Tables 1 to 5, Gazettes of Public Supply Gas Works and their Surviving fabric.

Sources: 
Gledhill D. (2003). The Gas Works of Somerset. Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society Survey No. 17, pp. 6 to 31. 
Thomas R. (2020) The Manufactured Gas Industry: Volume 3 Gazetteer. Historic England Research Report Series no. 182-2020, p. 700-723.
Desktop survey of remaining structures, N. D. Wall, SWHT 

	Table 1. Somerset – Former public supply gas works with surviving buildings

	Town
	Surviving fabric
	HER Ref.
	Foundation &
gas operational dates

	Axbridge
	Small stone retort house and manager’s house
	17036
	1871-1928

	Cheddar
	A small range of altered stone outbuilt buildings, the manager’s house and front gate piers.
	12879
	1869-1934

	Highbridge
	Potential red brick retort house, plus a range of more elaborate buildings - purposes unknown.
	29193
	1878-1935

	Ilminster
	Retort house with wings for coal stores, workshops and water gas plant, also cottages and office.
	57183
	c.1834-1880, 1880-1954

	Langport
	Potential purifier/retort house and manager’s house. Stone entrance bridge.
	29194
	1828/35-1954

	Martock
	Small red brick early C20 outbuilding, stone front wall and entrance piers, and c.1898 manager’s house (Radiant House) with ornamental wall-top cast iron railings.  
	14256
	1898-1956

	Milborne Port 
	Small stone retort house with oculus and altered gable opening, and small side range. 
	29196
	1856/62-1957

	Milverton
	Whole gas works survives including a sizable stone retort house with oculus, two side wings, range of outbuildings and the roughcast manager’s house 
	29197
	1861-1935

	Shepton Mallet
	Long stone manager’s house/workers cottages, stone front wall and possible retort house (large red brick building, altered and with a late appearance).
	29198
	1836-1951

	Somerton
	Large stone retort house with altered side wing and workers cottages.
	57182
	1857-1955

	Street (Clark’s)
	Gas works building within the factory buildings but possibly demolished for mid-C20th factory redevelopment.
	37650
	1870s-1900

	Stretton-on-the-Fosse Downside Abbey
	Gas works building converted to laundry. Large stone buildings retained (not all) purposes unknown. 
	29190

	1823-1888 

	Watchet
	Retort house and Grade II manager’s house and front wall (NHLE No.1188087). Small stone retort house with infilled oculus a single wing (possibly curtilage listed)
	28952
	1866-1960

	Wedmore
	Stone retort house with arched opening, crested ridge, stone side wings, an ornamental stone stack, stone ancillary buildings, and a date stone on the retort house of 1870. Converted to residential. Possible brick manager’s house (extended) and brick front walls. 
	12545
	1868-1947

	Wiveliscombe 
	Stone manager’s house, low stone ancillary range and front stone wall. 
	43955
	1857-1937



	
Table 2. Somerset - Former public supply gas works for which no buildings survive

	Bridgwater (HER Ref. 18112)
	1841-1969
	North Petherton Mill Lane (HER Ref. 12626)
	1898/1902-1930

	Bruton (HER Ref. 28959)
	1836-1954
	Oakhill (HER Ref. 23085)
	1840s-1950

	Burnham-on-Sea (HER Ref. 28958)
	1858-1935
	South Petherton (HER Ref. 42457)
	1864-1897

	Castle Cary (HER Ref. 57185)
	1852/54-1954
	Stretton-on-the-Fosse Fosseway (HER Ref. 29189)
	1888-unkown

	Chard Mill Street (Lane) (HER Ref. 31969)
	1833-1889(?)
	Taunton Holway Lane (HER Ref. 32903)
	1821-c.1831,
c.1834-1848

	Chard Victoria Road (Ave) (HER Ref. 14051)
	1870-1956
	Taunton Tangiers (HER Ref. 28452 & 28596)
	1848/9-1957

	Crewkerne Gas St (Middle Path) (HER Ref. 14046)
	1833/34-1868
	Temple Combe (HER Ref. 28951)
	1870s-1921

	Crewkerne South St (HER Ref. 14047)
	1867/8-1956
	Wellington (HER Ref. 28953)
	1834-1952

	Frome Justice Lane (HER Ref. 42997)
	1832-1884
	Wells (HER Ref. 28954)
	1832-1948

	Frome Welshmill (HER Ref. 57181)
	1884-1937
	Wincanton (HER Ref. 28955)
	c.1836-1954

	Glastonbury (HER Ref. 29191)
	1835-1948
	Yeovil Middle Street (HER Ref. 28956)
	1833/34-1957

	Minehead (HER Ref. 44890)
	1868/69-1960
	
	



	Table 3. Devon Exmoor - Nearest gas works at Ilfracombe

	Ilfracombe old gasworks, Wilder Rd / Church St
	Nothing survives

	Ilfracombe – new gasworks (Hele Gasworks), Watermouth Road
	Part of retort wall, number of the original ornate brick ancillary buildings, including purifier house, coal store workshops and exhauster house, boiler house, sulphate house and office. 

