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Abbots Bickington to Zeal Monachorum (Devon County Council)  
A hand list of Devon parish histories compiled on the occasion of the centenary of 
parish councils 1994. 
10p 
 

 

Researching Adoption: An Essential Guide to Tracing Birth Relatives and 
Ancestors (Karen Bali) 
This is a guide for anyone who wants to research an adoption in the family. If you 
were adopted, adoption relates to someone in your family or an ancestor was 
adopted, this guide can help. It examines methods resources for researching family 
mysteries deep in the past plus ideas, advice and guidance for linking up with birth 
relatives. Packed with useful information, Researching Adoption is a must for 
anyone who wants to discover where they came from and more about their 
genetic heritage. 
£4.95 

 

The Art of the Devon Garden (Todd Gray) 
As the art of gardening developed, so too did the depiction in art of those plants 
and gardens.  This study comprises 677 historical images, some created in glass, 
pottery, fabric, wood and stone as well as on paper and canvas – illuminated 
manuscripts, medieval vestments, Jacobean carved wood, Georgian porcelain and 
Victorian stained glass are just some of the surprising forms which are examined. 
Many images have never been reproduced nor are known except to specialists. 
£24.00 

 

Blackshirts in Devon (Todd Gray)  
An innovative study which opens up a surprising aspect of the history of Devon.  Sir 
Oswald Mosley's Blackshirts arrived in Devon at Plymouth in the summer of 1933 
and quickly became a vibrant political force in the city.  Activity spread throughout 
the county, particularly amongst farmers in North Devon, and within six months 
branches of the British Union of Fascists were established in a number of towns.    
 £14.99  



 

BONEY or, Napoleon through English Eyes  
Catalogue of a travelling exhibition prepared by Devon Library Services first shown 
at La Bibliotheque Municipale de Caen, September - October 1985.  
 Available in either English or French.  
10p 

 

The Branscombe Lace-Makers (Barbara Farquharson & Joan Doern)  
 A hundred or a hundred and fifty years ago, when the grandparents of some of the 
people who still live in the village had just been born, there were, in almost every 
cottage in Branscombe, women and girls who sat for hours each day making lace. 
The pay, which was more often in kind than cash, was pitiful, and the conditions so 
harsh that even the hardened Commissioners sent to report on children’s 
employment were appalled. But families were large, and farm labourers made very 
little money; the money or goods brought in through lace-making often made the 
difference between going under or creeping by.   
£3.00  

      

Brancombe Shops, Trades & Getting By (Barbara Farquharson & Joan Doern)  
People say that before the Second World War you didn’t need to go beyond the 
Parish.  
There were shops; there were services; there was work. Right through until the 
late 1950s Branscombe was almost self-sufficient. This book is based on the stories 
told by people in the village, and the focus is mainly on Branscombe between the 
wars, though sometimes the stories go further back in time, sometimes forward.   
£3.00  

     

Branscombe's War 1939-1945 (Sue Dymond)  
Branscombe’s War was written in an effort to capture the stories of those who 
experienced the parish between 1939 and 1945, while they are still around.   
£6.00  
 
 

      

Cliff and Beach at Branscombe (Barbara Farquharson & Sue Dymond)  
The book isn't just about Branscombe, but is more broadly concerned with the 
whole stretch of cliffland and beach between Sidmouth and Beer Head; its 
particular focus, however, is on the history of those parts historically devoted to 
'plats': cliff-ledge farming plots. Surprisingly, this turns out to be a historically 
ephemeral activity, spanning only about a century from the 1840s.  
£9.00  



     

William Ford's Branscombe (John Torrance)   

William Braddick Ford was a young farmer in 1790. He kept a diary for two years 
which remained in the possession of the Ford family, the 'squires' of Branscombe, 
for two centuries.  He tells of his work in the fields, bringing in coal on Branscombe 
beach for his lime-kilns, acting as dogsbody for rich old John Stuckey up at Weston, 
and getting embroiled in the long drawn out dispute between Stuckey and William 
Leigh. He mentions many members of his family and joyfully describes his 
adventures shooting game. He died young - of an excess of alcohol according to 
the voluble Rev. Puddicombe.  
£3.75 

    

Brunel's Hidden Kingdom: The Essential Guide (Helen Hillard)  
 When Watcombe was sold in 1903, the prospectus described it as:  
 "The site selected some years since by the late Isambard Kingdom Brunel as 
embracing all that nature could yield by way of climate, purity of air and 
magnificent scenery."  
£3.00  

          

The Census 1801-1911 (Stuart A. Raymond)  
 The aim of this book is to provide basic information about the census for both 
family and local historians: how and when it was compiled, what information it 
provides, where it can be consulted, and how to use it.   
 £5.95  
 

    

Coffee at St Paul's (Honiton) (Norah Smith)  
This booklet includes stories about Clarice Clarke, Doreen McGuinness, Pat Hodges, 
Edward Read, Joan Hughes, Harry Heddon and Joan Cox and covers many of their 
experiences during the second world war.  
10p  

 

