RELIGIOUS HISTORY

PARISH CHURCH

The present church building dates back to at least the early 14th century, but was
substantially altered between the late 14th century and the early 16th.! A will of 1466 refers
to the church of Our Lady of Bradford,? but the church was dedicated to St Giles by 1754.’

The register of baptisms and burials dates from 1558, and that of marriages from 1561.*

Advowson

The advowson was contested in the second half of the 13th century. 64 Thomas de

ter de Meriet, lord of the manor, owned the advowson by 1320.7 In 1350 John de

Middleton, who had resigned as rector, himself presented his successor to the benefice.® By
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1357 the advowson had returned to the Meriet family when it was in the hands of Walter’s
nephew and heir Simon and Simon’s wife Margery.’ As late as 1536 alms were given for the
souls of Simon de Meriet and his wife out of the endowment of the church.!® The advowson
subsequently passed with the manor in 1372 to Sir William de Bonville, who sold them that
year to Sir Guy de Bryan, who in turn granted them to Sir Henry Perecehay two years later.!!
By 1381 the advowson was in the hands of John Waskham (alias Walsham or Raddington)

who alienated it to the prior and convent of Barlinch.!? In 1387 it was ag hat the prior

of Heatherton owson.'? His son Hugh Jenison Adair was vicar of

Bradfordand the: @wner of theé advowson by 1866.2° His successor as vicar, Philip Palfrey
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Broadmead, owned the advowson from 1885 until his death in 1922, when he was succeed by
his widow who was still the owner of the advowson in 1939.2! In 1973 Harold Hamilton
Broadmead of Enmore Castle, Bridgwater, transferred the advowson to the bishop of Bath
and Wells.??> Bradford was united with neighbouring parishes in 1975 to form the benefice of
Bradford-on-Tone with Oake and Hillfarance, and Heathfield.?® By 2003 the patrons were the

bishop of Bath and Wells and the parochial church councils of Bradford, Oake, Hillfarrance

and Heathfield with Cotford St Luke.?* Bradford had ceased to be a sepa arish by 2008
and was part of the Wellington and District Team Ministry; the ady, e hands of

the patronage board of the team ministry.?

Income and Property
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his curate at 6s.3! In 1536 the net value of the vicarage was £10 17s. 4d. The lands were
valued at £1, great tithes at £2, tithes of wool and lambs at 19s. 8d., and offerings and other
monies at £6 17s. 84.>? On the dissolution of Barlinch priory that year the vicar received an

annual pension of 40s;* it was still being paid in 1605** and 1707.%

By 1639 the vicarage had 15%2 a. of glebe land. The vicar received the tithe hay from

11 a. of land on Bradford Moor.*® The 1635 probate inventory of the vicar, James Cole(s),
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case in 1671.”” The reputed value of the living was £50 by
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by ¢.1930 comprised 4 a. 34 p. near Blackbrook and a further 1.5 a. of allotment land.*’ The

living was valued at ¢.£314 in 1939.%8

In 1639 there was a vicarage house with barn, stables, outhouses, a cow house, a
garden and two orchards. An old andiron and three square stools belonged to the house.*’ It is

not known whether this was the vicarage that stood on a site opposite the church by 1841.%°

152

drawn up in 1871°“ and the property was on the verge of completi

and dressing rooms, a bathroom, and four attic rooms. The

and coach house.>* A new vicarage was built c.1

Pastoral Care and Parish Life

The Middle Ages The church has‘a
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de Middleton became rector in 1333.% In 1334 William de Vernay left one bushel of wheat to
the rector of Bradford for forgotten tithes.’! When John de Middleton resigned as rector in
1350 he owned the advowson and presented his successor Henry de Bennecott.®* A John
Ruffin was rector in 1379.%° In 1381 there was a chaplain called Thomas in the parish.®
Following the alienation of the rectory and advowson to Barlinch priory that year, it is

possible that some of the Barlinch canons travelled to Bradford to conduct the services rather

