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ECONOMIC HISTORY

Kilmington has always been primarily an agricultural community but its complex post-medieval landownership means that few early records have survived. The parish appears to have comprised woodland, heath and common pasture in the west, much of it in Selwood Forest, which was partly inclosed in the 17th century after disafforestation;
 the remainder, Kilmington Common in the south-west, was inclosed in 1821. The open fields lay mainly on the better land in the east and were largely inclosed piecemeal in the 17th and 18th centuries. Homesteads and paddocks occupied the central areas.
 Perhaps as a result of land values Norton tithing was more highly rated and taxed than Kilmington tithing although the latter had more payers.
 There was very little alternative to agricultural employment or village trades but attempts were made to establish textile and malting industries in the 18th century.
 In the later 19th century there were several unemployed people in the parish and by 1911 some people appear to have worked in industries outside the parish, a trend which would accelerate through the later 20th century.

AGRICULTURE

In 1086 the Kilmington estate held by Shaftesbury Abbey was assessed at five hides and five ploughlands. Four villeins and three bordars had four ploughteams but only three virgates whereas the demesne covered four hides and one virgate with one team. As no slaves were recorded presumably the tenants owed work with their teams on the demesne. The abbey had 14 cattle, 15 pigs and 137 sheep at Kilmington and the estate had increased in value from 30s. in 1066 to 40s. in 1086. There was extensive woodland. There is no account of the half hide formerly in Bruton.


Proximity to Selwood Forest with its restrictions and opportunities was a major influence on medieval agriculture. A large part of the parish was carved out of the heath and woodland including Kilmington Heath or Common, which as late as the 19th century accounted for 200a.; but it is likely that all the land west of Kilmington village was formerly heath and woodland.
  In the late 12th century the townships of Kilmington and Norton were included in the forest and Kilmington paid 6s. to the forest bailiff.
 In the 1250s the abbess of Shaftesbury claimed that her tenants had pannage for pigs in the woods of Witham, presumably along the north-west boundary of the parish, and pasture for those who had none in Kilmington. The claim was based on the communal use of uninclosed land in the ancient demesne of the Crown before the endowment of Witham Priory in 1173. Pigs in the wood were impounded and Robert de la Ford, the abbey steward, was forced to pay for their release in the prior’s court. It was argued against the abbess that as the land was royal demesne no-one had rights there and the king could give it to Witham for their exclusive use.
 

In 1298 Kilmington tenants had common pasture in Kilmington Heath (c.600 a.), still said to be within the forest and paid the king 8s. in money and 12s. 1d. in wheat for common in the rest of the forest waste but the settlements and their lands were disafforested by the new perambulation.
 That may account for the reduced rent of 7s. 8d. paid in 1351.
 At Norton Ferris in 1307 a virgate holding had common pasture for eight oxen
 and recorded medieval freeholds averaged two virgates per homestead.
 In 1314 the Quayle holding comprised land measured unusually in deynes and pasture in bovates on Norton Hill.
 That indicates considerable arable and the open fields appear to have been on the hillsides at Norton although known as Norton and Kilmington fields.
 A man at Norton was surnamed le Herder in 1327.
 Meadow and pasture was in closes by the 16th century and probably earlier although Rodmead at Norton Ferris appears to have been shared until 1808 or later.
 Large closes were being divided up in the mid 16th century.


In 1280 the Norton Ferris demesne comprised 135 a. of arable, 13 ½ a. of meadow, unspecified quantities of underwood and pasture and was only worth £4 whereas rents were over £10 and tenants’ works were worth over £2 15s.
 Over the following century and a half rents had increased slightly and the amount of demesne arable had declined presumably laid to grass as in 1435 the Norton Ferris demesne comprised 100 a. of arable, 12 a. of meadow, 40 a. of pasture, 100 a. of wood and £13 in rent.
 Kilmington manor by 1518 was entirely let and rents comprised three quarters of the income. Payments to the forest courts and officers besides the cost of collecting rents, keeping accounts and holding courts accounted for most of the expenditure and the abbey receiver had only £12 9s. 7d. for 1517—18.
 Under the Crown after the Dissolution arrears rose to a third of income and many rents were not being paid.
 In 1544 when William, Lord Stourton paid over £1,200 for Kilmington manor comprising the demesne and two tenanted holdings the demesne farm had pasture for 400 sheep on the heath and his son was said to have kept 800.
 In the 1550s large numbers of sheep were folded on the common fields in winter.
 In 1601 Norton Ferris manor was sold with pasture for 60 sheep  in the fields and downs and 80 sheep and 6 oxen on Norton Downs in harvest season.
 The rector’s income in 1536 came largely from tithes comprising £10 from grain and £5 from wool and lambs.


In the 16th century the virtual gang warfare waged between the Hartgills and their neighbours, especially Charles, Lord Stourton, centred on the theft of horses and detention of livestock including oxen, valued at up to £3 a head, and on one occasion reputedly 1,200 sheep. 
 In the 1550s William Hartgill claimed to have had 14 milk cows,17 other cattle, five horses, and 356 sheep taken from fields where he was accused of trespassing. A tenant whose forfeited copyhold had been granted to William Hartgill before 1550 was accused of killing and injuring Hartgill’s horses and cattle on the land.
 Crops were also destroyed in these disputes including allegedly 60 a. of wheat, barley and dredge on Beckington farm and 34 a. of new wheat at Norton Ferris. The Hartgills claimed to have had 80 wainloads of wheat, barley and dredge, 60 of oats and 60 of hay taken. On another occasion William Hartgill was are said to have had a team of 14 oxen to pull a heavy wain over fields with 4 others yoked ready if required. As he valued his oxen at £3 each he was clearly an exceptionally wealthy farmer. It is evident from this and other legal disputes that oxen were generally the preferred draught beast.
 Oats and vetches were also grown but wills in the 16th and early 17th centuries were dominated by bequests of cattle, sheep and horses. There are no references to dairying, which was later to be the main feature of farming in the parish.
 
In the 1550s William Hartgill claimed to occupy much of Kilmington manor on leases and copies, challenged by other tenants, and may have amalgamated a number of holdings. Two tofts were recorded on the disputed land although a new house was also mentioned.
 He also claimed to hold, by a lease for lives of 1545, 100 a. called New Close part of Kilmington Common, which he said the tenants of the manor had consented to in 1544, although that was disputed. The land then lay in Selwood Forest where it was said there were rights of intercommoning with which the enclosed 100 a. interfered. However, the Hartgills retained the enclosed land, later called New Leaze and it was regarded as part of the demesne farm and subdivided by the later 17th century.
 William, Lord Stourton, on buying the manor in 1544 was said to have agreed to arable lands being inclosed including over 50 a. between Beckington farm and Norton Ferris and 80 a. near Norton. That appears to have been done by ditches and gates. However, the Hartgills are said to have exerted their right of way with wains over some of the newly-inclosed fields.