The Devon Almanac (Todd Gray)  
The Devon Almanac: being a compendium, selection, or gallimaufry as some may 
think, in calendar form of those events in the county's history considered to be the 
most notable, and of other incidents which by their very nature will be seen to be 
considerably less illustrious, if not completely obscure, achieved through the 
actions of the great and the good, as well as of others who were less so favourably 
inclined, forming a storehouse of varied historic facts from the earliest times up to 
the modern day all of which have been extracted from the manuscript and printed 
records of the county of Devon judiciously mixed together with admirable 
advertisements from some of the county's most distinguished mercantile 
establishments offering quality goods and superior services not to be matched or 
surpassed in the modern market place.  
£12.99 

 



 Devon deciphered (John Booker)  
 This is a guide for local historians, genealogists and other researchers who are 
tempted to explore the original documents that underpin their research. It places 
high-quality facsimiles of twenty Devon manuscripts alongside full transcriptions 
and explains the historical terminology. Thus, John not only demonstrates how the 
problems of palaeography and language may be overcome but also provides the 
reader with a glossary of useful terms and an understanding of the documentary 
formulae involved. The result is a unique and indispensable guide to understanding 
local documents from the Middle Ages to the eighteenth century.   

£10.00  

    

Devon's Fifty Best Churches (Todd Gray)  
 Devon's Anglican churches are our greatest storehouse of ancient treasures but 
the sheer number of them (there are more than 600) is so daunting that few 
people discover which ones are particularly worth visiting.  This book reveals 
where they can be found and provides a historical framework to understand them.  
Fifty buildings have been selected, as a personal choice, which hold the most 
outstanding examples of stained glass, fonts, carved bench-ends, screens, 
memorials and pulpits.    
£15.00  

    

Devon Documents (Devon & Cornwall Notes & Queries and Todd Gray)  
Devon Documents marks the contribution to Devon studies of Mrs Margery Rowe 
as Devon County Archivist.  It provides a series of insights into the county's past 
with 49 contributions by archivists and historians on a wide range of themes 
including travel, maritime, garden and ecclesiastical history.    
£9.50  
 

     

Devon and the Slave Trade (Todd Gray)  
A collection of documents which introduces the topic of Devon's role in African 
slavery. Local and national archives have been searched to provide examples of the 
ways in which African slavery was part of Devon's history.  These include the main 
themes of slaving voyages, plantation accounts and the efforts made to bring 
about abolition and emancipation as well as a number of others which are 
unexpected and surprising.  
£14.99  

    

Devon Gardens Trust - A Short History 1988-2008  
In 2008, to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Devon Gardens Trust, A Short 
History (1988-2008) was published, documenting the formation and development 
of the Trust and its activities in the first twenty years.  
£2.50  
 



    

Devon Topographical Prints, 1660-1870 - A Catalogue and Guide (J.V. Somers 
Cocks)  
Devon Topographical Prints 1660-1870, the result of years of research by the 
well-known local historian J.V. Somers Cocks, provides details of all known prints 
of the county, amounting to more than 3,500.    
£3.00  
 

 

emblems and symbols - a look at the Victorian funeral traditions (John G. Avery)  
 This booklet is designed to allow visitors to cemeteries to explore the meanings 
of the various symbols and emblems found on the headstones.  Images have 
been used from Southampton Old Cemetery [SOC], Ford Park Plymouth, Arnos 
Vale Bristol and Brompton.  This representative sample should allow visitors to 
also use the guide at many British cemetery locations in addition to those named.  
£4.00  
 

  

The Exe Bridge, Exeter (Stewart Brown)  
Within a small park close to the River Exe, the remains of the medieval Exe Bridge 
form one of Exeter's most important historic monuments. The bridge was built 
about AD1200, when the river was much wider than it is today. Nine of the original 
17 or 18 arches still stand, making this one of the most substantial survivals of 
Britain's early medieval bridges.  
£4.00  
 

    

EXETER Characters & Personalities (Peter D Thomas)  
Some texts are illustrated with photographs by Peter Thomas of individuals who 
re-enacted historical characters during The City of Exeter Pageants and costume 
events from 1991 to 1997.  
£12.95  
 

     

Exeter's Custom House and Quay (John Allan and Stuart Blaylock)  
Exeter's quayside preserves a fine series of historic buildings which reflect the city's 
former importance as one of England's leading ports. The centrepiece of the group 
is the Custom House, built in 1680-1, often regarded as the oldest Custom House in 
Britain. It formed part of a newly remodelled quayside; the long warehouse known 
as Quay House (now housing the Quay House Interpretation Centre), was 
constructed at the same time, and is also a building of great historic importance.   
£4.00 

NO IMAGE The History of the Exeter Guildhall and the life within  (H. Lloyd Parry)  
The Exeter Guildhall can make claim to be the oldest municipal building in the 
kingdom and has been scheduled by the Office of Works as an Ancient Monument. 
Certainly no municipal building can claim a greater age, for its origin, to use a well-
worn phrase, is lost in the mists of antiquity. The earliest reference that can be 
found to the Exeter Guildhall is in a deed of about 1160, and subsequent deeds 
identify, beyond reasonable doubt, the existing building with the Guildhall of that 
year.   
£2.00            



 

The Printed Maps of Exeter City Maps 1587-1901  (Francis Bennett/Kit Batten)  
The Printed Maps of Exeter City Maps 1587-1901: catalogues the wealth of map 
material contained in historical surveys, guide books or published as folding maps 
showing the development of Exeter from the time of John Hooker up until the 
death of Queen Victoria.  The aim has been to include every printed map of Exeter 
published on one sheet in the period up to 1901.  The maps catalogued here mean 
that every Exonian interested in mapping of any sort should find something of 
interest.  These 62 maps include the first printed map by John Hooker of 1587 plus 
two other maps executed by him but not actually printed until the 1890s.  There 
are early plans attempting to show how the city looked even before Hooker’s time 
and plans of the castle and precincts.  Each map is described and illustrated and an 
attempt has been made to put it in its historical context. 
£10.00      
       

