



LANDOWNERSHIP
Kilmington would appear to have been a single manor in the 11th century when Norton probably formed part of the Royal manor of Bruton. Unlike Kilmington Norton does not appear to have had rights in Selwood forest for which Shaftesbury abbey paid 7s. 8d. a year.
 By the 12th century there were manors of Kilmington and Norton, later Norton Ferris. In addition, there were several freeholds. From the 16th to 19th centuries there were major changes in landownership as the manors were broken up and more freeholds were created. Both the Hartgills at Kilmington and the Madoxes at Norton Ferris were large families who seem to have regularly divided land between themselves as well as selling off holdings, presumably to raise money. Former customary holdings and old and new freeholds were bought up, mainly by the Hoares in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
 The territorial integrity of the two manors, previously clearly delineated in the west and east of the parish respectively,
 was further destroyed by numerous exchanges of land from the 17th century culminating in the 344 a. of land exchanged between Sir Richard Colt Hoare, the earl of Ilchester and Henry Hobhouse in 1812, which makes it very difficult to identify the extent of medieval and early modern estates.
 The break-up of these newer estates, mainly in late 19th and early 20th century, resulted in 45 per cent of farmland being owner-occupied in 1986.

KILMINGTON MANOR
Kilmington was held in 1066 by Alsige but later belonged to Serlo de Burcy (d. 1086) who granted it with one of his daughters to the convent at Shaftesbury. However, he also had a ½ hide in Kilmington that had been part of the royal manor of Bruton. His heir was his other daughter Geva firstly wife of Martin and secondly of William de Falaise.
 Shaftesbury abbey held Kilmington manor of the Crown by barony until the Dissolution although c. 1286 it was held under the abbey by Richard of Kilmington.

The manor was held by the Crown
 until 1544 when William Stourton, Baron Stourton, a free tenant of the manor,
 purchased Kilmington with the capital messuage and demesnes, at least three tenant farms and the advowson.
 It was later claimed that in 1546 he had settled the manor with other estates for life on his mistress Agnes Rhys who took possession. After William’s death in 1548 Agnes was put out of the manor and with her husband Edward Baynton entered into litigation.
 The claim does not seem to have succeeded and William’s son Charles, Baron Stourton held the manor until he was attainted and executed for murdering William and John Hartgill in 1557 when it again passed to the Crown. It was not restored to Charles’s son John, Baron Stourton, with the title and was let by the Crown for over £30 a year. The lessee in 1585 was Michael Cobbe, a royal sergeant at arms, who in 1586 assigned it to Henry Willoughby one of the manor tenants and receiver of crown lands in Somerset and Dorset.
 Presumably Henry (d. 1607) bought the manor outright, for a fee farm rent to the Crown, for his daughter Margaret who married John Hartgill, owner of the demesne c. 1591
 as Henry was said to have owned no property in Somerset in 1597 when he acquired Norton Ferris.
 

Although in 1602 John Hartgill (d. 1655) settled the manor on himself for life and then on his eldest son John,
 and appears to have granted him estates on his marriage to Anne Gunter, he later had a long-running dispute with him over money.
 The elder John left his unsettled estates to his son Cuthbert, giving rise to many of  the large number of Hartgill lawsuits.
 John the younger as heir apparent sold his inheritance in a farm in Norton Ferris in 1632,
 although he claimed in 1634 that he was forced,
 more property in 1637 to the brothers Edward and William Madox
 and in 1640 Giffords farm (37 a.) north of Kilmington Street to Richard Madox who in 1676 sold it to Sir Stephen Fox.
 John Hartgill predeceased his father leaving a son, also John, who succeeded his grandfather as lord of the manor in 1655 under a settlement of 1652.
 John immediately sold the capital messuage and demesnes to his uncle William Hartgill but settled the manor on himself for life and then on his infant son John, who presumably died young.
 
 
In 1678 John Hartgill with his wife Katherine and his then eldest son Ferdinando mortgaged the 200 a. inclosed by his predecessors from Kilmington heath
 and in 1684 they sold off the customary holdings including some to their cousin Henry Hartgill of Maiden Bradley, who also acted as trustee for several Hartgill land sales.
 Those sales created a number of freeholds and at least 13 pews in the church were said in the 18th century to have formerly been held by the Hartgills for their lands.
 One example was the modern Street Farm, a copyhold farm sold in 1684, which after passing though many hands was purchased by the Hoare estate in 1855.
 