17th and 18th centuries

In 1601 John Hartgill inclosed 10 a. of Kilmington Heath, claimed as manor waste, for his own use and similar enclosures were permitted in subsequent years, some for building. At the same time the rector and a Norton Ferris tenant were forbidden to put their sheep on the common and tenants were presented for cutting and selling furze. It was later said that those who penned sheep in Norton Ferris manor had no right to pasture them on Kilmington Common. In 1607, however, the rector was allowed to cut furze and put cattle on the common by the manor court as a grant but not as a right.
 In 1624 John Hartgill was said to hold a 647-a. inclosure in Selwood Forest and 700 a. of waste but these figures equate to more than half the parish so presumably represent Kilmington manor.
 In 1644 an inquiry into Kilmington Heath was told it was 600 a. before the disafforestation of Selwood and that Kilmington tenants used it for pasture and fuel besides having the right to graze other parts of the forest. The tenants had recently been charged up to £200 when taking out new copyholds with common, and the 200 a. left after the allotment to the Crown
 and the Hartgill inclosures was insufficient as being an arable parish farmers needed pasture for plough beasts. It was said that John Hartgill was allowed to inclose the 10a. in return for ceasing to put his beasts on the common. No previous lord or lady of the manor had ever put stock on the heath except Mr Willoughby who had removed his sheep when asked to do so by the tenants.
 John Hartgill said that his father employed him to inclose a third of the common. Resentment at the reduction in the common probably led to the hedgebreaking and trespass on the Crown allotment in the 1640s and 1650s after Sir Charles Berkeley purchased and inclosed it although it was said the commoners had benefited by the destruction of the deer that formerly grazed the heath.
 Before 1678 the Hartgills had inclosed and divided the c.200 a. they had taken from Kilmington Heath.
  A farm was created and New House farmstead built there before 1722 when the whole former common was sold to trustees for Sir Stephen Fox.
  
Norton Ferris manor had a 200-a. sheepsleight at White Sheet Down but sheep and cattle pasture was mainly in the fields.
 By the middle of the 18th century the sheepsleight had been divided into pastures and coppices.
 In the 18th century a claim was made that Norton Ferris farmers had a right to graze stock in Gasper Common in Stourton but there is no record of such a right.

There were presumably two arable fields in Kilmington manor and two in Norton Ferris manor in the Middle Ages but they were all situated at Norton Ferris and were known by various names such as Norton and South field, Norton Upper Field, Crouch field, East and West field and Higher and Lower Kilmington fields so are difficult to identify.
 In 1601 one farm at Norton Ferris had 53 a. enclosed ‘in a great ditch’.
 There was one common meadow called Rodmead at Norton Ferris on the boundary with Maiden Bradley. In 1607 John Hartgill exchanged his shares in Rodmead with other landowners for closes and land in the South field.
 The glebe land was all enclosed by 1627 including 24 a. of arable
 but in 1632 a farm was sold as a yardland tenement with 15 a. of arable in Norton and Kilmington fields.
 By 1693 most of the Madox family’s land at Norton Ferris was inclosed including 36 a. in Norton field and 20 a. of arable at Combe Bottom had been lately laid to grass but many farms still had dispersed strips of arable in the fields.
 In 1711 the great common field called Norton field and the little common field called Kilmington field were recorded.
 In 1731 lands in the Great or North field at Norton Ferris were exchanged, apparently the inclosed North field in the north-east recorded in 1839.
 Kilmington Common Field, south-east of Berkeley farmstead was still was divided into strips in 1736. In 1747 land bordering Berkeley farmstead was said to have been inclosed out of Norton Ferris Upper Field and other closes to have been formerly part of Upper and Lower Norton fields.
 The earls of Ilchester gave closes to small freeholders in exchange for their strips in the fields
 and by the 1750s 12 a. of former strips had been recently enclosed on their Norton farm although 32 ½ a remained open on Kilmington farm.
 In 1774 the Norton Ferris fields were said to be ‘now inclosed’, no strips appear on later maps and there was no open field land by 1837.


Many small and medium-sized farms survived in the 1680s some named after 16th-century copyholders but the large farms were rack-rented.
 During the 18th century large farms absorbed smaller ones until only a few small holdings remained copyhold. The many exchanges of land enabled landowners to create very large farms especially at Norton Ferris.
 Rack rents fluctuated considerably even from year to year. Sir Stephen Fox let his two largest farms together for well over £200 and by 1712 was letting virtually his whole estate in Kilmington to one farmer but following difficulties in obtaining the rent it was reduced and his successors let the farms separately, presumably in hope of a better return. Fox had accepted straw and corn and c. 1758 his successor took wheat, oats, four horses, a dairy herd, two bulls and 100 sheep, half ewes, towards arrears.
 As small farms were bought or life leaseholds fell in their lands were added to the large farms and the farmsteads reduced to cottages or demolished. Sometimes farm buildings especially on Kilmington Street were retained as secondary farmyards or outfarms but most were demolished in the 20th century.
 

In 1628 the Norton Ferris demesne was to be stocked with 500 sheep, ten oxen, ten cows, a bull, ten young cattle and six pigs. By 1676 John Maddox of Norton had a cheese press and produced cheese from his herd of 18 cows and heifers and bacon from his pigs as well as growing wheat, barley, peas and oats with his team of six oxen.
 He also had ten steers, 800 sheep and their wool, seven horses and a well-furnished house.
 Several farms at Norton Ferris were mainly under grass in 1744 and in 1753 a marl pit on the estate was filled in.
 Before 1764 14 a. at Kilmington had been planted as an orchard and in 1780 Henry Hobhouse had a new orchard planted at Norton farm with 60 apples in a great many varieties and eight types of pear but few others were planted and even in 1885 there was very little orchard except at Norton Ferris.
 
Late 18th-century improvement

Henry Hobhouse was keen to improve his newly-acquired Norton farm and as well as including clauses in leases about not breaking grass and rotating crops required a tenant to sow clover and rye grass with his lent corn in the third year.
 In the late 1760s the farm had over 222 a. of arable in large closes, 112 a. of inclosed grass and over 200 a. of down including former closes that had been thrown open. It was let initially for £300 rising to £340 by 1771. Hobhouse commissioned two reports by Peter Fry of Axbridge and by Thomas Weston of Warwick. In 1775 the farm supported a dairy herd of 30 cows and young animals, 800 sheep of which 300 were breeding ewes, and two sows. The best cow ate 30 cwt of hay and was worth £8 a year, wheat gave eight sacks an acre every third or fourth year from 68 a., and coarse barley and oats were grown but vetches and peas did not do well on the heavy land. Ploughing was by a man and boy with three horses who managed only one acre a day and the wheat was sown with clover after which a large thorn bush was hauled over it. Weeds were troublesome and Fry recommended laying to grass. The same year c. £270 was spent building an 80-ft barn and a 40-ft diameter pool on the sheepsleight. In 1777 most of the farmyard was reconstructed. In 1778 Weston prepared separate recommendations for each field and although not advocating any change of land use suggested working wheat fields on a four-year rotation with turnips, barley with clover and fallow, draining some fields, ridging turnip fields for the winter and dressing with lime against fly damage, and especially harrowing and rolling grassland. He also found that the sheep on the down, which he recommended inclosing, were too long-legged for the grass.