               

Exeter in the 1940s (Todd Gray)  
Exeter in the 1940s: War, Destruction and Rebirth is a fresh look at one of the most 
important decades in the city's history. It uses, for the first time, Exeter's civil 
defence archive. Many of these documents were marked secret or confidential at 
the time and relate to fire watching, the Home Guard, American servicemen, 
evacuees, the Women's Voluntary Service, the British Restaurants and the city's 
response to the blitz among many other subjects.  
£9.99  

              

Exeter News Photographs the 1940s (Todd Gray)  
261 Photographs of Exeter which appeared as news items in the Western Morning 
News and Express & Echo in the 1940s.  Topics range from preparations for the 
war to the bombing of the city in 1942.   
£14.99          

          

The Exeter Photographer & Artist Henry Wykes (Peter D Thomas)  
A unique record of Exeter's premier photographic studio in the 20th century.  
£19.99  
 

               

Exeter Remembers the War (Todd Gray)  
Exeter as seen through the memories of more than 200 people who lived in the 
city during these key years.  Rationing, the arrival of more than 10,000 evacuees, 
refugees and then American servicemen, blackout, the clash of Sir Oswald Mosley's 
Black Shirts at the start of the war, and the bombing of the city are just some of 
the many topics which are discussed.    
£14.99  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Exeter’s Royal Clarence Hotel (Darren Marsh) 
A full history of the Royal Clarence Hotel has never been written before. This book, 
which has taken more than three years to research and write, now tells the story 
of one of England’s best loved hotels.  Previously unpublished material, unique 
photographic images and the testimony of those who have worked in this fine old 
building are brought together here to explain the enduring appeal of Exeter’s most 
famous hotel. 
£19.95 
 

 

Exeter Unveiled (Todd Gray)  
A surprising collection of 270 unpublished and unknown historical images of Exeter 
from 1662 to 1949 which introduces a number of artists who were previously 
unknown and reveals aspects of the city's history which have been unsuspected. 
The collection includes images of existing and lost buildings, a number of views 
along the river Exe, a series of caricatures of local people in the 1860s and 1870s 
and sketches of the city in 1949 at a time when it was adapting to life after the 
Blitz but before its great redevelopment.  
£17.00  

 

Exeter's West Quarter & Adjacent Areas (Peter Thomas)  
The book covers the whole west side of Exeter which was for centuries the 
industrial area of the city but also the home for many local families who worked in 
many of the industries. The west side of the city retained many of the city's earliest 
buildings and a  

 unique series of photos shows the most famous part of the area before demolition 
took place in the 1930s.   
£16.99  

       

Exmouth's Rolle (Daphne Barnes-Phillips)  
Thirty-seven personal memories of a much-loved site as it metamorphosed from 
Fairfield School to Southlands School in Exmouth, Devon - both for the daughters 
of gentlemen. After WWII it became one of the first Emergency Teacher Training 
Colleges, latterly Rolle College with over 1000 students and eventually the ROLLE 
Campus of the University of Plymouth before it closed in 2008.  
£14.95  

 

              

Find the Lady (John G Avery)  
A fictional account as to how the Cunard ship Queen Elizabeth's destination was 
hidden from the enemy on her voyage from the Clyde in 1940.  
£2.50  
 



                

Fire Insurance Records for family and local historians 1696 to 1920 (David T 
Hawkings)   

Using hundreds of actual examples of policies and documents relating to 
businesses, public buildings, railways, ships, estates, inns and the households of 
the humble as well as the great in Great Britain, the Channel Islands, Ireland and 
abroad the author opens up exciting new possibilities for research in the fields of 
social, economic and family history. The book explains in details where these 
records are kept and how to use them.  
£15.00  

 

A History of Fish and Fisheries of the River Exe (David J Solomon) 
This book follows the history of the freshwater fish stocks of the River Exe, 
including salmon, trout, coarse fish and eels.  It examines the development of 
fisheries, both sport and commercial, their regulation and catches, and the people 
who have cared for them.  The book will be particularly relevant to Exe fishermen 
and those with an interest in the history of the river and area, but will also appeal 
to those with a more general interest in fish, fishing and fisheries.  It is illustrated 
with numerous etchings, drawings, photographs and maps, and contains a wealth 
of fascinating facts and anecdotes. 