The 200 a. of enclosed heath was sold in two parcels to Ferdinando by his father in 1688 and 1691 and in 1722 sold to trustees for Sir Stephen Fox and later added to the demesne farm.
 Other unsold land appears to have been divided between the surviving younger children John (d. 1748), Arabella (d. 1711), and Nehemiah (d. by 1766) but was largely bought by the Hoares before 1795.
 

The lordship descended to John’s elder son Ferdinando (d. sp. 1736) who held courts and settled the manor in 1724, in default of issue, on his brother John (d. 1748). John’s son Ferdinando came of age c. 1753
 and in 1764 he sold the manor to Henry Hoare (d. 1785). The Hartgills were heavily in debt to the Hoares but they retained a small leasehold for the life of Ferdinando’s only child Dorothy or Dolly (d. 1838).
 
Henry Hoare’s sons having predeceased him, his estate passed to his cousin and son-in-law Richard Hoare (cr. Bart 1786, d. 1787) and his son Sir Richard Colt Hoare who bought up many of the Hartgill-created freehold estates.
 The manor descended with the Hoare’s Stourton estates from Sir Richard Colt Hoare (d. 1836) to his brother Sir Henry (d. 1841) and Henry’s son Sir Hugh (d. 1857) and nephew Sir Henry Ainslie Hoare (d. 1894). Sir Henry Hugh Arthur Hoare, cousin and heir of the last sold off the estates in the early 20th century but retained the lordship.
 
Fee farm rents

Liability for the Crown’s fee farm rent of £16 19s. 1 ½ d.
 from the manor remained with the Hartgills until they sold the manor when it passed to the Hoares.
 In 1679 Stephen Fox, who had secured an undertaking from the Hartgills in 1675 when he bought the demesne that they would not charge him any of it,
 bought the fee farm rent from Nicholas Johnson. It had been sold by Crown trustees in 1672 to Christopher Dominick who sold it in 1677 to Nicholas. Fox and his successors levied it entirely on the Hoare estate until it was discharged c. 1806 by being purchased by Sir Richard Colt Hoare.
 A separate fee farm rent of 4s. 5d. was levied on the capital messuage
 until the earl of Ilchester purchased the rent in 1787.

Kilmington demesne, later Church farm
William, Baron Stourton, acquired the capital messuage or farm of Kilmington in 1544 to hold for 1/20th of a knight’s fee but a few days later he sold it to the tenant William Hartgill, the highest taxpayer in the parish in 1524—5.
 William Hartgill (d. 1557) was succeeded by his grandson Cuthbert Hartgill, who died in 1580 leaving his son John an infant.
 The farm was held directly of the Crown independently of the manor, by this date for only 1/40th of a knight’s fee.
 
In 1609 John Hartgill exchanged lands with several people presumably to improve the demesne farm.
 After his death in 1655 his grandson and heir John Hartgill sold the capital messuage and land to his uncle William Hartgill.
 However, his father had sold over 50 a. to Sir John Lenthall in 1646, the sale to take effect after the death of John Hartgill the grandfather.
  Sir John released his purchase to his son Thomas who in 1655 settled it on himself with remainder to Katherine Johnson, probably daughter of Thomas Johnson of London. Sir John Lenthall and his trustees confirmed the grant to Thomas in 1663 when Thomas mortgaged the land to William Hartgill. He sold it outright to William in 1669 and Katherine Johnson, then wife of John Bull, sold her rights to William in 1672 and it was reintegrated with the demesne.

Meanwhile William Hartgill appears to have become heavily indebted himself having mortgaged lands from 1667
 and despite the objections of his son Henry who joined in the deed, sold the demesne estate then known as Kilmington farm, to John Fox in trust for his son Stephen in 1675 for £3,850, most of which was used to pay the mortgage debts although Henry accused his father of not giving him and his mother their share in the proceeds.
 Sir Stephen Fox or his son added parts of the former Common, developed as a farm known as New House or Great Grounds.
 In 1716 he was succeeded by his son Stephen who added the name Strangways in 1735 and acquired several titles before being created earl of Ilchester in 1756. The earl died in 1776 and was succeeded in turn by his son Henry Thomas Fox-Strangways (d. 1802) and Henry Stephen (d. 1858), the third earl,
 who was followed by his half-brother William (d. 1865) and the latter’s nephew Henry Edward Fox-Strangways (d.1905) who divided and sold the estate then known as Church farm in 1872.
 Church and New House farms (485 a.) were acquired by Samuel Jarvis (d. 1898) and passed from him to the Stokes family but in 1924 Mrs Stokes split up the farms only retaining Great Ground, which passed to her daughter E. M. Stokes. The rest of New House farm (100a.) was sold to Mr R. H. Rugg and Church farm was divided between several farmers with Mr T. Colclough buying the farmstead and 129 a.