The church recewed be in wi this period. Thomas Ashcombe bequeathed
6s. 8d.in 1466 a ell bequeathed a cow to the ‘store’ of Bradford

church.®®
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1500-1800 By 1529 there was a ‘brotherdyn’, perhaps a guild or guild chapel, in the church,
to which John Attway bequeathed 20d. Attway also left money for torches, which may have
been used at funerals, and the All Souls light. John Southey made bequests towards the
church’s bells in 1533 and gave 6s. 8d. for two services.%” Several others made monetary
bequests to the church in this period. Agnes Perry left 3s. 4d. in 1536,”° Denise Farthing alias
Leigh left 16d. in 1570,”! and William Meare bequeathed 3s. 4d. in 1585,7% as did Thomas

Pearce in 1601.73

In 1548 it was noted that the church had 233 communicants’.’* There was nglish

Bible in 1547.7° It was reported in 1554 that high altar was not cons ed and the church
was said to be in decay.”® In 1557 there were complaints co
windows.”” Though there are no further specific poor.condition of the
church’s fabric in the 16th century, in 1577 the

had absented themselves from churché ic ney for the repair of the

churchyard wall, which had collapsed.
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to place these such common artificers as should seem fit’, suggesting that it may have been

utilised as the church house.?! However, it seems he was unable to substantiate this claim.?

A series of notes at the end of Bradford’s earliest parish register detail seating

arrangements in the church in the 17th century. In 1614 Alexander Wilcox paid 6d. for a seat

behind the pulpit. James Norman constructed his own seat in the chancel with the consent of

windows was replaced, ion table was purchased for 10s., while this table and the
church screen we i 14s.9d. A ‘carpet’ was also purchased for the
communion ta

,atacostof £ s. 6d. The church still has its rood loft, which was

the church into the rood loft at a cost of £3 10s. A new Bible, the Book of Common Payer,
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and the Book of Homilies were also purchased, for £3 10s. 6d. The pulpit was moved from

the north side of the church to the south side at this time.%’

An inventory of the church’s goods and vestments in 1634 listed a copy of Bishop

86 «

Jewel’s Apology,® ‘the paraphrases of Erasmus, a book of monuments, a prayer book for the

fifth of November, the book of canons, and the book for recreations’, as well as a communion

cup and cover, a pewter flagon (also for the communion table), a cushion for the pulpit, a

perform marriages in February 1656, suggesting that he was a puritan.”?> Buckley’s
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appointment was probably the result of a sequestration during the Interregnum and he appears
to have been deprived of the living at the Restoration when John Brice was installed as vicar

by the Crown.”?

There were only 16 communicants in the parish in 1776.** By 1786 the church had a
choir, which met for practice on Friday nights, alternating between the church and a house in

Hele. The choir’s teacher, Joseph Crocker, was paid 1s. for each Friday and Sunday. It

was agreed that the 18 male singers would forfeit 2d. for absence from ervice or for
failing to go round the parish singing at Christmas. The choir’s
chiefly boys and young men as it was also stipulated that any memb the choir ‘who
swears an oath in Church or tells any tale that do not conce es fun or laughs

as to interrupt the Singing” was to forfeit 1d. for

In the late 18th century Rack descri , dark, and ‘fast going to

t.%

wainsco

n 181 vicar, Henry Churley Manley, also served as incumbent of
Sampford A , six miles away. There was one Sunday service and no curate. The church

was said to be able to hold between 500 and 600 persons.”” Manley was succeeded by

William Burridge in 1819, who was already the owner of the half-share of the manor once
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owned by the Franceis family, the advowson and the rectory estate.”® By 1827 Burridge was
also vicar of Hillfarrance, Sunday services alternated with Hillfarrance; there were two in the
summer, and one in winter.”” In 1833 the church was said to be able to hold 390 people.!'®
The church was reported to be in good repair in 1840. There were now two Sunday services,
and communion was held monthly.!! In 1843 the National school was kept in the vestry

room and the church itself. The churchyard served as a playground and sheep were also