	Ilfracombe
Gas Offices 44, High Street
	Grade II listed (NHLE No.1380020)



	Table 4. Remainder of the historic county of Somerset for context - public supply gas works with surviving buildings

	Town
	Surviving fabric
	HER Ref.
	Foundation &
gas operational dates

	Banwell
	Workers cottages
	
	1863-1920/1

	Bath, Upper Bristol Road & Windsor Bridge Road
	Offices and manager’s house Grade II listed (NHLE No.1395451 and 1395451). Also, the tanks to 3 gas holders (2018)
	61735
61113
68401
67011
67871
67872
	1819-1971

	Clevedon
	Ancillary buildings 
	
	1856-1951

	Midsomer Norton Primrose Lane
	Retort house & ancillary buildings
	60247
	1872-1954

	Radstock (Colliery)
	Gas work building – one of two colliery gas work building in the country
	
	1858-1954

	Weston-Super-Mare 
Burlington Road
	Workshops, now Weston Museum & Grade II (NHLE No.1312260)
	
	1912-unknown

	Yatton
	Retort house and manager’s house
	
	1867-1938



	Table 5. Remainder of the historic county of Somerset for context - public supply gas works for which no buildings survive

	Bath Widcombe
	c.1865-c.1951
	Weston-Super-Mare Upper Drove Road 1st site
	1855/56-1958/68

	Chew Magna
	1864-1955
	Weston-Super-Mare Upper Drove Road 2nd site
	1915-1958/68

	Keynsham
	1858-1928
	Worle
	1899-1911/19

	Portishead
	1866-1938/46
	Wrington
	c.1870-1889

	Weston-Super-Mare Oxford Street
	1841-1856
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Blurb:
Somerset Town Gas Works
The gas works was a common component of most towns and larger villages for 100 to 150 years until the middle quarters of the 20th century. Their large retort house, cylindrical gas holders and foul smells dominated the local area until rapid conglomeration and the replacement of ‘town gas’ by electricity, oil-gas, and finally natural gas, saw their complete closure. 

The fist gas works in the country was established in Manchester in 1796 to serve public street lighting. Bath was the first in Somerset, in 1819, with Taunton following in 1823. [1] [2] [3]

By the end of the 19th century 43 public-supply gas works were operational within the historic county (30 for the modern administrative county and non in the Devon area of the Exmoor NP). This includes a few of the smaller private factory, mill and estate works that supplied neighbouring houses or street lamps. [2] [3]

Town, or coal, gas was produced by the heating and carbonisation of coal to release gas. It was exclusively for street, workplace and domestic lighting in its early production, and there was a great expansion of gas works up to the 1860s as gas was brought to the smaller towns. 

Electricity was first introduced in Somerset as an alternative power for street lamps in Taunton in 1886, but many towns did not make the change until the 1930s. [1] However, gas consumption trebled between 1875 and 1920 as domestic users were encouraged to use town gas for cooking and heating in the face of competition from emerging town electric generating stations. [4] Significant innovation was achieved around the turn of the century including the development of inclined and vertical retorts and the water gas process.

The 1930s was a period of consolidation with gas company mergers and the rationalisation of public-supply gas works, as smaller works were replaced by a bulk supply from the works of nearby larger towns. The Weston gas company assimilated the smaller works in the middle-west of the county, including Axbridge, Burnham, Cheddar, Banwell, Wedmore, Highbridge, Wells, Glastonbury, Clevedon, Yatton and Worle. Local gas production was either immediately replaced with a bulk supply from Weston or closure followed in the late 1940s. The Taunton gas company took over Ilminster, Langport, Milverton, Wellington and Wiveliscombe, although some of these works continued to produce town gas into the 1950s. The Bath gas company acquired Frome, which promptly closed, and the Bristol company Keynsham, which also promptly closed. Of the 38 town gas works operational in the historic county of Somerset at the start of the 1930s, eight were to close in this decade. 

Nationalisation in 1949 and the arrival of high-pressure oil-gas plants brought further centralisation and consolidation. [4] [5] Of the remaining 30 works producing gas at the start of the 1950s, 22 were to close between 1950 and the end of 1960, although some retaining their gas holders for local gas supply regulation. The remaining works at Bath, Bridgwater, Crewkerne and Weston-Super-Mare closed to gas production between 1968 and 1971 with the gas supply now coming from the Avonmouth Supergrid and North Sea natural gas.  