The medieval manor house was replaced c.1601 by Henry Willoughby, presumably for his daughter and son-in-law John Hartgill, but was said to have been built on the heath.
 It had nine hearths in 1665.
 It stood north-west of the church and was L-shaped house with a block to the south west in 1736
 but appears have been rebuilt as a simple L-shaped farmhouse before 1800.
 It was said in 1863 that the Hartgill house had been taken down ‘long ago.’
 Known as Kilmington Farm, the farmhouse appears to have deteriorated after 1840 and was replaced as the farmstead by New House Farm, a four-bedroom brick house adapted from two cottages. Kilmington Farm was rebuilt presumably as two farmworker’s cottages, in which form it existed from 1871 until after 1901, but by 1910 it was a farmhouse again and known as Church Farm.
 
Kilmington Manor house

The house south of the church, now called the Manor House but formerly known as the Dairy House, the Malthouse or Hartgills, was retained by the Hartgill family after their estates were sold.
 It had five hearths in 1665.
In 1693 it was said that it was the dairy for the demesne farm sold by John Hartgill to his uncle William and should have passed to Sir Stephen Fox in 1675 but that it had been withheld by William Hartgill and his son Henry. It was also claimed by Henry’s cousin John Hartgill
 and passed to the latter’s son Ferdinando who in 1760 let the house, malthouse and 5 a. for five years to John Maxfield, maltster, the existing tenant. The property was specifically excluded from the sale of the manor to Henry Hoare in 1764 presumably for a sale to Maxfield.
 It then passed to the Lush family, also maltsters. Joseph Lush (d. 1798) was succeeded by his son Joseph (d. c. 1799),
 Joseph (d. by 1850) and Joseph (d. 1873).
 
A large malthouse, attached to the house, was probably built by or for John Maxfield in the mid 18th century
 when the house and buildings lay open to the road, presumably for ease of access to the business. Before 1839 gardens were laid out around the house, reduced later by widening the road to Church Farm.
 The last of the Lush family to live at Hartgills was Sarah Lush, widow of Benjamin brother of Joseph (d. 1873). She moved out c. 1900 and the house was bought in 1904 by Charles Paulet Camborne Paynter (d. 1947) who renamed it Manor House and occupied it until the 1930s when he moved into the nearby cottage and let the house.
 In 1946 the house was acquired by potter Katherine Pleydell-Bouverie (d. 1984) who used the malthouse as her studio. The house was sold in 1985.
 It was later the home of military historian Sir John Keegan (d. 2012).

The house was probably rebuilt in the later 17th century to provide a home for the Hartgills when they sold the rest of their property. It was extended and re-roofed in Welsh slate in the 19th century by the Lush family who may have introduced new fireplaces. The Paynter family made extensive alterations after 1900 inserting 17th-century features, replacing doors and windows and adding a two storey porch with their coat of arms to the two storey, three bay front.
 

HOMESTALLS, FORMERLY BECKINGTON FARM
Beckington farm, presumably named after an earlier tenant, formed part of William, Lord Stourton’s estate and may have been the freehold he held of Kilmington manor under Shaftesbury abbey before the Dissolution.
 It was let to William Hartgill for 92 years from 1545 and was sublet to his three sons.
 It was not regarded thereafter as part of Kilmington manor
 and paid no quit rent. It was later said to have been acquired by Arthur Hartgill who sold it to John Hartgill (d. 1655) for settlement on John’s son Cuthbert for his marriage to Elizabeth Strangways. John certainly left it to his son Cuthbert with other lands in his will but also charged it with annuities to his daughter Jane and son Arthur who had suffered in the Civil War.
 Cuthbert was said to have built the house, a ‘fair house proportionable to the estate’ reputedly on the site of an earlier house c. 1640.
 It had ten hearths in 1665 but half were exempted, possibly they were not fireplaces.
 John Hartgill’s grandson, also John claimed that his uncle Cuthbert was not entitled to the farm but was unsuccessful.