Sunday mornings as between 150 and 200 people, plus 50

afternoon attendance was between 200 and 250.!%

new vestry before 1873.!%

8 Above, landownership.
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Morgan & Smith of Brighton, was also installed in Edgar Watson’s memory.!'? In 1921 the
vestry was replaced by a parochial church council.!'! Electric lighting was installed in
1936.''2 Mary (Mollie) Duckworth (d. 1970) bequeathed a new chalice and paten.!!® In 1977
Holy Communion was celebrated weekly on a Thursday morning, with two additional Holy
Communions on Sundays every month. There was an additional monthly Family Communion

service and a monthly Evensong.!'* A small church library was created in 1980.''°> By her

will Pamela Baker (d. 1990) left the church £10,000.''¢ The church recei bequest of

St Giles’ Church

The three-bay arcades, chancel arc the south wall of the chancel are

that gave access to the rood loft survives in the north aisle. The

ctagonal; the old font re-discovered in the 1920s survives at the west end of
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11 SHC, D/P/bra.t/9/2/1, 18 Mar. 1921.
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114 SHC, A/DBL/22/3, Mar. 1977, 5.
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the nave. At the east end of the north aisle is a desk-cum-chest which includes to re-used late
medieval bench ends.!'?! The wooden pulpit, which dates from the first half of the 18th
century, was moved from St Mary Magdalene in Taunton before 1873.'2? The reredos is
probably late 19th century; work to restore it began in 1921 and was finally completed in

1926 when figures depicting the four evangelists, designed by W. D. Caroe, were installed.'??

surmounted by an urn to John Petten of Rumwell (d. 1801).

classical monument to Josiah Easton of Hele (17

928 and as a result the main lights of the end windows of

azed with clear glass in 1929.1%7

ain wheel and pinion of the church clock could be of Elizabethan date or
earlier. Its going-train is probably early 18th century. The quarters train is a little later.'?® The

church has six bells. The inscription on two of the bells was used by the Exeter foundry in the

121 Thid. 21.

122 Jeboult, Valley of the Tone, 35.
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mid 15th century. Roger Semson (or Symson) of Ash Priors cast two of the other bells in the
middle of the 16th century. William Purdue cast another of the bells in 1646; this bell was re-
cast by John Taylor of Loughborough in 1964. The treble bell was cast by Mears and

Stainbank of London in 1871.'%°
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d to the chantry priest.'*?
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Needham, who shortly afterwards alienated it to Thomas and Edward Timewell for £137

8s 138

NONCONFORMITY

In 1577 Robert Sealey was presented for talking in church and not removing his hat at the

Thomas was presented for not receiving communion.'*’ Thom
were both excommunicated in 1623.4! In 1630 Thomas

receiving communion.'#?

Evidence of nonconformity in the 18 . William Sewe of Bradford

was granted a meeting house licence

6,144

Anabaptists in the parish in 177

138 Woodward, Chantry Grants, 19-20; above, landownership, chantry estate.
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(Som. Rec. Soc. 43), 85.
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chapels.'#® The congregation dwindled and the last interment in the chapel’s burial ground
took place in 1887.1%7 The chapel closed c.1901 and the building remained empty until the
1920s.!® The bodies in the burial ground were exhumed and re-interred in the parish
churchyard in 1925.!% The old chapel was used as a village hall between 1928 and 1931.1%°

By 2019 it had been a private home, known as Chapel House, for many years.!>!

Joseph Gould, a Bradford miller, was recorded as a local Methodist p

1871.132 In 1979 it was noted that there had until recently been Jehova sses attending

the village school.!>?
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151 francisfrith.com/uk/bradford-on-tone/chapel-house_memory-204409 (accessed 28 Jul. 2019).
152 TNA, RG 10/2362.

153 SHC, C/E/4/378/2, 313.