Ilminster Cross Gas Works
The Cross gas works, its gas-omerter and mains were built in 1834/35 by Mr Giles Lang of Silver Street, Ilminster (1841 census), to supply the inhabitants of the town with gas lighting, and to potentially gas light its street lamps. [6] It remained in Lang’s ownership at the at the time of the 1838 Tithe Map, including the adjoining brickyard and corner cottages, and until his death in 1854, when it and its mains were offered for sale at auction. [7] In 1868 it was again offered for sale, this time by Henry Bowen of Cardiff. [1] In 1880 it was in the ownership of Mr J. Whitely of Chidswell, Dewsbury when its condition and the cost of its gas were the subject of strong criticism from the gentlemen of Ilminster. [8] At a public meeting the cost of gas was identified as being nearly double that at Chard and the highest in the neighbourhood on account of 2/5th of the gas produced being lost through leakages in its mains. The mains were described as ‘rusty’, ‘entirely worn out and useless’ and emitting foul smells since they had not been renewed since their initial installation. Furthermore, the quality of the gas was inferior as there was no means at the works to purify it, and the plant at the works was described as poor, having been salvaged from Taunton (likely the Holway Lane works) on its installation in 1834/5. The one positive was a new gas-holder. 

A new company and gas works were promoted by Mr Henry Paull, Ilminster solicitor, with the support of those attending the meeting. The works could be anywhere as the current owner had no ‘locus standi’ by which to prohibit the operation of another company in the town, however, support for current site was voiced to keep the nuisances of a gas works away from the centre of the town. All that would be required was the consent of the way-warden (Highway Board) for breaking the roads for the new mains. Mr Paull had been in discussions with Messrs. Willey and Ford, gas engineers of Exeter, and shared a scheme for a 800 square foot site to supply 4,000 inhabitants, which could be executed for £1,500. The Mr Whitely was reported as willing to sell the Cross works and mains for a price of £2,500. 

In 1881 the Ilminster Gas Light Coal & Coke Co. Ltd. was formed with its chair being Major V. H. Lee, M.P. and Mr Paull as its secretary. [9] It purchased the Cross works and its mains for £1,400 and was adverting for a new works manager in the same year. In 1883 in reported a profit, a reduction in the cost of the gas, and having made additions to buildings and premises. [10]

The large, red brick, horizontal retort house, that survives today, was built in the early 1880s and credited to the new company. [1] Its design is typical for the period. A large single-storey building, likely utilising brick from the adjacent brick works, to accommodate a horizontal arrangement of retorts and their furnace. The taller central building included a characteristic open oculus in the main gable, three high-level arched windows, and a louvered clerestory along the ridge (now gone) for ventilation. The main building is flanked by two large wings either side of similar design, identified by Russell Thomas (2020) as accommodating the coal stores, workshops and water gas plant (an early 20th century process for producing gas by passing steam over hot coke). 

The 1886 1st edition Ordnance Survey map indicates that the 1880s redevelopment did not include the west wing, rather retained a narrow range of buildings from the earlier works. The new works included a cylindrical gas holder to the north of the site, possibly retained from the earlier operation. By the time of the 1904 OS map, both wings appear to be in place in addition to a new gas holder to the south. The 1930 OS records a third gas holder alongside the southern holder, which was possible erected in 1909 (SHC Ref. A/AQO/30/401) and the removal of the northern holder. In 1936 the undertaking of the Ilminster Gas Light Coal and Coke Company Ltd. was transferred to the Taunton District Gas Company, along with the gas companies for Milverton and Wiveliscombe. In 1949 the undertaking was vested in the South West Gas Board (SWEB) under nationalisation. Production ceased in 1954 with a bulk supply from Taunton. 

In 1969 Mr. Brian Nicholas converted the retort building and its wings into a furniture showroom and office (Ilminster Warehouse), which remains in operation. A gas holder was demolished in 1978. A modern gas governor plant remains on the site. 

The shell of the surviving retort house retains much of its earlier form except for the loss of a short square brick stack and the central clerestory, infilling of the east wind oculus, and new low-level openings. 