Cuthbert Hartgill (d. 1672) divided his property among his many children but the farm passed to his eldest surviving son Francis, who was said to have been exiled during the Civil War.
 In 1674 Francis mortgaged Beckington to the Revd Thomas Webb and in 1676 to others and the farm was also burdened with annuities to other Hartgills. Francis was said to have absconded for debt and been arrested.
 Subsequent descent is not clear, presumably it was foreclosed on as by 1766 it belonged to Thomas Webb (d. 1770) who was succeeded by his son Michael (d. 1788) who left the estate, then over 260 a., to his son Charles. It was renamed Homestalls,
 the name of land acquired by exchange with the earl of Ilchester after 1800.
 In 1808 after the death of Charles Webb Homestalls (276 a.) was sold to Thomas Thynne, 2nd marquis of Bath and descended as part of the Longleat estate until c. 1920 when it was sold to Edwin Hames the tenant.

NORTON FERRIS

Norton manor was royal demesne, presumably part of Bruton manor dispersed by Henry I. Between 1121 and 1135 King Henry gave Norton manor with Norton hundred in marriage with Julian daughter of ‘Golescalc’
 to Jordan d’Auffay
 [Seine Maritime, France] for royal service for two hides. Julian was a lady of the king’s bedchamber who had accompanied Queen Adeliza from Louvain. Jordan appears to have died young and Julian married Nicholas de Stuteville who held the manor in her right between 1138 and 1177.
 Julian may have predeceased Nicholas (d. 1177) and Norton passed to her son Richard d’Auffay who held it in 1180.
 By 1189—90 he had been succeeded by his son John who died before 1195, leaving his unnamed heir
 a minor in the wardship of Reginald de Pons, possibly John’s son in law.
 From 1196 –7 the manor was held by Alde d’Auffay, presumably John’s widow.
 Laurentia or Lauretta de Pons, a widow by 1205 when the heir was still alive, was described in the 1280s as daughter and heir of John d’Auffay by Julian ‘de Barbuc’, possibly an error as was the statement that the manor was given in free marriage with ‘Julian’ d’Auffay to Reginald de Pons.
 In 1212 Reginald de Pons, presumably son of Laurentia was said to have inherited it from his uncle and held the manor in 1230.
 He was followed by Gerard Rudel de Blaye (Gironde, France) (fl. 1245—65)
 and his daughter Agnes wife of Archambaud III, count of Perigord. Agnes was later said to be the ‘issue’ of Agnes daughter of Laurentia.
 In 1268 the couple sold the manor to John de Muscegros or Musgrove whose father Robert (d. 1253) had been Gerard’s lessee and who himself took a four-year lease in 1267.
 
The manor, which then became known as Norton Musgrove,
 descended like Charlton Musgrove in the same hundred from Sir John Musgrove (d. 1275) to his son Sir Robert (d. 1280) who had to prove his right to hold in chief of the king.
 Robert’s heir was his daughter Hawise, a minor and his widow appears to have held dower in 1297.
 Hawise married firstly, William de Mortimer (d. 1297), secondly Sir John de Ferrers (d. 1312) and thirdly Sir John de Bures (d. 1350) who outlived her.
 On Bures’ death the manor passed to Hawise’s grandson Sir John Ferrers, Baron Ferrers of Chartley (d. 1367) and became known as Norton Bonewode or Bovewode. The manor descended in the direct male line to Robert (d. 1413), Edmund (d. 1435) and William Ferrers (d. 1450) who settled it on himself and his wife Elizabeth (fl. 1455) for life.
 Their heir was their daughter Anne (d.1469) whose husband Walter Devereux became Lord Ferrers but was attainted in 1485. However, her son John Ferrers successfully petitioned for his estates to be restored in 1489 and on his death in 1501 was succeeded by his son Walter. Thereafter the manor was known as Norton Ferrers or Ferris.
  

In 1541 Walter Devereux, Lord Ferrers, sold the manor, with the hundred and other estates to William, Lord Stourton who already held a large freehold at Norton Ferris.
 In 1546 William (d. 1548) conveyed the manor to trustees for himself and his mistress Agnes Rhys for their lives and then to the uses of his will or his male heir. Agnes survived William and married Edward Baynton. When William’s son Charles was attainted for murder in 1557 the remainder after Agnes’s death passed to the Crown.
 With Kilmington it was let to Michael Cobbe in 1585
 and in 1586 assigned to Henry Willoughby when it appears to have included freeholds and other lands outside the parish such as Brook, Gasper and Zeals.
 