 

David Solomon is a fisheries scientist and keen angler whose association with the 
River Exe goes back to his student days almost 50 years ago. 
£15.00 

             

Genealogical Jargon for Family Historians (Stuart A. Raymond)  
Here is a book to help us all. 'Genealogical Jargon for the Family Historians' defines 
many common (and not-so-common) words, abbreviations and acronyms, 
including a few Latin words and terms. Each word/term is listed alphabetically with 
their description following. Together with an appendix which lists all of the 
Chapman Codes for each of the counties in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales - 
this is a guide that ALL genealogists (beginner or experienced) should have in their 
collection.   
£3.95  

                

Genealogy for Beginners (Karen Proudfoot)  
Tracing a family history and gradually constructing one’s one unique pedigree is an 
absorbing hobby, a never-ending detective investigation. This book tells the 
beginner exactly how to set about it: how to collect information from living 
relatives, how to make full use of all existing clues and traditions, how and where 
to find written records and what information they can be expected to provide as 
well as the likely problems that may be encountered and possible ways to solve 
them.  
£8.99  

            

Ghost Stories from Branscombe (Barbara Farquharson & Joan Doern)  
Branscombe has more than its fair share of ghosts – sometimes there’s just a voice, 
sometimes a sound, or it could be a poltergeist, or – most often, an apparition. 
Some are historical, many are more recent. They have been recounted by older 
villagers and by incomers.  
£3.00  
 



 

He Cycled to Battle (Anne M. Pilling)  
This book does not seek to add any information to the hundreds of sources already 
available to readers about World War I. However I feel very strongly that all 
original documents, not only concerning the war, but also any other subject, 
should be preserved. Thus in many instances the story of seemingly unimportant 
people can be told. These personal memories and memorabilia make the social 
and family history of each generation come to life and are irreplaceable.  
 £16.99            

 

Hockworthy Headstones (Susan Farrington)  
The initial purpose of this publication was to put on record a survey of the 
headstones around Hockworthy parish church.  Study of publically accessible 
archives and web-sites began to reveal how interwoven the families were; these 
biographical details are included within the inscription transcriptions. Likewise, 
where possible, biographical information has been included for those 
commemorated on the two war memorials.   
£12.00  

 

The Home Front 1939-45 (Stuart A. Raymond)  
The Home Front played a significant role in the Second World War. Millions 
volunteered to serve part-time in the Home Guard and civil defence. Organizations 
such as the Red Cross, the Women’s Voluntary Service, and the Women’s Institute, 
depended on volunteers to run the services they provided. The Bevin Boys were 
conscripted to dig for coal, rather than to serve in the armed forces. Many - 
especially women - worked in munitions factories. Other girls just out of school 
found their role in the Women’s Land Army. The police and fire services were 
needed even more in time of war. In rural areas, many householders took in 
evacuees. Just about everybody in war-time Britain had their role to play in the 
prosecution of the war.  
£5.95           

       

House Histories for Beginners (Colin & O-lan Style)  
 As the subject covers a broad field, the authors have set out to include advice on 
those aspects that usually apply to a project and others that will be of particular 
use for beginners. The reader is guided through every stage of research, from the 
first exploration of the archives to the completion of the project. Suggestions are 
also included on how to present the findings - a house history makes a very 
attractive gift.  
£15.99 

      

The Houses of Lympstone (Rosemary Smith & Harland Walshaw)  
From mediaeval farms to 21st century mansions, Lympstone is a village full of 
variety.  There are 93 listed houses of special architectural and historical interest, 
and this book describes them all, and many others.   
£8.50  

 



 The Icelandic Adventures of Pike Ward (Edited by K.J. Findlay) 
The Icelandic Adventures of Pike Ward is the entertaining and intrepid diary of a 
Devon fish merchant who became an Icelandic knight. An important figure in the 
birth of modern Iceland, Pike Ward’s writing and photographs captured a unique 
record of his adopted country at the beginning of the twentieth century. His 1906 
journal is a frank and funny account of one year in his life, from mixing in Reykjavík 
society to bargaining for fish on the remote coasts of the north and east. He must 
travel by pack horse and steamship through wild terrain and terrible seas, all the 
while attempting to outwit his rivals and cope with the challenges of surviving in a 
tough land. An introduction and epilogue by K.J. Findlay place the story in the 
context of a pivotal period in Iceland’s history and explain Pike Ward’s role in the 
nation’s remarkable rise. 
£14.95 (PBK) 
£24.95 (HBK) 

            

Jane and Ida - Beer Lace manufacturers to Royalty (S. White)  
This monograph is about two lace manufacturers: Jane Washbourne nee Bidney 
(1802-1882) and Ida Allen nee Pike (1876-1958). They're related down the years by 
marriage, both were involved in the lace industry, and both are linked to the village 
of Beer in East Devon.  
£6.00  

 

 

Local Newspapers 1750-1920 (Jeremy Gibson, Brett Langston, and Brenda W. 
Smith)  
Newspapers are a quite different source to most of those used by family historians. 
They respected no county boundaries, and by their ephemeral nature it is amazing 
that any have survived at all. The long-awaited second edition of this invaluable 
guide lists all newspapers published locally in England, Wales, the Channel Islands 
and the Isle of Man between 1750 and 1920 (except for titles which lasted for less 
than four years). The basis for the guide is the catalogue of the British Newspaper 
Library at Colindale, supplemented by information provided by libraries and record 
offices throughout the country. Indexes to personal names or obituaries, births, 
marriages and deaths are also noted where known.  
£5.95  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looting in Wartime Britain (Todd Gray)  
Looting took Britain by surprise in the summer of 1940 and it continued through to 
the end of the war. The shock was replaced by anger and outrage as looting 
accompanied the German bombing of cities across the country. It intensified as 
many looters were revealed to be in positions of trust - hundreds of air raid 
wardens, demolition workers, firemen, sailors, soldiers and policemen were all 
convicted. As the war wore on it became apparent that there were diverse reasons 
why looting took place. Some of it was officially sanctioned.   
£9.99  