Cross Workers Cottages
Thomas (2020) refers to the survival of gas workers cottages and the office. These are hard to identified and a potentially useful plan of the gas works in 1954 has been transferred to the National Gas Archive (SHC Ref. A/ATS/11a/4/1). The 1838 Tithe Map identifies Giles Lang as the owner of an ‘L’ shaped row of cottages on the s-w corner of the Cross junction, whose occupiers included James Morgan. The census records Morgan living in Cross in 1841 and being employed in the brick trade, and 10 years later as a Brick and Tile Master, presumably in the neighbouring brickyard. These corner cottages were replaced by a single row (nos. 15 to 21 consecutive., The Cross) by the time of the 1886 1st Edition OS, to a similar distinct design as those of the listed Prospect Buildings (nos. 7 to 14 cons., The Cross / Cross Lane). They may both account for the 15 cottages for sale with the gas works following the death of Lang in 1854. [7] An abstract of title under the will of Lang confirmed his ownership of Prospect Cottages. [11]

A further row of cottages was built within the site of the earlier works (nos. 1, 2 & 3 South View). Whilst the census for 1881, 1901 and the 1939 Register record a gas works manager, gas works labourer, gas works stokers, gas fitters and a gas cookering demonstrator all living in Cross, their places of residence are hard to identify and there is no pattern of occupation suggesting a row of cottages solely for the works employees.  

[1] Gledhill D. (1989). Gas in Somerset – A Few Notes. Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society Bulletin No. 52, December 1989, pp. 4-8.
[2] Gledhill D. (2003). The Gas Works of Somerset. Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society Survey No. 17, pp. 4, 5 and 31. 
Historic England (2017). Listing Selection Guide, Infrastructure: Utilities and Communications. Swindon: Historic England. Available at https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/dlsg-utilities-communication-structures. 
[3] Thomas R. (2020) The Manufactured Gas Industry: Volume 3 Gazetteer. Historic England Research Report Series no. 182-2020, p. 704. Available at https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/reports/182-2020.
[4] Bristow M. and Fry S. (2020) Gasworks and Gasholders: Introductions to Heritage Assets. Swindon: Historic England, p. 4 and 6. Available at https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/iha-gasworks-gasholders/.
Fakenham gasworks Museum, The Fakenham Town Gas Works Museum Trust, Hempton Road, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 7LA. See https://fakenhamgasmuseum.com/.
[5] Barty-King H. (1984). New Flame. Tavistock; Graphmitre Limited, p. 234.
[6] Bath Chronical and Weekly Gazette (1834). ‘Ilminster Gas and Coke Works’. 22 May 1834, p. 4.
[7] Sherborne Mercury (1855). ‘List of Sales by Messrs. Tapscott’. 13 March 1855. 
[8] Western Gazette (1880). ‘Proposed New Gas Company’. 27 February 1880, p. 6 and 7.
[9] West Somerset Free Press (1881). ‘New Gas Company Formed’.  26 March 1881, p. 5.
[10] Western Gazette (1883).’Ilminster’. 11 May 1883, p. 7.
[11] SHC Ref. DD/X/WBB/189/15 (not seen) and NARA PROB 11/2196/162 (not seen). 

Assessment:

Of strong age and rarity value, being one of only eight confirmed surviving retort houses in the local heritage list area from 38 town gas works, which were a common feature of most towns and larges villages for 100 to 150 years. It’s one of the larger and more complex of the surviving retort houses and described by Thomas (2020) as ‘a rare example’. 

Ref: Local Heritage List Assessment Panel meeting 09/08/2022.
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1841 census, Giles Lang in Silver Street. 
Brickyard, kiln, gasworks and orchard in the ownership of Giles Lang.
Tithe map records Lang owning an ‘L’ shaped row of cottages on the s-w corner of the Cross junction. 1841 census records James Morgan and family, and others, occupying these cottages. Morgan being occupied in Lang’s adjoing Brick Works. 
Likely demolished and replaced by a new row of cottages, along with simliarly designed Prospect Buildings.  
1851 Cenus, Giles lang of Silver Street, extensive tiltel under occupation, including reference to ‘gas’
The 1851 census records Morgan living at the Cross Gas Works with his family, with his occupation being a Brick and Tile master. 
1881 census for Civil Parish of Ilminster. 
141 Cross Gas House, George Wyatt (windower) and childer, Manager of Gas Works, 14 year old son was a labourer at the gas works 
118 Cross, George Mears and family, labourer in Gas Works
1911 Cenus, Beech House, Theophilus Handel, Manger and Secretart of Gas Works, wife Mary, daughter and son, latter being a clerk at the Gas Works. 
Thomas, Perry and familay of Cross, Ilminster, Gas Worker. 