In 1597 Henry Willoughby was in debt to the queen for a grant of Norton Ferris manor and the money appears to have been paid in 1599 by his son-in-law John Hartgill and son William Willoughby. In 1600 John released his rights to William who in 1601 sold the manor and lands to Edward Combe. Henry Willoughby released his rights to Thomas Smith and Edward Combe.
 Both William Willoughby and John Hartgill entered into a fine in 1602 releasing Norton Ferris to Thomas Smith
 apparently in trust for himself and Edward Combe. In 1604 Smith sold his moiety to Edward Combe (d. 1608)
 who held Norton Ferris in chief, settling it on his son William in 1606.
 In 1627 it was settled on William Combe and his wife Isabella
 and the demesnes were settled on their son Edward for his marriage.
 Edward joined with his father in granting leases and selling lands mainly to the Madox family from 1648.
  Land was also granted to Edward Combe’s sister Margaret presumably for her marriage to Revd Richard Kent who  sold the land to Richard Madox the elder in 1660.

In 1651 William Combe with his wife, sons and others sold the capital messuage and lordship of Norton Ferris with the pound, Knowle wood and sheepsleight to Richard Madox. In 1653 William Combe, then of Tisbury, left only money for rings to his children in his will.
 He died in 1654 and between 1657 and 1659 his son Edward (d. c. 1660) sold customary holdings to Richard Madox the elder and his son Richard the younger.
 In 1675 Edward Combe’s sons William and Edward sold the remaining family land in the parish to John Madox, another son of Richard the elder.
 
Richard Madox the elder appears to have only wanted the demesne farm and in 1676 negotiated the sale of the manor to the Speaker Edward Seymour but the sale fell through and in 1677 he sold the lordship with the small farms and cottage properties and Berkeley farm for c.£3,500 to John Fox in trust for his son Stephen who secured a release of claim from Richard’s wife and eldest son and members of the Combes family.
 
Sir Stephen Fox and his successors claimed suit of court to Norton Ferris manor but combined the lordship with the Kilmington demesne, later Church farm, and Berkeley farm,
 which they confusingly called Norton farm, to create a manor of Kilmington or Kilmington and Norton Ferris,
 for which they appointed a gamekeeper.
 In 1762 the earl of Ilchester bought the reversion of the Red Lion, on the death of Anne wife of the victualler John Smith, from Margaret Fathers and her son William with 10 a. of land creating a smallholding to add to his estate.
 Norton Ferris manor and its lands descended like the Kilmington demesne to Henry Stephen (d. 1858), the third earl of Ilchester,
 who in 1812 exchanged lands and a smallholding called Pickfords with Sir Richard Colt Hoare and Henry Hobhouse to create a more coherent holding. He sold his entire Norton Ferris estate with Knowle wood, the Red Lion and other smallholdings (288 a.) to Hoare in 1814 when it became part of the Stourhead estate, which now belongs to the National Trust.

Despite having no land in Norton Ferris the earls of Ilchester retained the lordship and appointed a manor gamekeeper.
 However, in 1805 Henry Hobhouse claimed to hold the manor of Norton Ferris with his farm.

Norton Ferris demesne and farms
Henry III gave Gerard de Blaye ten oaks from Selwood to repair the manor buildings.
 In 1533 the capital messuage and lands, known as Norton farm were let, with some of the customary lands, by William Devereux, earl Ferrers to the More alias Smith family. Agnes Rhys wife of Edward Baynton appears to have succeeded in establishing her right to the remainder for life before 1574 when a lease in revision of both those interests was granted to four Tower warders for 21 years.
 They never had possession and in 1594 the reversion was let to Thomas Moore.
  By 1595 Agnes and others with an interest were dead and the Queen granted a lease for lives to Thomas for surrender of the existing lease.
 By 1627 it had reverted to the Combes, lords of the manor and in 1627—8 was given to Edward son of William Combe for his marriage to Mary Foyle. Edward and Mary were to live with his parents and be given food, drink, lodging and entertainment for themselves, any children, a maid and a manservant, stabling for a horse and an annuity of £60 out of the demesne farm.
 

The Madox or Maddox family were clearly very successful tenant farmers who were able to become freeholders and then to acquire the manor and demesne. In 1628 John Hartgill (d. 1655) sold a farm to Richard son of William Madox and between 1632 and 1640 John and his son John Hartgill the younger sold at least four small farms, some bought from the Combe family, to Richard son of William Madox, the tenant, and to Richard’s sons Richard, Edward and William.
 In 1648 Richard Madox the younger bought farms called Mompessons and Moretons from William Combe and his son Edward.
 Most of the Norton farms were settled that year on the younger Richard Madox for his marriage to Jane Snook.


