuse dump. It was cleaned and is now preserved.
 There was a pound north of  Norton Ferris Manor Farm, since lost.

PARISH ADMINISTRATION
Few parish records have survived but the churchwardens and overseers for the poor were concerned with enforcing the settlement laws and providing for poor parishioners. In 1754 John Madox appealed against the parish poor account.
 By the 1760s one churchwarden was chosen by the curate and one by the parish.


In 1811 Hoare’s tenants at Norton Ferris owed 147 days’ statute duty on the turnpike roads and 28 days on the parish roads. The large farms owed up to 30 days a year, a considerable burden.
 In 1835 the vestry agreed that one man should be provided by farmers for every £30 annual value of arable or £45 of pasture.
 By 1865 the vestry met formally once a year and appointed one waywarden and two overseers.


On 31 December 1894 the parish council first met comprising six farmers. They employed a salaried overseer in 1898. The council met erratically about four times a year throughout the 20th century. In 2016 the council had seven members.

SERVICES

Many people probably took their water from the Wylye or wells. Revd Digby (d. 1811) had enclosed a communal well in the late 18th century and in 1813 there were still demands for it to be returned to common use.
 In the 1880s cottager children at Norton Ferris were ill, allegedly from open drains, which resulted in a cesspool and new drain being made by Henry Hobhouse.
 The well at Norton Ferris was disputed between Henry Hobhouse and Sir Henry Hoare who in 1898 agreed that Henry Hobhouse would allow water to the cottagers for domestic purposes in return for Sir Henry renouncing his claim. The well was still in use in 1930 when two cottages had no sanitation and there were complaints of cows fouling the water.
 In 1895 it was said that Brachers well was the public water supply for Kilmington and needed repair and by 1900 the parish was prepared to pay for work on the drains but in 1910 most houses still used earth closets.
 Brachers well was polluted in 1918 and in 1920 effluent from new houses was to be discharged into the river but later a septic tank was planned.
 By the 20th century the parish appears to have been short of water with at least one farmer buying water from a neighbour. Larger houses had wells and pumps or rainwater tanks.
 There were said to be no public utilities in the parish in the 1930s.


In 1930 a reservoir was planned for Norton Ferris shared by the Wiltshire county council smallholders who shared the cost. In 1950 the Rural District Council planned a reservoir on White Sheet Down to supply Kilmington but there were complaints of water shortage in the 1970s when mains water was supplied.

A constable was recorded in 1852
 and certainly by 1861 Kilmington had a resident police constable. There was a police station near the post office in 1891.
 Although there was no public telephone in 1930 by 1939 at least 11 businesses had a phone. A public kiosk was installed after 1957.
 Despite requests from 1946 mains electricity did not reach the parish until the 1960s having earlier been deemed unprofitable.
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