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EMBARGO: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

4/2/2020 

Rural Life Museum Celebrates Two Iconic Somerset Events 

Two of Somerset’s best-known institutions will be celebrated at Somerset Rural Life 

Museum this year. In April the museum will open an exhibition of photographs documenting 

20 years of the Glastonbury Festival. In July it will highlight the work of the Royal Bath and 

West Society, the oldest agricultural society in the country, and the annual show that is 

synonymous with it. 

 

‘Music, Mud, Mayhem: Photographing Glastonbury Festival’ brings together images of the 

iconic festival during the years from 1997 to the present day. The images have been 

captured by the Somerset-based photographer Jason Bryant who has chosen his personal 

favourites for this special exhibition marking the festival’s 50th anniversary. It runs from 

Saturday 4 April to Sunday 28 June, ending on the same weekend as the Glastonbury 

Festival itself. 

 

Jason Bryant said: “The images capture the crowds and the spectacle as well as the 

generosity and positivity which are so characteristic of the festival.”  

 

‘The Bath and West: A Celebration’ has been created in partnership with the Royal Bath 

and West Society. It will showcase the remarkable contribution the society has made to the 

development of farming and the rural economy. It will also provide an insight into the 
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society’s wide-ranging history and the challenges it has faced over more than two centuries 

of existence. The exhibition runs Saturday 25 July to Saturday 7 November.  

 

Rupert Cox from the Bath and West Society said: “We are delighted to be working with the 

museum to raise awareness of the important work the society does to promote a broad 

range of economic, social, educational and cultural improvements to rural life today.” 

 

Somerset Rural Life Museum is part of The South West Heritage Trust, an independent 

charity that protects and celebrates Somerset and Devon’s rich heritage. 

ENDS 

 

For further information please contact Beth Jerrett, PR & Communications Lead Officer, 

beth.jerrett@swheritage.org.uk or 01823 347418. 

Image/s: Photographs are granted for one time use in conjunction with this press release 

only, and photographers must be credited.  

Photo Captions: 

• Photographer Jason Bryant takes a selfie with the festival crowds 

• Stormzy photographed by Jason Bryant at the 2019 festival 

• A prize bull at the 2019 Bath and West Show (credit Pete Hall) 

Notes to editors 

1. The South West Heritage Trust 

The South West Heritage Trust is an independent charity committed to protecting 

and celebrating Somerset and Devon’s rich heritage. As well as the widely-praised 

Museum of Somerset and the redeveloped Somerset Rural Life Museum, in 

Glastonbury, the Trust manages state-of-the-art facilities in Taunton and Exeter to 

care for the extraordinary archive collections of the two counties. The Trust also 
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provides essential advice about the historic environment and manages historic sites. 

Visit swheritage.org.uk    #SWHTdiscovery  

 