Richard Madox the elder (d. 1679), the largest ratepayer in 1656, retained most of his estate at Norton Ferris although he sold the lordship, and left it to two of his sons, Richard and Andrew who were already land holders at Norton.
 Another son Edward had an estate, mostly bought from John Hartgill and sold or mortgaged in 1676 to William Gibbons.
 The sons appear to have been in debt; Richard had already sold land to Stephen Fox in 1677 and Edward had sold his remaining land to Fox in 1678.
 Richard mortgaged a farm to Thomas Miles in 1690 and forfeited it before 1704 when it was bought by William Wilmott (d. c. 1721). William settled it in 1709 on his marriage to Sarah, widow of Robert Moulton.
 Sarah (d. c. 1744) left it to her son James Moulton (d. 1754).
 James left his estate to his three daughters Sarah, Martha and Hannah but Sarah died before 1761 when her sisters settled the estate on their marriages to John Powell and Richard George who mortgaged it. In 1764 the two men sold it to Henry Hoare.


Andrew Madox, who had already assigned land to his brother Richard in 1675 in trust, possibly as a mortgage,
 died in debt in 1676 and his elder son Richard, a minor, took his father’s property after his mother died leaving Andrew’s will unproved, leading to litigation before the will was proved in 1679.
 Richard, son of Andrew, mortgaged the remaining land to his aunt Cecilia, widow of John Madox (d. 1676),
 brother of Andrew. Richard bought unspecified land in Kilmington manor in 1684 but in 1687 he released his entire estate to Cecilia who had paid off his debts.

In 1693 Cecilia Madox (d. 1722), who then owned most of the Madox family land not sold to Stephen Fox, settled the capital messuage and over 470a. on her son John and his wife Mary.
 She also left two small farms to his sons William and Richard Guy and the residue of her estate to her son Richard (d. s.p.1728).
 John (d. c.1716) was succeeded by his wife Mary and son John who settled the estate on his marriage to Jane Selwood in 1719. The younger John Madox exchanged land with Sir Stephen Fox in 1731.
 He was a J.P., acted as trustee for the Hartgills’ family settlements,
 and had a large family, which may have led to debts as from 1747 he mortgaged over 800 a.
 In 1728 his brother Richard had left the residue of his estate to John’s son William Madox who in 1729 acquired his uncle’s farm in Norton Ferris held by his brother John for which he built a new farmhouse, in 1730 also exchanged lands with Sir Stephen Fox and in 1731 purchased his brother Richard Guy Madox’s farm.
 In 1733 William bought the Cox family’s freehold farm called Quails, possibly the homestead, two deynes and six bovates given by Hawise de Ferrers to Richard Quayle and his wife Julian in 1314. It was settled on the marriage of Richard Madox and Jane Snooke in 1648 but appear to have been sold to Nathaniel Lawes and before 1660 to Robert Cox.

Richard Madox (d. 1728) had charged his estate with large legacies to his nephew John Madox’s sons John, who died young, William and Richard. This resulted in litigation between their father John Madox and his brother William, Richard’s executor, and in 1737 John had to grant c. 90 a. to William as indemnity. However, William (d. s.p. 1741) also left large legacies charged on his estate.
 The Madox lands were overburdened with these and other large legacies and annuities under several family wills leading to litigation between landowners, executors and legatees.
 In 1747 John and his sons William and Richard, who had recently come of age, mortgaged their remaining estates to Henry Hoare and his brother William’s estate, comprising two farms in Norton Ferris and one in Kilmington, three small holdings, land and a coppice, was offered for sale.
 Most of William’s land was bought by Henry Hoare
 who was also dragged into the Chancery suits, which only concluded in 1768 when Hoare bought Quails farm and was indemnified against further action.
 In 1760 Ferdinando Hartgill released Hoare from the customary fee farm rents payable to Kilmington manor out of William Madox’s lands.
 The Hoares amalgamated William Madox’s farms as Norton Ferris farm (332 a.), which descended with Kilmington manor as part of the Stourhead estate until it was sold to a farmer in 1943.

The original capital messuage, probably part of the demesne farm let to John More in 1585,
 had 14 hearths in 1665
 and may have been either the house rebuilt in 1732 by William Maddox (d. 1741) as a ‘strong’ house with a walled garden, or the house occupied by his mother Mary.
 The 1732 house is possibly the present Manor Farm on Kilmington Street. The house has been altered but has a two-storey, three-bay front of local stone. The surrounding farm buildings have been converted to dwellings.