 

 

 



 
 

Lunacy to Croquet (Roger Bowen)  
The story of Dr Thomas Nadauld Brushfield richly deserves to be told.  He was one 
of those very rare people who truly deserve the epithet 'polymath'.   
As a pioneer in the treatment of lunacy he had few equals; as a bibliophile he was 
celebrated for his studies into the life and literary works of Sir Walter Raleigh.  
 £7.99  

 

   

Lustleigh and the First World War (The Lustleigh Society)  
 To commemorate the centenary of the First World War volunteers involved with 
the Lustleigh Community Archive decided to research what village life was like 
during the war years and the lives of those who served. This book brings together 
the wealth of material that was uncovered and reveals a unique picture of what 
life was like in a small village on the edge of Dartmoor a hundred years ago.  Also 
included is the full Roll of Honour compiled by the Rector of Lustleigh in the 1920s, 
of the men, and one woman, who served during the War.   

£9.50  

    

Maps of Georgian Devon (Mary Ravenhill & Margery Rowe)  
Reduced facsimiles of twenty-six maps of lands and estates in Devon in the period 
1714 to 1830, with accompanying text and an introduction.  
£10.00  
 

    

Marriage Law for Genealogists (Rebecca Probert)  
 Marriage Law for Genealogists is the indispensable guide for everyone tracing the 
marriages of their English and Welsh ancestors between 1600 and the twentieth 
century. Based upon years of painstaking primary research, including new studies 
of thousands of couples, it explains clearly and concisely why, how, when and 
where people in past centuries married.  
£9.99  
 

    

THE LAST FLIGHT OF A VISCOUNT - MAYDAY In July, Forced Landing at Ottery St 
Mary 17th July 1980 (Jim Rider)  
In this remarkable story, set in the last days of one of Great Britain's magnificent 
airliners, the 'Bickers Viscount', Jim Rider follows the bizarre circumstances that 
caused a routine flight from Santander to the UK to end in near disaster in a 
farmer's field in Devon.   
£7.95  

 

 
 

Mills on the Teign (Martin Bodman)  
 A gazetteer of 125 water-powered sites on the Teign and the Bovey rivers and 
their tributaries, in and around Dartmoor, in Devon.  With references to over 150 
millers, and to bakers, mill owners, miners, ironfounders, millwrights and others, 
with a futher 48 sites listed, covering the Teign catchment around Ilsington, 
Newton Abbot, Kingsteignton and Stokeinteignhead.  
£16.00  



    

Mrs Treadwin: Victorian lace maker, designer & historian (Carol McFadzean)  
This book will be of interest to all those who make, design or collect lace and those 
who are researchers of local or family history.  
Lace, Royalty and family intrigue are all contained within this biographical account 
of Mrs Treadwin, her rise from humble beginnings, her Royal Appointment and the 
development of a lace empire that gave her international re-known.  
 £20.00  

 

   

My Ancestor was an Agricultural Labourer (Ian H Waller)   
This much anticipated addition to the My Ancestors series will be of interest to all 
genealogists and family historians. Most family trees contain an agricultural 
labourer somewhere and Ian Waller's book enables you to understand the social 
and economic context of their lives while outlining the various records available to 
research these ubiquitous ancestors.   
£8.99  
 

    

My Ancestor was an Anglican Clergyman (Peter Towey)   
The aim of this booklet is to cover the period from the English reformation in the 
1540s to date, concentrating chiefly on the English experience and records. The 
first part consists of chronological chapters dealing with the sources that are most 
helpful in the different periods. Part II provides more general background, 
including explanations of the Church's hierarchy and structure, and how 
prospective clergymen were educated and appointed.   
£6.50  
 

   

My Ancestor was an Apprentice (Stuart A. Raymond)  
 A comprehensive guide to apprenticeship sources and records. Includes an 
explanation of different types of apprentice and a history of apprenticeships in this 
country.  
 £8.99  
 

    

My Ancestor was a Bastard (Ruth Paley)   
A family historian's guide to sources for illegitimacy in England and Wales, this 
book provides an introduction to the world of the unmarried mother and her child 
and discusses how best to formulate a research strategy. It describes available 
sources: where to find them, how to use them and what information they contain. 
Includes a directory of useful websites and a useful glossary for the weird and 
wonderful synonyms for bastardy that you are likely to encounter in the course of 
your research.  
£7.99  
 



    

My Ancestor was in The British Army (Michael J & Christopher T Watts)   
This book was written for the modern family historian who wishes to research the 
activities of their ancestors or kinsmen who served in the British Army since 1660. 
There is a wealth of such records for the millions of British soldiers who have 
served their country - many will find surprising and plentiful details of their 
ancestors while others may struggle to find a one-line mention. In either case, the 
individual will follow a fascinating thread through British history.   
£9.99  
 

   

My Ancestors were Congregationalists (David J H Clifford)  
 Congregationalism has its roots in the sixteenth century, although it was only after 
the Toleration Act of 1689 gave official recognition to the Meeting Houses of all 
dissenters that its members became free to worship openly. This booklet includes 
an almost exhaustive list of Congregational Chapels founded before 1850, with 
details of holdings by record offices and major libraries.   
£3.90      
 

   

My Ancestors were English Presbyterians or Unitarians (Alan Ruston)  
Numerous Presbyterian and Unitarian registers of baptisms, marriages and deaths 
survive. They are fully listed in this book, which also describes a range of other 
records. It will be essential reading for all who are trying to trace ancestry from the 
old dissenters.  