 In the 1780s Edmund Rack recorded about 12 farms in the parish, mostly dairy and pasture, grass being worth twice as much as arable. The land was not suitable for good barley but produced wheat, oats and a few peas and turnips. Labourers had 1s. a day and drink.
 Part of a dairy herd was taken for arrears of rent in 1788
 and as dairying increased in importance much of the Hobhouse land at Norton Ferris was laid to grass.
 In 1772 the earl of Ilchester had spent over £43 building a large granary
 but a report prepared for him in 1790 stated that there was too much arable on his Norton farms and a third of it would be better suited to pasture. Some was cold white clay. A great number of fields had recently been thrown together but the surveyor recommended further amalgamations. On Kilmington farm some land was inclined to furze and the breast ploughing and burning of 146 a. of weedy former common land to convert it to sheep pasture was recommended.
 In the north Homestalls, a freehold farm, was still more than half arable in 1789 and had a large marl pit but also a 56-a. sheepsleight called Long Knowle on the top of Knowle Hill. After it was bought by the marquis of Bath a new farmstead was built between 1814 and 1839.


Hoare also had his land surveyed in the late 18th century with a view to improvement. Most of the small holdings were already laid to grass and harrowing was recommended, as was the sowing of remaining arable with clover for conversion to meadow or pasture. For the larger farms where clover and turnips were already grown drainage, liming and manuring of the arable were recommended and rotations including clover to be first mown then ploughed in the second year. All farms had cowhouses and two had dairies. The buildings were of stone and thatch and in good condition.

Inclosure of Kilmington Common

About 200 a. of Kilmington Common still lay open in the early 19th century. It was an irregular piece of land between the Hill Grounds, formerly Selwood Forest land on the west, the land taken into the Kilmington demesne to the north, the road to the church on the east, and the road from Bruton on the south.
 The down on White Sheet Hill carried no common rights, which at Norton Ferris were confined to the common arable and White Sheet Corner west of the down.
 However, in 1806 four cottages and ten additional gardens encroached on the Norton manor waste totalling over 4 a.

By the late 17th century the Hartgills as lords of Kilmington manor had added a large part of Kilmington Common or Heath,
 to their demesne farm. It had a road cutting across it to access the remaining common from New Road, stopped up by 1800.
  There were heavy penalties of up to a £1 for grazing illegally on the common, not removing geese by Candlemas or storing firewood there.
 In 1773 21 holdings were listed as having rights on the remaining area of Kilmington Common although by then some were only land with no farmstead and some claims were denied including those of the glebe and the former demesne farm, which had already had land from the common. Despite repeated orders in the manor court to throw open encroachments,
 in c.1800 four cottages and ten gardens encroached in the south-east corner of the common then measuring 207 ½ a., although some were probably made with the consent of the manor in the first decade of the 17th century.
 
In 1813 many local landowners and farmers petitioned Parliament for the inclosure of the remaining common.
 It cost over £1,600 part of which was raised by selling allotments, sometimes to people wanting to build cottages. Of the rest Sir Richard Colt Hoare was awarded 103 ½ a., the earl of Ilchester 39 a., the rector c.9 a. and small freeholders c. 20 a.
 In 1827 17 pieces of common were still in separate ownership.
 William Phelps claimed that inclosure not only benefitted the landowners but the poor who obtained larger gardens.

Earlier 19th century
In 1815 the rector claimed tithes were too low and that an acre of wheat was worth £10 and that tithes of £1 per cow and 3s. 6d. for ten fleeces was reasonable. Farmers thought otherwise one farmer saying his cows produced scarce enough milk for their calves and Richard Hoare, who was cropping Hill Grounds with a rotation of wheat, turnips, barley and grass, said the fields were subject to blight and would be more rewarding as larch plantation.
 Loss of arable reduced employment and in 1821 only 64 out of 121 families were employed in agriculture.
 As farms grew, especially after the major exchange of fields between landowners in 1812, many farmsteads like New House and Pickfords were converted to labourers’ cottages and remaining farmsteads were enlarged. Hoare’s tenants wanted cow and waggon houses in the 1820s.
 The Hobhouses were still concerned with improving their farm at Norton and when a long-standing tenant left in 1822 proposals for a new lease included the usual penalties on tilling grassland, mowing the meadows more than once a year, or growing corn in successive years and required the folding of sheep and the sowing of clover and rye at the end of the term. Although arable fields covered 206 a. and grass 119 a., 193 a. of downland was let with the farm.


The Ilchester estates were rack-rented apart from cottages and traditional rents amounted to only 4s. out of a nominal rental of over £280 although in the 1820s only c. £240 was received.
 Most of the estate was let to a single farmer who also leased one of the Hoare farms giving him a total of 785 a. in 1827 when one farmer rented the entire Hobhouse estate (526 a.) and three other farmers had between 145 a. and 266 a.
 In 1829 the Hoare estate in Kilmington (982 a.) comprised Norton Ferris farm (270 a.), Berkley farm (222 a.), Kilmington, now Manor, farm (187 a.), Cote farm (96 a.), an amalgamation of three small holdings and two farmsteads, East and West farms (27 a. each), north-east of Kilmington Street, Red Lion farm (10 a.) and the Hill Grounds (141 a.) then farmed with the Stourhead home farm. The smaller farms were entirely laid to grass but arable accounted for well over half the total acreage of the three largest farms.
 
In 1839 over 1,000 a. out of 2,587 a. was still arable. The soil varied in quality over clay and chalk from heavy land worked on a four-course rotation of wheat, turnips, barley and artificial grass to sandy loam producing good wheat and oats but the height of the parish meant harvests were late and much of the grassland was neglected and covered with furze and heath. Dairying predominated in livestock farming and only sheep were kept for meat. There were 250 cows, 160 young cattle, 7 working bullocks, 80 horses, 30 colts and 3,000 sheep. Rents average 30s. an acre for both arable and good grassland. Of 18 holdings the largest were 530 a. and 498 a.; there were three farms between 200 a. and 300 a., one between 100 a. and 200 a., two between 50 a. and 100a., five between 20 a. and 50 a. and five between 8 a. and 20 a. but a few of the smaller ones were held by tenants of larger farms and one farmer occupied over 550 a.
 Only 14 farmers were recorded in 1841 and 83 labourers but no specialised workers.
 A limekiln appears to have been opened in the 1840s on White Sheet Hill and was run profitably supplying farms on the Stourhead estate as well as the house itself in 1848. The rent increased from £18 in 1849 to £20 in 1867.
 There was a cottage and garden attached. The kiln appears to have gone out of use by 1912.


