
Doris Hatt (1890–1969) was 
a painter, feminist, educator 
and communist whose 
inspiring life and career 
have in recent years been 
revealed afresh as the result 
of a retrospective exhibition 
and two publications. 

Doris’s achievements include a large body 
of vibrant paintings which confidently 
respond to some of the most progressive 
art of continental Europe. Her distinctive 
modern vision is evident in the abstracted 
forms and bold colours of her paintings, 
created during an artistic career that 
lasted more than five decades. Her 
aesthetic exploration went hand in hand 
with a life characterised by strong socialist 
values, a commitment to social justice and 
a belief in the power of community. 
Doris was born in Bath and educated 
in London, Paris and Vienna. In 1924 
she moved temporarily to the Victorian 
seaside town of Clevedon. 
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Still Life with Goldfish Bowl, 1935, courtesy 
of Private Collection
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Picnic at Littlemead, c. 1940

Littlemead, photographed in 2018

This would ultimately become her home 
for over 40 years, the majority of which 
were spent with her partner and kindred 
spirit Margery Mack Smith, a textile artist 
and teacher. Doris and Margery met at an 
Independent Labour Party summer camp 
and developed a strong bond through 
their shared love of art and craft, and their 
political activism. 

Doris and Margery had a strong impact 
on their community at a time of cultural 
and political conservatism, becoming 
key figures in the life of the area. Their 
Art Deco home, Littlemead, which Doris 
designed herself and regarded as her 
greatest achievement, became a place of 
education where the children and young 
people of the town would attend informal 
weekly classes. Doris and Margery 
believed strongly in the great potential of 
the next generation and shared William 
Morris’s opinion that ‘we are only the 
trustees for those who come after us’. 
Littlemead was also a meeting place for 
artists, writers and political activists. 

Doris and Margery’s encouragement of 
open discussion was underpinned by 
their belief that ordinary people, working 
together in their community, had the 
power to forge a better and more equal 
society. Doris (left) and Margery, c. 1930