 £4.95  

 

   

My Ancestor was a Leather Worker (Ian Waller)  
T his book examines the history, processes, working conditions and records 
available for researching the various trades and occupations associated with 
leather work. The leather trade was at its height in the early to mid-1800s, and 
amongst our ancestors, we will invariably find leather tanners, curriers, merchants, 
shoemakers, saddle and harness makers, even cricket ball makers and sporran 
makers. These trades and many more are covered in this comprehensive guide.  
£9.99  
 

    

My Ancestor was a Lunatic (Kathy Chater)  
This book aims to help you find surviving medical records about your ancestors 
with a mental illness or disability; it describes how we approached mental illness, 
from medieval times to the present day. There are specialised chapters on the 
criminally insane, suicides and records in Scotland and Ireland. There is also a 
chapter providing help in finding your ancestors who cared for and treated people 
in asylums.  
£8.99  
 



     

My Ancestor was a Railway Worker (Frank Hardy)  
A complete guide to using railway records, covering all aspects of this hugely 
significant industry. The book includes a potted history of our railways, case 
studies and a comprehensive resources section.  
£8.99  

 

     

My Ancestor was in The Royal Navy (Ian Waller)  
 A comprehensive guide to Navy records dating back to before 1700, the book also 
contains a brief history of the service, guides to uniforms and insignia, divisions 
and branches of the Navy, pensions, dockyards, casualties, courts martial and 
tribunals and much, much more. Illustrated throughout in full colour.  
£12.99  
 

    

My Ancestor was In Service (Pamela Horn)  
By the end of the Victorian era nearly a third of all women and also many men in 
England and Wales had been a domestic worker at some time in their lives. This 
book seeks to give some guidance in researching ancestors who were in service or 
who themselves employed domestic staff.   
£8.50  

 

    

My Ancestor was a Woman at War (Emma Jolly)  
This book aims to explore the wide range of roles undertaken by women during 
wartime. A useful aid in tracing a female ancestor's military career, the book also 
encourages wider research into the role of women at war, with a particular 
emphasis on the Victorian era and the First and Second World Wars. With 
fascinating case studies, and a very useful guide to available records and sources, 
this book is an essential read for any family historian with a female military 
ancestor or indeed an interest in military history.  
£9.99  
      

    

My Indian Adventure Sketchbook (Irma Kennaway)  
From her travels and research, Irma Kennaway wrote My Indian Adventure 
Sketchbook on the Kennaway Trail, a colourful account of her ancestor, John 
Kennaway, with  photographs and original paintings done en route.  
£20.00  
            

     

Not Forgotten (Peter Cain, Michael Fernbank & Mary Gibbs)   
This book is dedicated to the memory of those men from Bishops Clyst who gave 
their lives in the Great War, and for the benefit of those people that have looked at 
the names on the Parish War Memorials and asked those same questions.  "Who 
were these people, what did they do, where did they live and what happened to 
them"?   
£7.50  

 



      

Old Exeter (Peter Thomas)   
A classic collection of archive photos from The Isca Collection   
£19.95  

 

      

Ottery St Mary in 1382 (Ottery St Mary Heritage Society)   
For Ottery St Mary there is a detailed and comprehensive rental made in 1382. The 
circumstances of its compilation and the level of detail it contains make it a 
valuable resource for family and local historians. But the data it contains will also 
support a much broader sweep of historical enquiry into the cultural environment 
of a rural parish in the 14th century. The personal and place names contained in it 
are indexed for ease of reference.  
£3.00     
 

     

Ottery St Mary The Lay Subsidies of 1327 and 1332 (Ottery St Mary Heritage 
Society)  
 From the records they left behind we can gain a fascinating insight into Ottery 
society as it was almost 700 years ago. The names of the people, where they lived, 
what work they did, where they were on the social scale - the records shed light on 
all these areas.  
Aimed at family and local historians, this booklet contains the Lay Subsidy returns 
of Ottery St Mary for 1327 and 1332, with an explanatory introduction.   
£3.00  
 

     

Ottery St Mary Tudor Wills, 1495-1602 (Ottery St Mary Heritage Society)   
This collection of wills from the Tudor period represents all that is presently 
available for Ottery St Mary for the period. All are transcribed and reproduced in 
full, each with introductory notes, and a general introduction to the material as a 
whole. Easy to navigate text and index entries guides readers quickly and easily to 
items of interest.   
£3.00  

     

Ottery's Sacrifice 1914-1921 (Jim Woolley)  
The aim of this first book was to honour the dead. To identify and publish the 
service details of the men of Ottery St Mary who gave their lives for their country 
in the Great War and whose names are recorded on the various war memorials 
erected across the parish, but it soon became apparent that there were a large 
number of individuals associated with the parish who gave their lives but were not 
included in the listings. £14.95 (Hardback) or £7.95 (Paperback)  
 



 