1939 Record
Arthur Howell, Stoker at the Gas Works, 6 Lidsters Hill. 
Thomas Perry, Stoker, 28 Butts (n-w Ilminster)
George Wyatt, Gas Works Stoker, 30 West Street
Frank Schefield, Gas Company Inspector, 6 Cross. 
Constance Schefield, Gas Cookering Demonstrator 
Ernest Jeffery, Stoker in Gas Works, 26 Cross
William Howell, Gas Fitter, now incampacitated, 24 Cross
Ricachard Churhill, Gas Fitter apprentice, 33 Cross



Extra newspaper archive reports:
Bath Chronical and Weekly Gazette, 22 May 1834, p. 4
Ilminster Gas and Coke works.
Works near completion. The proprietor, Mr. G. Lang, proposes to supply the inhabitants with gas light. The building, a gas-ometer and mains are sufficient to also supply public street lighting. Proposed subscription to inhabitants. 
Sherborne Mercury 13 March 1855
Somerset: List of Sales by Messrs. Tapscott.
On death of Mr Giles Lang. Ilminster Gas Works, dead Pool and 15 dwelling-houses to be sold by auction. 
Western Gazette 11 March 1870, p.6.
Chard.
Tender received for new gas-works for chard.
Messrs Willey and Ford, Exter £2,430 – accepted.
Messrs. Dening and Co., Chard £2,670
Messrs Smith and Sons, chard £2,376
Mrs Vicary, Exter £2,210.

Western Gazette 27 February 1880, p. 6 and 7.
Proposed New Gas Company.
Report on the meeting held to consider starting a new gas company. Ilminster very badly lit and gas expensive compared to neighbouring towns. New scheme promoted by Mr. H. Paull to reconstruct the present gas works and mains. Had discussions with Willey and Ford, gas engineers of Exeter, on the cost. Firm previously responsible for installations at chard, Axbridge and many other places. 
Read letter from current proprietor, dated 22 February 1880, a Mr J. Whitely of Chidswell, Dewsbury. Plant all renewed and in good a good state of repair. Willing to sell in full or part and to offer a mortgage or take shares.  
Mr Paull reported present gas mains entirely worn out and useless. There was a new gas-holder that could be used, but thought poorly of the remaining plant. 
Cost of gas in Chard little over half that paid in Ilminster. Highest price in neighbourhood. However, not to proprietors’ profit, as pipes so leaky. For every 10,000 ft of gas made only about 6,000 or 7,000 was registered. Large percentage of the loss accounting for the high cost. Also caused a stink. Gas also of an inferior quality as no means at the works of purifying it. 
(Mr Whitely had asked for £2,500 for his works).
Chairman of the committee currently making own gas at his works as that from the gas works not of sufficient supply, but would be happy to take it from the new works. 
Current works erected 1835/36, one set of pipes in use for over 40 years, have become rusty, worn out and leaky. Also, plant was not new when installed in Ilminster but brought from Taunton. Works established by Mr. Lang a great many years ago. The current company had no ‘locus standi’ by which to prohibit the operation of another company. All a new company needed was the consent of the way-wardens (Highway Board) for the breaking of the road and laying of the mains. If consent is withheld than it must apply for an Act of Parliament for the necessary powers. 
All present in favour of a new gas company. Committee formed with Mr H. Paull, solicitor, proposed as secretary of the future company. 
Mr Paull’s shared a plan from Messrs. Willey and Ford for a 800 square foot site to supply 4,000 inhabitants, which could be executed for £1,500. An objection to a new gas works in the centre of town. Preferred the presnet site 
Western Gazette 5 March 1880
Exter gas engineer visited the town. Field offered by Mr. H Cooper in Ditton Street for new works. 
West Somerset Free Press 26 March 1881, p. 5
New gas company formed. Major V. H. Lee, M.P. chairman. Directors purchased the present gas works and mains for £1,400, hoped to form a new company and to reduce the cost of gas.
Exter and Plymouth Gazette Daily Telegrams 9 April 1881, p. 2. 
Advert by the Ilminster Gas-Light, Coal, and Coke Company (Limited) for a new working manager to take charge of the gas works. 
Western Gazette 23 December 1881, p. 6.
Sad Death of a Lady. 
Wife of Mr Henry Paull died at home following cloths catching alight from a fall with a candle. 

Western Gazette 26 May 1882, p. 6. 
Gas Company.
Company secretary Mr E. T. Paull. Company report of its AGM. Cost of coal, lime, wages etc. Interest on uncalled capital. 
Western Gazette 11 May 1883, p. 7.
Ilminster.
New company established May 1881. Additions made to the buildings and premises. Profitability in second year – dividends paid and a reduced cost in the price of gas. Hoped to encourage greater use, and for cooking and heating. Proposal to extend the mains to lit up the road to the railway station and hoped that GWR Co. will light the station with gas. Parish ready to do what is necessary. 
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