In the late 1830s and 1840s Henry Hobhouse enlarged his fields; boundaries were grubbed out and old names replaced with ones like 18 Acres. He built three new labourer’s cottages at Norton in 1848.
 Tenant farmers were also keen on improvement and several won prizes for livestock.
 Mr Lush, who farmed the Kilmington demesne farm, described the farm when he took it over in 1837 as having dry land, poor and worked-out arable of which 60 a. had been thrown out of cultivation and 237 a. of uncultivated common.  He pared and burnt the land at a cost of £8 an acre and fed it with ashes and bone as well as dung from the farmyards. He grew swedes then rape, vetches and turnips, eaten by the sheep before sowing wheat on the best land and rye on the rest. His yield of wheat rose from c. 26 bu. an acre to over 40.  He had been prepared to experiment, for example using bicarbonate of soda or subsoiling, which produced no improvements, and by 1859 had made 403 a. good arable.
 By 1851 the two largest farms had over 500 a., four more had over 180 a. and the rest were under 60 a. Three dairies were recorded, which might account for some of the seven female workers recorded on one farm in 1851 when 116 workers were employed on ten farms.
 A farmer retiring at Norton Ferris in 1857 had a dairy herd of 57 including a shorthorn bull, a flock of 332 Southdown sheep and six horses besides equipment for making cheese and hay and drilling turnips.
 
Later 19th century
In 1861 farmers employed 135 agricultural labourers and there were eight dairy workers, many resident on farms, and six shepherds and although the total recorded labour had fallen by 1871 there were 10 dairy workers, nine shepherds and three farm bailiffs.
 In the 1870s two dairies were run by women.
 Rents were rising on the Hoare estate by up to 50 per cent between 1841 and 1862 and in the case of Hill Grounds by 550 per cent, presumably due to improvements.
 About this time one farmer attempted to abolish the local custom of giving part of the labourers’ wages in beer instead paying them an extra 1s. a week in winter and 3s. in summer and encouraging them to save for necessities.
 In 1867 the rector and a leading farmer produced contradictory reports about the employment of female and child agricultural labourers in the parish. The former said there were 109 of whom 43 were boys and 14 girls under 18, including 14 under 10 years old five of whom were under 8 but the latter said there were only 85 such labourers of whom six were girls over 13 and 50 were boys of whom none was under 8. As the 1871 census only records 18 women and 41 boys employed on farms and a total of 103 agricultural labourers, most of the women and children must have been casual labourers. The rector noted that cottage rents were high although the accommodation was bad and that wages were very low. He referred to the system of private gangs being employed in agriculture although on a small scale.
 A boy carter in 1868 earned 1s. 6d. a week and was fined 5s. with 6s. costs when he lost control of his horses. He was in charge of a waggon and a cart.

Between 1866 and 1876 there was an increase in grain crops, although that might just reflect the timing of crop rotation, and an increase in grass. The number of sheep remained at about 2,500 but the number of dairy cows rose from 221 to 334 and pigs from 201 to 293.
 The stock of two farmers who died in this period reflects the importance of dairying and the use of artificial grasses for hay and roots for feeding. One farmer had Carson ploughs, broadcast and mowing machines, a turnip drill and several ricks of different types of hay besides 67 a. of pasture, 60 a. of clover hay and 44 a. of newly sown grasses. His unspecified livestock sold for £1,733.
 A Kilmington contractor was employed for chaff cutting, threshing, clover shelling and grass cutting. He charged up to 28s. a day for threshing, although he often had to wait two or three years for payment.
 Cowmen and shepherds were offered cottages at Norton Ferris in the 1870s but their wives were expected to work on the farm.
 Rents had stabilised on the Hoare estate although most farmers were on yearly tenancies with leaseholds reserved for the largest farms. Nearly half the estate was still arable but only Norton Farm had equal quantities of both arable and pasture most holdings seemed to specialise in one or the other with Berkeley farm and Hill Grounds still mainly arable. Improvements at Berkeley farm in 1878 included reroofing the house, stalls and other buildings with tiles. The farm had a large garden and stack yard.
 An arson attack in 1879 destroyed five corn stacks, wool, machinery, three barns and three cottages driving the uninsured farmer out of business. The farm sale included 70 dairy shorthorns, 300 Hampshire Down sheep, a Berkshire boar, ten carts and waggons, three ploughs and three mowing machines.
 In 1881 the Hoare estate borrowed money under the Inclosure Commission scheme for unspecified improvements to Stourton farm including Hill Grounds in Kilmington.
 
By 1881 both the number of labourers and of specialist workers had fallen and only nine farms were recorded, with up to 700 a. but four with under 100 a., employing 60 workers, probably due to the agricultural depression.
 However, the return of 1886 recorded 19 occupiers of land. Arable had declined substantially with only 390 a. recorded, most of it under wheat and oats, and 2,060 a. of grass. As a result the number of horses had fallen from 81 in 1876 to 66 but despite the great increase in grass there had only been a slight increase in livestock although the dairy herd had increased to 388 and the pigs to 390.
 The decline in labour continued with 11 farms recorded in 1891 and 1901 with 62 labourers falling to 22 in 1901 but offset by an increase in cattlemen and dairy workers to 14.
 At least three farms were run by women in the 1890s possibly influencing the choice of livestock.
 The number of sheep fell dramatically to only 827 by 1906 but milk cows rose to 424 in 1896 and 511 in 1906 and pigs to 575 in 1896 before falling to 502 in 1906 as fewer sows were kept.
 
20th century
Farming continued to follow late 19th-century trends. Horses remained important and a horse dealer was resident in 1907.
 At Norton Ferris dairy shorthorns, Hampshire Down sheep and Berkshire pigs remained the preferred stock and the pedigree bull recorded in 1903 was probably typical of the dairy farms. Norton Ferris farm had a 70-cow dairy but Norton Manor farm was a 600-a. mixed farm.
  In 1910 of 13 recorded farms five were under 100a. although two were let to a single tenant. Farms were smaller than in the mid 19th century the largest being the Hobhouse farm (523 a.) and the Hoare farm (329 a.) at Norton Ferris.
 Most farms had cowstalls, dairies and cheeserooms as did several smallholdings and houses such as the rectory. Holdings as small as 5 a. were engaged in dairying and virtually everyone seems to have had pigsties although the statistics show pig-keeping was less popular. The Hobhouse farm at Norton Ferris had a dairy house with cheeseroom, stalls for c. 60 cows and a secondary farmstead at Coombe and the Hoare’s Norton Ferris farm had two dairies. Three farms Cote, West and Moor had been thrown together but retained two houses, one as a dairy house. Much of the land was said to be good and well-farmed. The Hoares provided a small piece of land for allotments in 1910.