The Quails house became the farmhouse for the newly enlarged farm at Norton Ferris and was known as Norton Farm,
 now Norton Ferris Farmhouse. It probably dates from the 17th century having a cross-passage and chamfered beams in the main two-storey, four-bay range. The house has an 18th-century rear west wing beside the road and was enlarged again in the early 19th century including a porch in the gable end and a rear east wing.
 The farm buildings have been converted into dwellings.

Unable to pay off the mortgage debt to Hoare, John Madox and his sons sold their farm, usually known as Norton, Manor, or Norton Manor, farm to William Barnes of Bristol in 1754 but it was still charged with an annuity to John’s mother Mary, which she agreed to reduce, and as late as 1764 John had to indemnify William Barnes against litigation.
 In 1754 John bought Green Cote, now Cote, farm from John and Thomas Humphrey of Bridgwater whose father Thomas had bought it from the Hartgills in 1684 but in 1770, having moved to Mere, John Madox sold it to Henry Hoare.

In 1768 following William Barnes’s bankruptcy and death  Henry Hobhouse bought the farm at Norton Ferris
 and it later became part of the Hadspen estate in Pitcombe, Somerset.
 Henry Hobhouse (d. 1792) was succeeded by his son Henry who entered into a three-way exchange of land at Norton Ferris with Sir Richard Colt Hoare and the earl of Ilchester in 1812.
 Henry Hobhouse (d. 1854) was followed by his son Henry (d. 1862) and grandson Henry
 who in 1919 sold his Norton Ferris estate (524 a.) to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries for the use of Wiltshire County Council under the Smallholdings Act of 1918 and it was carved up into small units.

Henry Hobhouse was still living in Clifton when he bought the farm and before 1781 he fitted up a parlour and kitchen at Norton Farm, which he used when visiting together with three chambers, two garrets and new underground cellars. He had also laid out a garden with a border and was planning a 2-a. lawn, probably replacing the elaborate walled garden shown on a map of 1772.
 The house is built of rendered rubble under a hipped Welsh slate roof. It was greatly altered in the mid 19th century and after 1919 was divided into two houses now called Manor House and Manor Farm. An 18th-century granary survives from the old farmyard.

Norton Ferris Freeholds

The manor of Norton Ferris appears to have contained several freehold farms and in 1280 free rents were worth over £4, compared with £2 12s. for customary tenants.
 The Bythewode family held land there in the 13th century.
 A virgate holding was settled by Robert de Westwode in 1297 presumably for his marriage as in 1311 Robert (fl. 1327) and his wife Alice settled it with remainder to her heirs if Robert had no issue. It may have been the Bythewode estate.
 A freehold farm at Norton called Shepards belonged to Robert Baldenham who sold it to Robert Barkesdale c. 1520.
 This appears also to have been a virgate estate and had been acquired by William Hartgill before his death in 1557 and presumably descended with the Hartgill estates.
 John Hartgill (d. 1655) appears to have given a one-yardland farm at Norton Ferris on his son John who was living there in 1632 when he sold it to Charles Barnes grandson of the former tenant. Charles (d. 1678) was succeeded by his son Robert (d. 1689) whose son Robert Barnes sold it to Thomas London of Kilmington in 1717. Thomas (d. 1731) left it to his wife’s granddaughter Rachel Fitz. In 1766 her husband James Castleman sold it to Henry Hoare.

A large farm comprising two houses with a hide and a quarter virgate was settled on William de Notton and his wife Joan in 1309. In 1413 William Lord Stourton died in possession of three houses and one carucate of land, which he held of Norton manor, and was succeeded by his son John, a minor.
 The estate presumably descended to Sir William Stourton, Lord Stourton (d. 1548) and merged with Norton manor in 1541.
 
A roofless estate
 called Spratts and Topps held by the Smart family during the late 16th and early 17th century
 was acquired by the Combes who sold it to John Hartgill in 1627. In 1633 Hartgill sold it with a cottage holding to William Madox who in 1637 left it to his grandson William Madox. William died a minor and his estate passed to his brother Richard Madox the younger. It was sold to Sir Stephen Fox with Norton Ferris manor.

