LOCAL GOVERNMENT

By the time of the Domesday survey Bradford-on-Tone was part of the estates of the bishop
of Winchester in the Liberty or Outfaring.! Bradford was still listed as part of the ‘Forensic’
(or Outfaring) of Taunton in 1316, but there are no further references to Bradford in
connection with Taunton manor.”> After the local government reorganisation of 1894 it
became part of Wellington Rural District. In 1974 it became part of the district of Taunton

Deane. Since 2019 it has formed part of Somerset West and Taunton.

TITHINGS

The parish was divided into two tithings, Bradford and irst recorded in

have also contained

rewford, tithingman of Bradford, complained that while 11 men
in the tithin ed as tithingmen many other able-bodied men refused the office.’ At this

time the tithingmen were responsible for conveying vagrants and paupers onto the next
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tithing, a role they were still fulfilling in 1679.° In 1646 two tithingmen sought recompense
for the £6 10s. 7d. they had spent transporting and caring for wounded soldiers.” The
Bradford tithingman took custody of a man arrested for felony in 1654.% Refusal of the office
remained a problem and in 1680 it was claimed that it was compulsory for the occupants of
particular tenements to fill the role.” It is unclear whether the office was a manorial or

parochial appointment by then, though in 1702 the two tithingmen, one of whom was a

woman, were responsible for organising the lawday courts. At that ti they were also
responsible for the maintenance of the county bridges in the paris i hues and
cries. That year they also organised the whipping of a Bradfor tithingman is last

recorded in 1768.!! Rack made no mention of the tithings

MANORIAL ADMINISTRATION
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Court rolls for the Franceis half-share of the manor survive for 1399-1587, with
gaps.!® Courts were typically held once or twice a year. In the fifteenth century the courts
were usually combined lawday and hockday courts, though these were sometimes held
separately. Bradford and Hele presented separately. The court dealt with nuisances, tenants’
pleas and such agricultural matters as pannage payments. There is a court book for the Warre

half-share of the manor for 1538-41, where Bradford and Hele also presented separately.'*

states that the reeve was elected by the tenants of the manor. He

was paid 65 ar and four of his pigs were exempt from pannage payment. He was also
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exempt from payment of Peter’s pence and hundred pence and he did not have to pay a toll
when travelling to the mill. He was entitled to eat at the lord’s expense, apart from during the
summer, and eat in the lord’s hall with the other manorial officers when the lord visited. The
reeve was invited to all wedding feasts in the manor or received 6d. from the wedding
couple.?* The reeve was appointed annually in the Clarke portion of the manor in the 1690s.
In 1694 his annual salary was 20s.%> A bailiff was recorded in 1353.%° Richard Bluett was the
steward of the Franceis moiety in 1511-12.%7

A pound was mentioned in 1722 and last recorded in 1788.2

PARISH ADMINISTRATION

appointed as consta i 46, out of nine nominees.>? The final appointment of
constables took place in Feb when two men assumed the role.*?

ive in Bradford churchyard.®* In 1925 it was said that they had last been
use ad come to church drunk and refused to be quiet; the parish

constable ed to lock him in the stocks for the course of the service.>?
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Two vestry books survive for the period 1821 to 1921.3° Minutes up to 1829 almost
exclusively comprise the meetings of the select vestry for the poor, which administered relief
and oversaw the administration of the poor house. The select vestry, comprising eight
substantial householders or occupiers within the parish, was appointed annually at a general
vestry meeting.’” General vestry meetings usually took place two or three times a year. The

Easter vestry appointed the parish clerk, churchwardens, constables, the surveyors of the

highways, overseers of the poor, rate collectors and assessors.*® It appointed three
waywardens, representing the settlements of Bradford, Hele a ively.® A
doctor for the poor was appointed annually from 1831.*° The vest S itself with
flood alleviation, spending £16 on such work in 1870.*!

The Easter vestry nominated a guardian of the poor e Wellington Board
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number had risen to seven by 2019.*8 Councillors were elected, but if vacancies arose
between elections new members were co-opted.** The council was represented on the
management body of Bradford school.>

Sewage issues were a key concern for the parish council. By 1896 sewage was being
discharged into a ditch below the village, and no practical solution could be found beyond

t.Sl

periodically cleaning out the cesspit.”® The parish council pressurised Wellington Rural

District Council to address the nuisance at Gigly’s Pit, the village septic ,in 1931.5% The
state of the septic tank again gave rise to concern in 1952.3 A heme was
mooted at the same time, and after several years of discussion, ly commenced in

1963.>4

flood prevention work recently undertaken™ha o exacerbate the flooding
problem at Tone Green.”® In 1957 a
river at Hillfarrance was mooted.>®

The parish council t to secure ousing for the village. In 1925 the council

wrote to Wellington i council houses were badly needed.’” In 1926 four local
authority houses’ were built, reen,”® and four more in 1930.°° A further quartet of

council hodses e completed in Regent Street in 1952.%° Between 1980 and 1984 the parish
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council explored the possibilities for erecting local authority or housing association

bungalows for the elderly, but no scheme materialised.®!

Local services
A police station had been opened by 1897.%> A new police station was built at Heartherton in

1948.%% It was extended in 1958.° A new constable arrived in the village in 1976,% but the

station closed in 1980.° By 2009 the parish was served by a police munity support
officer.%’
By 1947 electricity was supplied by the Wellington i ic Co.

Proposals to install street lighting in the village were rej by the p ouncil in 1952

and in 1959.% The parish council raised the matter again i othing materialised
from the discussions.”®

In 1884 the sanitary inspector for Welli ural Sanitary Authority found that the
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a cost of £400.”* A new water scheme was undertaken between 1936 and 1938 at a cost of
£6086.7° By 1947 most houses had piped water and mains drainage.’®
Monthly refuse collections commenced in 1935,”” but these had become quarterly by

1938.78

4 SHC, D/R/wel/2/1/5, 13, 20, 88.

5 SHC, D/R/wel/2/2/11, 17, 87, 236.
' SHC, A/AGH/1/39.

"7 SHC, D/PC/Bra.t/1/2/1, 53.

8 SHC, D/R/wel/2/2/11, 269.