Pauper Ancestors (David T Hawkings   
From the sixteenth century onwards many laws were enacted to provide support 
for the poor and needy, and some parishes established poor houses in which to 
look after their homeless. In 1834, with the creation of the Poor Law Commission, 
the whole of England and Wales was formed into Unions of parishes, and each 
Union built its own workhouse. The workhouses gained a reputation for cruelty in 
the eyes of the public, yet this system of social security was not abolished until the 
creation of the NHS in 1948. Being part of the government bureaucracy, detailed 
records were kept of everything: rate-payers, collectors of rates, workhouse 
overseers and the staff and inmates of workhouses, as well as poor people who 
were helped to move to the north of England to work in industry, those given 
assisted passage to Australia and the children sent to Canada. David T. Hawkings, 
one of Britain's leading genealogists and the author of 'Criminal Ancestors' and 
'Railway Ancestors', here explains how these records can be used to discover 
details of your ancestry, providing an important, must have resource for 
genealogists and family historians who want to make use of this comprehensive 
repository of information.  
£20.00  
     

 
 

Poltimore A Village in Transition, 1911-1921 (Poltimore Estate Research Society) 
Produced by the Poltimore Estate Research Society this book outlines the history of 
Poltimore Village in the period from 1911-1921. 
£6.00 

      

Poor Law Union Records 3. South - West England, The Marches and Wales 
(Jeremy Gibson and Colin Rogers)   
Covering Berkshire, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire & Bristol, Hampshire, 
Herefordshire, Monmouthshire, Oxfordshire, Shropshire, Somerset, Wiltshire, 
Worcestershire, and all of Wales   
£4.50  

 

         

The Protestation Returns 1641-1642 and other contemporary listings 
(Jeremy Gibson and Alan Dell)  
Three groups, Protestation, Collection and Taxation records, provide the most 
important sources in the Guide. The far fewer records of the previous decade and 
the following years of Civil War and Commonwealth have also been included. With 
this finding-aid, it should be possible to draw valid conclusions about people and 
places in the 1640s, a demographically obscure period before the Hearth Tax 
Returns of 1662 and subsequent years.    

£5.50  



         

Quarter Sessions Records for Family Historians (Jeremy Gibson)   
Quarter Sessions records are potentially the most useful source for filling in the 
background in family history research. In addition to the Sessions’ role as judicial 
authority in cases of minor crime (which continued until 1972), they were the 
administrative body of each county before the establishment of county councils. 
Dating from medieval times, their records often extend back to Tudor times (or 
even earlier).    
£3.50  
 

      

A Secretary Hand ABC Book (Alf Ison)  
This booklet, designed to help newcomers to secretary hand, has been produced 
with the help and encouragement of the staff of the Berkshire Record Office.  
£4.50  
 

     

The Shooting at Branscombe Old Pits (Barbara Farquharson & John Torrance)   
This is a reconstruction of real events - shooting, arrest, trial, inquest, and 
turbulent aftermath - which seeks to explain what happened, and why. It is also a 
picture of a late nineteenth-century village, a particular place and community torn 
apart by a sudden inexplicable event and, at the same time, deeply affected by the 
general economic and political changes of the time.   
£8.00  
 

 

Sixty Years of Princesshay (Peter Thomas)  
The demolition and rebuilding of Princesshay in Exeter from 2005 created a unique 
opportunity to photographically record the city as it would never be seen again. On 
completion of demolition one of the most striking views was created resembling 
exactly how Exeter had been seen after the Second World War with no buildings 
standing between High Street and the cathedral. The photographic record resulted 
in 4500 images that formed the resource for the book.  
 £14.95  
     

      

South West Family Histories (Stuart A. Raymond)  
The purpose of this book is to list all published histories and pedigrees relating to 
families which were resident in the historic counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, 
Bristol, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire. This listing includes published 
books and journal articles; however it excludes pedigrees published in works 
primarily devoted to other topics, or in pedigree collections.  
£7.50  
 

 St Martin’s Island - An introductory history of forty-two Exeter buildings  
(Todd Gray & Sue Jackson) 
Exeter’s Cathedral Yard fire was the single most destructive event in the city centre 
since the Blitz of 1942.  Two historic buildings were completely destroyed, another 
four had significant damage and many others were considerably affected. 
This volume offers an introduction to the history of these and to a collection of 
other buildings which are all located in a block of buildings which nearly forms the 
entirety of St Martin’s parish.  Some two thousand years of history can be seen 
through these 42 structures.  Drawings, paintings, photographs, plans and maps 
help to unravel the history of a fascinating group of buildings. 
£15.00 



         

Stopping the Rot - Archive Preservation Good Practice (Devised and designed by 
the Conservation Studio of the Devon Heritage Centre)  
 Information and guidance for creating and preserving documents, which will 
become an archive for family, business and community.  
 £5.00  
 

         

Strumpets & Ninnycocks (Todd Gray)  
For the first time, a range of original documents have been examined to show how 
Devonians deployed a range of words and terms to ridicule, mock and demean 
their friends, family and neighbours.  Low intelligence, dishonesty, witchcraft, 
disease and most of all, illicit sex, were at the heart of how people in Devon were 
insulted. Men were treated differently than women, those in authority had 
particular scorn, and physical insults were commonly deployed.  This study 
provides a fresh way to understand Devon in the time of Raleigh and Drake.    
£12.00  
 

       

Talaton - Changes to Village Life, 1950 – 2012 (Lucy Channon)  
 Looking back over the past sixty years, the centre of Talaton village has seen quite 
a few changes with infill building. Yet the Church, the Talaton Inn, the Old Manor 
House, Harris Farm, Stoneycourt, all stand as they have done for centuries.  
£2.50  
 