BERKELEY FARM
It is possible that the ½ hide in Kilmington, which Serlo de Burcy took from the royal manor of Bruton and retained
 was the later Berkeley farm, south of Norton Ferris. It presumably descended like Low Ham in High Ham, Somerset, to Serlo’s daughter Geva and her descendants the FitzMartins before passing to the Berkeleys in the 14th century.
 Sir John Berkeley (d. 1428) married Elizabeth, daughter of John Bettesthorn (d. 1399), heiress to a two-carucate estate held of Norton Ferris manor and a small estate held of Kilmington manor.
 

A two-carucate estate at Norton Ferris was settled in 1318 on John de Mere and his wife Alienor and their issue with remainder to John de Felde and his wife Alice and the heirs of John. In 1330 they made a new settlement for the benefit of Roger de Buttesthorn or Bettesthorn and his wife Margaret and their daughters Katherine, Alianor, and Joan, presumably granddaughters of John and Alienor.
 A grandson John was born subsequently and was heir to Margaret (d. 1349).
  John de Bettesthorn died in 1399 when his heir was his daughter Elizabeth wife of Sir John de Berkeley. The estate was held in socage of Norton manor but one of the houses was a freehold of the Abbess of Shaftesbury’s manor of Kilmington.


Sir Maurice Berkeley (d. 1458), son of Sir John and Elizabeth, was followed by his son Maurice (d. 1474) and grandson Sir William (d. 1485). William’s heir was his sister Catherine Berkeley, wife of Sir John Brereton whose daughter and heir Werberga Brereton (d. 1524) married Sir William Compton (d. 1528).
 The estate known usually as Berkeley Farm but sometimes as the manor of Norton and Kilmington,
 was let in 1523 by William and Werberga to William Hartgill for 41 years.
 Werberga’s heir was her son Peter Compton who died under age in 1544 leaving a posthumous son Henry (d. 1589), created Baron Compton in 1572. The property appears to have been held for her life by Peter’s widow Anne who married William Herbert, earl of Pembroke and died in 1588. Lord Henry’s son William, who was made earl of Northampton in 1618, held the farm in 1591.
 
Before 1595 the farm was sold to Henry Willoughby and John Hartgill who with their wives sold it to William Combe in 1601.
 The Madox family appear to have been tenants of much of the estate and in 1653 Richard Madox the elder sublet the capital messuage, apparently with 14 hearths in 1665, a cottage and 17 a. to his son Richard.
 Other former Berkeley estate lands were sold off and became part of other holdings. However, between 1655 and 1660 Richard Madox the elder, with his sons Richard and William bought the freehold of several of those holdings and also the house and 17 a. from Edward Combe.

In 1675 the Madox family sold Berkeley farm to John Fox in trust for his son Stephen and in 1676 Richard Madox the younger assigned his leasehold.
 John Hartgill and his son Ferdinando laid claim to the land and were presumably paid to join in a release in 1679.
 Sir Stephen Fox combined Berkeley farm with other purchases at Norton Ferris and confusingly called it Norton Farm.
 It descended to Henry Stephen (d. 1858), the third earl of Ilchester,
 who in 1812 exchanged lands in Berkeley farm with Sir Richard Colt Hoare and Henry Hobhouse to create a more coherent holding. He sold the farm to Hoare in 1814 when it became part of the Stourhead estate.

HILL GROUNDS 
Before 1630 under an agreement for disafforestation of Selwood forest, one third of the 600-a. Kilmington heath or common, the whole of which lay in the forest, was granted to the king in exchange for the destruction of the deer and the removal of Kilmington from forest laws.
 Following the 1630 disafforestation that tract of heath was sold by Charles I to Sir Charles Berkeley, possibly as compensation for the loss of his office of Lieutenant of Selwood. He enclosed it in 1636, although some local people persisted in breaking the bounds, and built a farmstead before 1662 when he mortgaged the estate.
 Thereafter the 200—240-a. farm formed part of the Berkeley’s manor of Bruton, which was heavily mortgaged. The farm was let to the Hoare family from 1722 and merged with their estates when they bought Bruton manor in 1776.
 The Hoares named the estate, excluding the woodland, Hill Grounds and at first kept it in hand with Stourhead’s home farm
  The building shown in a map of 1797 had gone by 1839
 but a farmstead known as Hill Farm was rebuilt on the same site possibly c. 1840 for a tenant as from 1841 until 1910 or later the farm was let out.
 In the 20th century, however, it was kept in hand again and remained part of the Stourhead estate. By the end of the century the farm buildings had been demolished.
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