There was a continued decline in female employment even in dairying by 1911 when of seven cheesemakers and dairy workers only two were women. Four farms had a resident male cheesemaker. There were only 32 agricultural labourers and at least seven cottages were in ruins.
 In 1916 the 14 farms were all over 150 a. or under 50 a. and arable was still declining although horses kept had increased to 97, mostly for agricultural purposes. However, despite the conversion to and improvement of grass, only 237 a. was heathland, livestock numbers were declining especially sheep (685) and pigs (393).
 The war caused problems as at least four cheesemakers were in the army in 1916 with many other specialised farm workers. There had been no move to ploughing, although the availability of 16 ploughteams suggests it might have been planned, and most farms were mainly grass with much arable under clover. Only one farm had taken on women to milk its 57 cows.

After the war the Hobhouse farm at Norton Ferris was divided into seven smallholdings by Wiltshire County Council, which planned cowhouses and dairies.
 As very large farms were divided new farmsteads were provided, some like New House farmstead, on its old site although the farm was divided into New House and Great Ground farms in 1924 and a large new farmyard for the latter was built north of New House Farm.
 In 1926 there were 27 farms, only three over 150 a., but no further loss of arable on which oats was the main crop (92 ½ a.), followed by wheat (47 ½ a.) and roots (35 a.). Sheep had been reduced again to 238 and pigs to 84 but cattle numbers had increased to 930 over two thirds of them dairy animals and there were over 4,200 poultry.
 The increase in cattle caused problems with water shortages especially for the new county farms who were said to put 100 cattle on the Down.
 Wiltshire County Council did not divide the down between the holdings but allowed all their tenants at Norton Ferris grazing on it.
 In 1927 a herd of 117 dairy shorthorns was put up for sale at Norton Ferris and they remained the dominant breed of cow in the 1940s.
 In the 1930s a poultry farmer specialised in breeding pedigree birds.

By 1936 some farms were increasing in size with six over 150 a. but there were 11 under 50 a. and arable had fallen to 109 a., mostly under wheat and oats. Only 41 workers were employed regularly. Horses remained important (58) and there were over 1,000 cattle, mostly in dairy herds and pig numbers had risen again to 420 but there were no sheep and only 3,037 poultry.
 Rough grazing had increased to 385 a. in 1942. The war brought changes including the ploughing of 132 a. of grass in 1940 and 236a. in 1941 mainly for oats but also wheat, roots, potatoes, beans and cabbage. Dairying remained important.
 Church farm was offered for sale in 1941 as a 152-a. dairy farm with cheeseroom, cow stalls for 66 and refrigerating house for accredited milk.
 At the same period the Red Lion had a dairy herd of c. 25, two breeding sows and like most farms still used horsepower but had improved its pasture, former downland.
 However, by 1942 there were 13 tractors in the parish and 19 farmyard engines, but only 30 full-time, workers, one female, and 9 part-time workers of both sexes. There were 924 cattle, mostly dairy, 72 pigs, 44 horses, five mules, one goat and 2,810 poultry. Most land was fair to good, most of the 22 farms were A-rated and were worked full-time. Some farmers were struggling with injuries and old-age and those were most likely to be B-rated and to use no fertiliser.

The results of war-time agriculture were still apparent in 1946 with a fall in rough grazing to 244 a. and arable at 580 a. higher than it had been since the 1890s. Besides prisoners of war there were 42 full-time workers, five of them women, and 12 part-time workers including two women. There were still 40 horses on farms, 1,135 cattle and 3,003 poultry but pigs had declined to 19.
 By 1956 the parish was reverting to grass with 187 a. of arable crops, primarily, oats and fodder crops and no wheat. A further 470 a. was sown with clover and artificial grasses for mowing or grazing. Only 16 horses were kept, fewer than half for agricultural work but other livestock was increasing in numbers with 1,342 cattle, mostly dairy, 649 pigs, 6,305 poultry, and for the first time since the 1920s there were sheep although only 106. There were 31 full-time workers and eight part-time or casual labourers, mainly male
 and that is reflected in the construction of new accommodation for agricultural workers into the 1960s.
 Milk production increased on the Red Lion smallholding in the 1950s from five 10-gallon churns a day in 1951 to seven in 1957. The average annual production was 704 gallons per cow worth over £100.
  In 1966 the county smallholdings included eight farms with a total of 325 cattle and 82 pigs.
 By that year poultry-keeping had shrunk to 2,589 birds, cattle and sheep numbers had barely changed but pigs had increased to 1,299 and wheat and barley to 301 a. Rough grazing covered only 70 a.
 The dairy herd increased again before 1986 when cattle totalled 1,708, mostly milk cows and heifers, but there was a small fall in pig and sheep numbers and poultry had virtually disappeared with only 216 hens recorded. Of 16 holdings, 11 were dairy farms, only eight were over 100 a. and three were worked part-time. However, there had again been an increase in arable with over 520 a. under wheat and barley.
 The trend to greater arable farming continued and by 1986 wheat and barley covered over 920 a. but the dairy herd had declined and total cattle were only 1,442 whereas pigs had increased to 2,359 and sheep to 925. Of 15 holdings only 8 were dairy farms and two were cereal farms. Employment had fallen and there were only 12 regular farm workers out of 38, the rest being farmers and their families.
 The number of farms continued to decline and by 2016 there were eight working farms specialising in arable, beef and dairying.
 Many small and secondary farmsteads have been lost or converted to other use.
WOODLAND

In 1086 woodland covered an area one furlong by three, possibly along the northern and western boundaries and part of later Selwood Forest.
 The reference to ‘boughs falling under the foot of the wolf’ in 1279
 and to a payment to the crown for common as ‘wood gavel’ in 1298 implies that tenants were collecting wood in Selwood forest. Both Kilmington and ‘Norton’
 woods were inside the forest boundary as perambulated that year.
 Norton Wood covered 100 a. in 1435
 but was at least partly cleared by the mid 17th century when waste and meadow were called Norton Wood.
 It might be Knowle Wood, recorded in 1585, but a fragment of woodland nearby was called Norton Wood in the 19th century.


In 1518 a man was accused of felling and removing trees on his tenement at Kilmington.
 In 1609 Kilmington manor tenants might shroud hollies and thorns to mend their hedges and fell a bush or as much as a man could carry in a basket on his back, although the lord of the manor had an exclusive right to those on his demesne.
 In 1743 a tenant at Norton Ferris was required to plant three timber trees every year and by 1777 there were 410 timber trees on the farm.
 In 1744 an 18-a. coppice there was said to be felled every twelve years and to have many trees.
 

 A grove of oaks near the Kilmington mansion house, now Church Farm, valued at £400 in 1675 was pasture by 1681 and the 7-a coppice was only 6 a. in 1712 and 4 a. in 1800 and 1839.
  Knowle Wood was divided in coppices in 1681.
 An estimated 40 a. mainly of oak coppice wood survived in the 1780s.
 On the earl of Ilchester’s estate two coppices covering c.24 a., presumably their 1681 share of Knowle Wood, were in the process of being felled and by 1796 only 18 a. remained.
 Hoare was advised to clear his coppice for arable and retain only timber trees but retained his 24-a. share of Knowle Wood as two copses, one called the Nursery, in 1797.
 Trees were planted on Charles Webb’s Homestalls farm after 1789 and there was a 7-a. wood but all woodland on the farm was cleared by the marquis of Bath before 1839.