      

Teign Valley Tales (Teign Valley History Group)  
This book contains conversations with 24 residents of the Teign Valley, recorded by 
Graham Thompson, and reporting all these and more.  The results are a fascinating 
read bringing to life the ways of Valley folk just in living memory.  
£9.99  
 

           

The Story of the Theatre Royal Exeter (Dick Passmore)  
 The story of Exeter's beloved Theatre Royal, which stood at the top of Longbrook 
Street until it was demolished in 1962. The book is lavishly illustrated from an 
extensive private collection of programmes, photographs and memorabilia.  
 For those who remember the theatre, or are interested in drama, this is a highly 
enjoyable and informative read.  
£15.00  
 



      

Three Generations in the Honiton Lace Trade (A Family History) (Margaret 
Tomlinson)   
The author of this book started out with the intention of recording for her own 
family some of the memories and legends which had been handed down to her 
from earlier generations. But she soon became involved in research into the lives 
of her Devon forbears and into the history of the lace trade which had been their 
means of livelihood. It was the recent revival of interest in Honiton Lace which 
suggested that the story of the Chick family might appeal to a wider public.     
£6.00  

     

Titanic's People (John G. Avery)  
 A commemorative booklet giving some background information on the crew and 
passengers.  
£3.00  
 

     

TOPSHAM The Historic Port of Exeter (Peter D Thomas)  
 An Archive Photographic Record produced in association with Topsham Museum.  
£19.95  
 

     

Tracing your Nineteenth Century Family History (Stuart A. Raymond)   
This A-Z pocket guide provides a ready reference source in which all genealogists 
researching in England and Wales will be able to find definitions of terms, and 
pointers to the information they seek. Each entry includes references to printed 
sources and internet web-sites that beginners may find invaluable.   
£7.95  

 

     

Trades and Professions (Stuart A. Raymond)  
 A huge amount of information about our ancestors can be discovered by 
consulting the records of their occupations. Employers kept records of their 
employees. Trade unions, professional associations, and trade guilds kept records 
of their members. And bureaucratic attempts to regulate particular trades and 
professions created mountains of paper. A wide range of archives survive, and can 
be consulted by researchers.  
£5.95  
 

     

The Travellers' Tales EXETER (Todd Gray)  
This book contains five centuries of travellers' accounts (drawn from journals, 
diaries & letters) of the city previously known as the 'Metropolis of the West'. 
Some accounts are only a few dozen sentences while others run to several 
thousand words. There are well known writers on Exeter such as Daniel Defoe, 
Fanny Burney and Celia Fiennes, and some surprises such as George Eliot and 
Beatrix Potter, and others who quietly visited unaware that their private thoughts 
would be publicly read generations later.  
£12.99  
 
 



 The Vikings in the West Country (Derek Gore) 
This book is the first to bring together and analyse the Vikings in the West Country. 
It covers both the First and Second Viking Age, conquest, the fall of kingdoms, 
raids, hoards, metalwork, stone sculptures and place names. It provides from 
Dorset to south-western Cornwall a great sense of how the Vikings contributed to 
the diversity and the development of the West Country, “Wessex” and England. 
£16.00 
 
 

     

War in Exeter (Peter D Thomas)  
Classic archive photographs showing Exeter's destruction in World War II  
£19.95  
 

 

War Memorials: A Guide for Family Historians (Susan Tall) 
This book combines the use of local and national archives with many references to 
the rich resources that continue to grow on the internet.  It is arranged in two 
parts.  The first aims to show family historians how they may locate war memorials 
where family members are named, from the Boer War to the present day.  The 
second explains how to research their lives and military history. 
£6.50 

      

Water in the City (Mark Stoyle)   
Water in the City provides a richly illustrated history of Exeter's famous 
underground passages - and of Exeter’s system of public water supply during the 
medieval and early modern periods. Illustrated with full colour throughout, Mark 
Stoyle shows how and why the passages and aqueducts were originally built, 
considers the technologies that were used in their construction, explains how they 
were funded and maintained, and reveals the various ways in which the water 
fountains were used and abused by the townsfolk.     
£45.00  

 A LASTING IMPRESSION  A History of Wheatons in Exeter 1835-2017  
(Anthony J Wheaton) 
Wheatons – booksellers, stationers, educational publishers and printers One of 
Exeter's oldest companies, Wheatons has origins traceable to 1780. Originally 
based in Fore Street and extending through to Bartholomew Street, the printing 
works moved to the Marsh Barton Trading Estate from 1967. 
£20.00 

 

Witchcraft in Exeter 1558-1660 (Mark Stoyle) 
The ancient city of Exeter is the last place in England where people are known to 
have been hanged for the alleged crime of ‘witchcraft’.  In this book, Mark Stoyle 
tells the stories of some of the unfortunate men and women who were denounced 
to the city magistrates as ‘witches’ between 1558 and 1660: the period during 
which the great majority of English witch-prosecutions occurred. Following the 
progress of each case from accusation, to imprisonment, to trial, to ultimate 
sentence – and, sometimes, all the way up to the gallows itself – the book sheds 
powerful new light on occult belief in Tudor and Stuart Exeter, and on the dark, 
uneasy world of the urban ‘witch’. 
£8.00 

 