Before 1815 Sir Richard Colt Hoare had planted larch, which he considered the most profitable use of the high ground, at Jack’s Castle at the west end of Hill Grounds.
 Following inclosure Sir Richard planted his allotment with oak and larch.
 By 1839 there was only 124 a. of woodland in the parish mainly in Knowle Wood (37 a.) and in the several Hoare plantations.
 One or two woodmen were recorded between 1841 and 1871 and thefts of wood were prosecuted in 1848.
 Timber trees consisted of ash, beech, oak and larch was also grown and in 1861 the former common produced 1,500 larch and oak trees and 6,000 faggots for sale.


By 1885 Knowle Wood had been cleared except for a fragment outside the parish and only a tiny part of Norton Wood was left. In the 20th century the woodland was neglected and in 1910 most was valued for shelter only but the Hoare estate seems to have continued growing conifers on Jack’s Castle having replanted in the 1890s. The larches were said to be the only good trees in the parish but some plantations had been reduced to ornamental belts.
 By 1904 the last coppice had been cleared. The only new planting was a small wood in the village on Cote Lane.

WARREN
In the 1550s there was a fragmentary reference to 1,000 couples of rabbits.
 It was later said that the keeper of Selwood forest kept a warren on the common before the Crown sold the manor and forced John Hartgill to demolish the warren and lodge he had made and killed his rabbits.
 After the 1630 disafforestation of Selwood John Hartgill rebuilt a lodge and established a warren on the best part of the heath to the annoyance of the tenants.
 It was not recorded again but in 1901 there was rabbit trapper in the parish and in 1943 rabbits were infesting farmland at Norton Ferris.

MILL
A windmill on Kilmington heath was said in the 1550s to have been out of use for several years and the sails and stones were taken away. It was presumably demolished shortly afterwards.
 A watermill was recorded on Norton Ferris manor in 1595 but there is no other record
 and it was probably Woodbridge mill at Gasper in Stourton.

QUARRYING
In the 1780s there was said to be ‘flinty’ rock for both road repair and building houses.
 That might have been quarried on White Sheet.
 There were gravel pits in 1814 in the north west near the Yarnfield turnpike gate, held by the highway surveyors in 1821, which remained open in 1904.
 In 1821 3 a. of quarries and gravel pits on Bradley Road was also  held by the highway surveyors, apparently as tenants to the Lush family but by 1839 they were sublet to Joseph Lush.
 In 1910 the quarry there was assessed for a royalty on stone and three quarrymen were recorded in 1911 but the quarry may have been given up shortly afterwards.
 Lime was quarried and burnt at White Sheet from the 1840s and the right to do so was let with the cottage
 but quarrying had probably ceased by 1912.
 
TRADES AND CRAFTS

Cloth
It is not known when the cloth industry came to Kilmington but until the late 19th century sheep had been kept in the parish in large numbers. However, the first recorded textile worker were linenweavers in 1619 and 1693.
 The Ryall family were woolstaplers from the early 18th to early 19th centuries
 and a wool sorter was recorded in 1806.
 In the 1780s many of the poor were said to be employed in spinning and carding, presumably for the serge and hosiery trade at Bruton but that industry had been replaced by silk by the end of the century.
 One stocking knitter was recorded in 1901.

The mercers recorded between 1684 and 1765 may have been traders or shopkeepers
 but later Kilmington had a small silk industry presumably connected with that at Bruton. The silk house near Cote Lane and the former common is of 18th-century date and was built in the grounds of a house, since demolished, before 1797.
 In 1818 when female children of the poorer classes were employed in the manufacture of silk,
 the building was said to have been lately used as a silk house.
 However, before 1827 it was acquired by John Sharrer Ward, who owned silk mills in Bruton throwing Italian silk and employed many outworkers, but it was only rated at £5.
  It was described as a factory in 1829.
 In 1831 it was said that the families of labourers in the parish were engaged in silk winding but during the 1830s the trade declined sharply and although in 1839 Ward remained the tenant of the silkhouse
 it was converted into six tiny dwellings, some only one up one down, known as Silk House Bottom in 1849. The National Trust converted it into three cottages in the later 20th century.
 Despite the closure of the silk house women still wound silk for the Bruton mills; 11 in 1841 and 24 in 1851 but by 1861 only two still worked and one in 1871.

Malting

Although land in the parish was said to be unsuited to malting barley there were malthouses in the 18th century and one survived for most of the 19th.
  The house south of the church, known as Hartgills or the Malthouse,
 had a malthouse by 1730 when it was let to John Maxfield (d. 1780).
 He also inherited the malting business of his parents-in-law John Wilmott (d. 1748) and Sarah (d. c. 1752) and was described as ‘the great maltster…esteemed for his good sense, good nature, affability and generosity’ but the business seems to have been damaged by the incapacity of his executor.
 The business was acquired by the Lush family of maltsters who may have built the large former malthouse attached to the house,
 converted to a pottery studio after 1946.
 Malting appears to have been given up by 1841.

Smithies
The earliest recorded trade in the parish is smithing and in 1327 one man at Norton and two at Kilmington were surnamed smith.
 There was a smithy near the Red Lion on Long Lane, along the southern boundary, with stands for three horses, and another at the Common from the 1730s.
 However, a smithy with a smallholding at Norton Ferris was demolished in the 1770s.
 In the mid 19th century the smithies provided work for up to eight smiths and  thereafter there were four or five until the early 20th century.
 In the 1900s one smith carried out tool, machinery and waggon repairs, maintained pony traps and kitchen ranges, and supplied oil as well as shoeing horses.
 His smithy remained in business in 1939.

Woodworkers and others
The prevalence of woods and copses in the parish before the later 19th century probably spawned several industries. Carpenters were recorded from 1732, a carpenter’s shop was built on the common before 1737
 and the Green family were carpenters during the 18th century.
 By the 19th century there were many carpenters’ shops in Kilmington. In 1801 one was said to have been converted from a stable
 and many carpenters and sawyers were recorded from the 1800s including a coach wheelwright in 1842.
  Two or three families of carpenters and wheelwrights were in business in 1861.
 The Trimbys dominated the trade in the 19th century. William Trimby had a workshop in 1839 and worked as a turner followed by his son Uriah.
  George Trimby was a wood turner and shopkeeper in 1861.
 Uriah built up the business and by 1881 was a builder and wheelwright.
 In 1910 his business in Kilmington Street consisted of his house and five cottages converted for business use including carpenter’s, paint and wheelwright’s shops, all described as in parts dangerous, and another cottage with sawpit, wheelwright’s shop and forge, in poor condition. He also owned a lot of poor cottage property. The business does not appear to have survived his death in 1912
 and in 1919 the district council considered compulsory purchase for housing.
 In the mid 19th century there were several sawyers, turners, coopers and hoopmakers and in 1871 nine hurdlemakers and a basketmaker. Presumably the increase in wheeled vehicles led to rise in the number of wheelwrights from two in 1871 to five in 1881 and 1901.
 In 1911 there was only one carpenter and one wheelwright.
 A small sawmill site, north of Kilmington Street, set up after the Second World War was redeveloped for housing in the 1980s and there was a car repair workshop.
 
Brick kiln acre or close, later Brickhill, was recorded at Norton Ferris in late 18th century.
 In the 1840s and 1850s century building workers including thatchers, plumbers, bricklayers and plasterers were recorded, some lodging, but few thereafter.
A leathercutter was in the parish in the 1760s,
 a woman was gloving in 1851
 and up to four shoemakers worked in the parish until 1891.
 
FAIR
There were several markets in the area including Bruton and Wincanton and for livestock Shaftesbury and Frome were used in the 20th century.
 However, an annual fair was held on Kilmington common by the 18th century. It may have been connected with a revel said to be held on the Sunday after the assumption (15 August).
 In 1758 the fair was let out on a lease for lives at two guineas and was held on 24 August for cattle, horses, pigs and cheese. 
 Farmers complained about their servants and labourers attending during harvest, so in 1781 Richard Hoare ordered it to be discontinued.
 In 1816 attempts were made to hold a fair and the excise man was accused of improperly granting licences to sell beer. On 2 September Sir Richard Colt Hoare told stallholders that the fair was discontinued and anyone appearing in future would be prosecuted.
 However, it was advertised in 1840 and 1852.

RETAIL SERVICES
Public Houses
In 1634 John Lapham was accused of keeping a tippling house without licence and allowing disorder in his house on Sabbath days and holydays.
 During the later 17th century there was one licensed victualler, including William Lapham in 1673,
 but between the 1680s and 1712 a cottage at Norton Ferris was kept as an inn by the Reynolds family.
 There were two licences issued for most of the 18th century, probably for the Jolly Drover at Kilmington Common and the Red Lion, so named by the 1780s,
 both on the old Salisbury road that formed the southern boundary of the parish to meet the needs of travellers.
 However, there were several unlicensed alehouses as in 1743 eight men and women were convicted of selling beer and ale without licence and one man was  convicted again in 1750.
 

The keeper of the Jolly Drover moved to Bruton c.1789 and it ceased to be a public house.
 It continued to be known by that name, now the Jolly Drovers, but by 1847 it was divided into two dwellings whose tenants were required not to allow the sale of alcohol on the premises.
 

The Red Lion was built, apparently on land formerly of John Madox (d. c.1716), shortly before 1728 when it was sold to William Shoard. It may have been first licensed in 1731 and certainly from 1740. In 1754 William left it in trust for his daughter Margaret and her son William Fathers who mortgaged it. In 1757 Stephen Fox, earl of Ilchester bought the inn and surrounding land from Margaret and William and it was run with a small dairy farm
 but in 1812 he gave it to Sir Richard Colt Hoare as was part of the exchange of land.
 The Herridge and Howell families kept it during the early 19th century, although the Howells were Methodists,
 and in 1854 the parishioners petitioned against the sale of alcohol on Sundays.
 Between 1945 and 1961the proprietors also delivered cider and other alcoholic drinks locally. In 1978 it sold c. 100 gallons of beer, two and a half gallons of spirits and half a gallon of wine each week.
 It remained in business in 2016 and formed part of the Stourhead estate. The building may incorporate the original early 18th-century cottage but by 1910 it had two reception rooms, bar, tap and smokeroom.


Joseph Bird was a beerseller at Kilmington Common in 1837 and 1842,
 a blacksmith kept a beerhouse there in 1851
 and part of a house called the Stags Head was a beerhouse probably between 1861 and 1871.


Shops and services

Shopkeepers were recorded from 1753
 including grocer, draper and dairy farmer Richard Newton or Nuton who went bankrupt in 1794,
 Hugh Lush (d. 1818) who held the silk house,
 Benjamin Gaisford, grocer whose wife seems to have run the shop
 and William Penny who built a new house before 1858.
 Four people were rated on their shops in 1827 but those may have been workshops.
 Two shops and a butcher were recorded in 1841.
 Shops appear to have been mainly on Kilmington Street but there was a draper’s at Kilmington Common in 1861.
 There were two coal dealers in 1861
 and three coal hauliers in 1901.
  In 1871 there were six shops in the parish besides butchers, bakers and coal dealers but thereafter the number declined. In 1891 two shopkeepers and a picture framer and general dealer employed nine assistants mostly relatives.
 
There were up to five commercial bakers from 1861.
 There was a bakehouse at Kilmington Common and two others in Kilmington Street in 1910, one attached to a grocer’s shop, 
 and in 1916 one baker kept two horses and a donkey presumably for deliveries.
 Only two shops were recorded between the wars and only one in 1939 when there was a petrol station.
 In 1931 there were no professional or transport services although a limited bus service was introduced in the later 20th century.


There was a post office facility by 1848
 and a woman kept the post office and ran a farm in 1861 with an elderly woman letter carrier. Postwomen were a feature of Kilmington life and the first postman was recorded in 1911.
 In 1910 the council complained that it was only open for an hour on Sunday, which was not long enough for people to collect post and reply. The nearest telegram facility was at Mere and there was no public telephone in 1930.
 The post office was kept by women until 1939 or later.
 Like most rural villages in the later 20th century Kilmington lost its retail services although the Post Office survived until c. 1999.
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�     Dors HC, D/FSI boxes 18, 170A, rentals and survey and 177A, tithe survey 1796.


�     WSHC 383/10;1 Dors. HC, D/FSI, box 177A, tithe survey 1797.


�     WSHC, X6/47 and 47A; SHC, tithe award.


�     Dors. HC, D/FSI, box 320B, correspondence.


�     W. Phelps, Hist. Som. II, 177.


�     SHC, tithe award; above, landownership.


�     TNA, HO 107/952, 1850; RG 10/196; SHC, Q/SR/567/30.5.


�     TNA, IR/8624; Frome Times 17 July 1861: BNA accessed 29 June 2016. 


�    TNA, IR 58/73468; OS Map, 1: 0560, Som. LV.SE. and SW. (1885 edn).


�    OS Map, 1: 0560, Som. LV.SE. (1904 edn); OS Map 1:25000, sheet 142 (1997 edn).


�    TNA, STAC 4/7/41


�    TNA, E 134/7Chas1/Mich20; E 134/71654—55/Hil1.


�    TNA, E 134/7Chas1/Mich20.


�    Above, landownership; TNA, RG 13/1963; MAF 32/39/272.


�    TNA, STAC 4/7/45.


�    Cal. Pat. 1594—5, p. 89.


�    WSHC 383/568; SHC, A/ABS/1; Q/RDe/127	


�    McDermott and Berry, Rack’s Survey, pp. 240.


�    OS Map, 1:10860, Som. LV. SE (1885 edn).


�    SHC, DD/WY, C306 Som 36a; Q/RDe/127; OS Map, 1:10860, Som. LV. SW (1904 edn).


�    SHC, Q/RDe 127; DD/BT 3/6/2; tithe award.


�    TNA, IR 58/73468; RG 14/12157.


�    TNA, IR 58/73468; OS Map, 1:10860, Som. LV. SE (1885 edn).


�    Above, this section, agric.


�    SHC, A/BKH/1; WSHC 383/568.


�    WSHC 383/196, 568; Dors. HC, D/FSI, box 177A, tithe survey 1797; Salisbury and Winchester Journal, 6 Dec 1802.


�    TNA, PROB 11/1276/257.


�    M. McDermott and S. Berry, Edmund Rack’s Survey of Somerset (Taunton, 2011), pp. 239—40; VCH Som. VII, 33, 56.


�    TNA, RG 13/1963.


�    WSHC, 383/567, 576; TNA, PROB 11/421/53; PROB 11/912/311.


�    WSHC 383/203.


�    Educ of Poor Digest [1818] (1819), 787.


�    SHC, DD/S/OG/10.


�    SHC, DD/BT/3/6/2; VCH Som, VII, 33.


�    WSHC 383/106.


�    VCH Som, II, 422—3; VII, 33; SHC, tithe award.


�    NHBL 1198324.


�    TNA, HO 107/952, 1850; RG 9/1323; RG 10/1965; VCH Som, VII, 33.


�    McDermott and Berry, Rack’s Survey, pp. 239—40.


�    WSHC, 383/196; S. Hobbs, Gleanings from Wilts Par. Regs (WRS 63), 135


�    WSHC, 383/573, 575. 


�    TNA, PROB 11/764/37; PROB 31/783/999; Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gaz. 28 Dec. 1780: BNA accessed 24 June 2016.


�     Dors. HC, D/FSI, box 177A, tithe survey 1797; SHC, DD/BR/tw/23; Q/REl/28/3; tithe award; TNA PROB 11/1305/31.


�    WSHC, 1844/18—19.


�    TNA, HO 107/952.


�     F. Dickinson, Kirby’s Quest etc (SRS 3), 97—8.


�     SHC, DD/X/TNN/1; WSHC 383/196, 568; TNA, IR 58/73469; SHC, tithe award.


�     Dors. HC, D/FSI box 170A.


�     TNA, HO 107/952; RG 11/2079; RG 13/1963.


�     SHC, DD/X/PAT/12.


�     Kelly’s Dir. Wilts. (1915—39).


�     WSHC 383/574, 980.


�     WSHC 383/568.


�     Dors. HC, D/FSI box 316, lease bk.


�     SHC, A/BKH/1;  Q/RJl/28/4.


�     PO Dir. Som. (1861).


�     SHC, tithe award; TNA, HO 107/952.


�     PO Dir. Som. (1861).


�     TNA, RG  11/2079.


�     TNA, IR 58/73469; Kelly’s Dir. Wilts. (1915). 


�     WSHC G9/100/3.


�     TNA, HO 107/952, 1850; RG 9/1323; RG 10/1965; RG 11/2079; RG 13/1963.


�     TNA, RG 14/12157.


�     WSHC 3327/9/2.


�     WSHC 385/196; Dors. HC, D/FSI, box 177A, tithe survey 1797; SHC, tithe award.


�     TNA, HO 107/952, 1850; SHC, DD/S/OG 10.


�     TNA, PROB 11/1027/69; SHC, Q/RJl 28/4, 43.


�     TNA, HO 107/1850.


�     TNA, RG 9/1323; RG 10/1965; RG 11/2079; RG 12/1627.


�     TNA, IR 18/8624; WSHC 3549, pedigree book.	


�      McDermott and Berry, Rack’s Survey, p. 240.


�      WSHC, 383/201; The Bk of Fairs (1767), 67; W. Phelps, Hist. Som. (1836), II, 171.


�      Salisbury and Winchester Journal 13 Aug. 1781: BNA accessed 24 June 2016; McDermott and Berry, Rack’s Survey, p. 240.


�      SWHC 383/210


�      Bristol Mercury, 22 Aug. 1840; Wells Jnl 21 Aug. 1852: BNA accessed 24 June 2016.


�     SHC, D/D/Ca/297.


�     SHC, Q/RLa/23/1


�     Dors. HC, D/FSI, box 170A, survey 1685, rental 1712.


�     SHC, Q/RLa/23/1—2, 4, 6—9. 


�     WSHC, 3117/5.


�     SHC, Q/SR/311/166—73, 318/2/53.


�     SHC, Q/RLa/23/9—10; WSHC, 383/103.


�     SHC, A/BAS/3/71.


�     Dors. HC, D/FSI, box 300; above, this section, agric.


�     WSHC, 383/200, 205.


�     SHC, Q/RLa/23/11—12; TNA, HO 107/ 952; PROB 11/2253/298.


�     Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gaz. 15 Jun. 1854: BNA accessed 24 June 2016.


�     WSHC 3549.	.


�     TNA, IR 58/73468.


�     SHC, Q/RJl/28/4.


�     TNA, HO 107/1850.


�     Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1861—6); TNA, RG 10/1965. The name is older; the cottages were on the site of the house of William Hartgill in the late 18th century and the stag’s head is their emblem: WSHC 383/104, vol. 1; 383/199.


�    TNA, PROB 11/811/336; Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gaz. 3 Nov. 1768: BNA accessed 24 June 2016.


�    WSHC 383/197; Manchester Mercury 24 Jun. 1794: BNA accessed 24 June 2016; London Gaz. 28 Feb. 1795, 202: The Gazette, accessed 24 June 2016.


�    SHC, DD/RR/32/9/1; DD/S/OG/10.


�    SHC, Q/RJL/28/4; TNA, HO 107/ 952.


�    SHC, A/CED/2/11.


�    SHC, DD/BT/6/2.


�    TNA, HO 107/952. 


�    TNA, RG 11/2079.


�    PO Dir. Som. (1861).


�    TNA, RG 13/1963.


�    TNA, RG 9/1323; RG 11/2079.


�    TNA, RG 9/1323; RG 10/1965; RG 11/2079; RG 13/1963.


�    TNA, IR 58/73468—9.


�    WSHC, G9/172/1.


�    Kellys’ Dir. Wilts. (1903—39).


�    H.E. Bracey, Social Provision in Rural Wiltshire (1952), 194; WSHC 3327/9/2.


�    SHC, Q/SR/565/86.


�    TNA, RG 9/1323; RG 10/1965; RG 11/2079; RG 12/1627; RG 13/1963; RG 14/12157.


�    WSHC 3363/1.


�    Kelly’s Dir. Som. (1861—1899), Kelly’s Dir. Wilts. (1903—39).


�    WSHC 3327/9/3.	






